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“So naturally, | have always desired my 
NEWS 4 


own mermaid tail. | was ridiculously 
giddy slipping into my tail for the first 
time.” —Raena Waddell, local little 
mermaid 
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JOURNALISTS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS / 5 
“We need to get out into the small com- 
munities and get their story out. The job 
of a journalist, simply, is to disseminate 
information.” —Colleen Ross, CBC 
national news producer 
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“He wouldn't know what to do if he didn’t 
have me to abuse. He needs me to sharp- 
en his teeth on, which is why he’s such a 
caustic little blankity-blank to me all the 
time.” —Coralie Cairns, local and lovable 
actress 
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VIDEO GAMES LIVE / 34 

“We have to explain to the gamers that 
the symphony is cool, and we have to 
explain to non-gamers that video games 
are cool.” —Tommy Tallarico, video game 
composer 
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Centre students know who they are and what they want. 
| They're passionate and have a clear vision of their future. 
They want careers that cultivate their instincts and reward THE BACK 45 
their creativity. 
The Centre for Arts and Technology provides an inspired 
educational environment for motivated students seeking 
rewarding creative careers. Join the creative class. Call 
us to find out how. 
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GIFT CARDS NOU AVALLABLE 
GOOD FOR WHAT OILS YA! 
THAT'S BEER OND ETC.. 


Call 1888 2 DONATE 
for more information ar to book an appaintineat, 
bloodservices.ca 


Do you have what it takes to attend The Art Institute of Vancouver, one of 
North America’s leaders in creative education? 


At The Art Institute, we believe an education in the creative and applied arts should be hands on and practical, not 


to mention inspiring. It should prepare you for Opportunities in the workplace as it gives your ideas and 
place to take shape, We're ready when you are. 


talent a 


Register with The Art Institute of Vancouver to attend an information session at the: 


10135 - 100th Street, Edmonton 
Check-in opens at 9:30 am, Presentation starts at 10:00 am sharp! 


Learn more about the programs offered and find out how to 
The Art Institute get started on the education you've always wanted. 1 o E 61 ‘ 1 885 


| f Vv im Assistant Directors of Admissions will be available to 
0 ancouver answer questions about The Art Institute and work directly 
3264 Beta Avenue, Burnaby, BC V5G 4K4 with qualified candidates. Media Arts * Design * Culinary Arts ¢ Fashion 


me Park Place 


WWW.parkplacecommunities.com 


Start living your future sooner 
in your perfectly planned condo 


PARK PLACE COMMUNITIES is meeting Edmonton's high demand for new homes in a unique, responsible 
Way: by creating attractive, well‘built, affordable, fourstorey condo buildings in popular neighbourhoods 
throughout the city. The moment you enter one of their show suites or sales centres you'll discover that 
they also have the friendliest, most helpful, well-informed staff in the business. A big part of the 
excitement for would-be homeowners is keeping up-to-date with new Park Place developments in order 
to pick the location they want and reserve their first choice. Don't miss out! 
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4x4-ing into dark ages 
SHANNON PHILLIPS / shannon @vueweekly.com J 
t the Detroit car show in early January, Toyota unveiled its largest pas- 
senger truck in the company’s history. The "Big Three” automakers 
also showed off new, gas guzzling, eight-cylinder, unparkable vehicles, 
~~ just as most every 2006 retrospective named climate change the news story of 
the year. 

About the same time, US President George W Bush announced an escala- 
tion of hostilities in Iraq. By last week, the President had put a number to the 
figure—20 000 more troops. Those troops will work to secure US and British 
investments in oil exploration and extraction—investments that replaced Iraq's 
nationally-owned infrastructure. The instability of supply will keep oil prices 
high enough that oil companies can keep reaping record profits, giving them 
the money they need to explore and extract oil and gas from ever-more diffi- 
cult sources such as the oil sands. 

The auto show and the occupation of Iraq don’t have much in common on 
the face of it, but both stories reflect a phenomenon writer and anthropologist 
Ronald Wright identified in his slim 2004 treatise, A Short History of Progress. 
When faced with undeniable proof that a civilization is facing a challenge that 
eventually leads to its demise, the response is not to reverse course but to 
speed up the forces that led to that decline. 

The Sumerians, who lived in what is now Iraq in 3000 BC, are a classic his- 
torical example. Sumer was one of the most fertile agricultural gifts our planet 
has ever bequeathed us. But overtilling and irrigation resulted in salt building 
up in the soil. Farmers knew that leaving it alone for a while would allow it to 
bounce back. The rulers wanted more production. By 1800 BC, there was no 
more agriculture in the Fertile Crescent. And no more Sumerians. 

The challenges we face as a civilization are not due to ignorance. We 
understand, through the scientific method, history, social analysis and anthro- 
pology, all about our short-term impacts, the long-term ecological and social 
consequences of our actions. And yet, those who make decisions for us—cor- 
porations and governments—persist in making choices befitting the autocrats 
of Sumeria, circa 2000 BC. They do this because they are counting on us to 
keep lying to ourselves. It is a dictatorship of mendacity, and it will be our 
undoing. ¥ 
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THE STREETS RUN RED .. 
WITH SHIRAZ! 


| read with great amusement your 
article that so brilliantly mixed wines 
and the playing of my game Axis & 
Allies (“What wines go with world 
domination?” Jan 11 - Jan 17). 

Make sure you take a look at 
some of the other (newer) games in 
the Axis & Allies line. I'm not sure 
what wine or alcoholic beverage 
goes perfectly with each, but I'll 
leave that to your skilled and well- 
developed palate. 


LARRY HARRIS 
CREATOR OF AXIS & ALLIES 


Vue Weekly welcomes reader 
response, whether critical or compli- 
mentary. Send your opinion by mail 
(Vue Weekly, 10303 - 108 Street, 
Edmonton AB T5J 1L7), by fax 
(780.426.2889) or by e-mail (let- 
ters@vueweekly.com). Preference is 
given to feedback about articles in 
Vue Weekly. We reserve the right to 
edit for length and clarity. 
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Newsflash: border guards 
are insensitive dinks 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 

Detroit-based rap producer 
7AN and label boss is suing 95 

Canadian border guards 
and two former Immigration Minis- 
ters over what he sees as racial 
profiling of black rappers at the 
Canadian border. 

Murdercap Records owner 
Jerome Almon claims that he was 
detained and questioned 117 out of 
the 120 times he’s entered Canada, 
adding that on several occasions 
border guards falsely accused him 
of having a criminal record (Almon 
concedes that he has been arrested 
twice but has never been convicted) 
and that some border guards made 
“racist comments.” 

His suit, which seeks $900 million 
in damages, was reportedly pre- 
pared with the help of Detroit’s 
chapter of the American Civil Liber- 
ties Union and mentions several 
high-profile incidents where Ameri- 
can rappers like DMX, 50 Cent and 
Eminem were either detained at the 
border or refused entry into Canada. 


“| don't see this as any different » 


than what Martin Luther King and 
Rosa Parks did in Alabama,” Almon 
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told the Globe and Mail. 

“! would never have expected 
that of Canada; maybe North Korea 
or Iran, but not Canada.” 


IF THE LAWSUIT —which was filed on 
Fri, Jan 12 in Michigan—actually 
goes to trial, Almon promises to call 
an impressive slate of witnesses 
including rappers Jay Z and Diddy 
and even Oprah Winfrey and former 
US Secretary of State Colin Powel. 

The Government of Canada has 
not yet released a statement on the 
legal action, but a representative 
from the Canada Border Service 
Agency has indicated that his 
organization believes Almon’s 
accusations are unfounded. 

“The burden is on the applicant 
to prove they are admissible to 
Canada,” CBSA spokesperson Derek 
Mellon told the National Post. 

“Our program is universal and 
our offices do not discriminate on 
the basis of race, nationality or reli- 
gion." v 


building now being 
“used by the iHuman Youth 
‘Society and the Queen Mary Park 


moon in Edmonton’s inner 


se ‘there appears to be a giant 
chasm of miscommunication 
between the area's community 

and the society, a non-profit, 
charitable organization that works 
with high-risk youth. 

And the two will continue to be 
neighbours, as iHuman co-founder 
Wallis Kendal says his group plans 
to stay in the building until May. 

That's despite a municipal quasi- 
judicial board ruling last month that 
decreed that the society must leave 
the premises, a move initiated by 
the league and some nearby 
landowners. 

In late 2005, iHuman found the 
former print shop in an old down- 
town industrial area at 11355 - 105 
Avenue, near Oliver Square, and was 
initially approved to move in by a 
city development officer. 

But two years earlier, city council 
kick-started a process to convert the 
downtown's northern edge from 
industrial to residential land use, 
which was later enshrined in a bylaw, 
Queen Mary league president Derrick 
Forsythe wrote in a letter to Vue. 

“Over the next two years, the city 
would spend close to $2 million, 
working with communities, 
landowners, social agencies and the 
development industry to develop a 
mutually agreeable, workable vision 
for the future that will create over 
4 600 new housing units for 7 000 
new residents,” he wrote. 

While Kendal told Vue he thought 
iHuman had consulted with the sur- 
rounding community before it 
moved in, Forsythe said in an inter- 
view that his league found out only 
by a January 2006 open-house 
announcement. 

After the society set up in the old 
shop, which had been vacant for 
more than a year, the league waited 
for the city to grant the needed 
development permit for iHuman’s 
drug-treatment programming, desig- 
nated as health services. 

That came in March, starting a 
series of legal manoeuvres at the 
city’s subdivision and development 


2 NIMBY 


appeal board, which ended with last 
month’s decision that the society 
must leave. 

“The iHuman application was not 
consistent with the specific direction 
Set out by council, and did not reflect 
the vision set out by the community,” 
wrote Forsythe, referring to the bylaw. 

“There was never any legal means 
by which iHuman could have been 
permitted to operate in that location 
unless the space was part of a high- 
rise development—period. It would 
not have mattered if the proposed 
tenant operated a health service or a 
hamburger stand—our response and 
the end result would be the same. 

“Throughout this action the com- 
munity has been unfairly painted as 
insensitive to the plight of [iHuman, 
but] this final decision was not only 
correct—it was inevitable.” 

However, when asked in an inter- 
view whether the community league 
could turn a blind eye, even tem- 
porarily, to the letter of the bylaw on 
humanitarian grounds, due to iHu- 
man’s social-support work, Forsythe 
answered with a quick “no.” 


THE LEAGUE PRESIDENT’S concerns 


with the group and its operations 
were dismissed by Kendal as “misin- 
formed innuendo” that disregards 
iHuman's expertise on social and 
drug-treatment work. 

Forsythe’s concern that iHuman 
was never accredited by the Canadi- 
an Accreditation Council of Human 
Services was called irrelevant by 
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Kendal, who pointed to other acco- 
lades his group has received from 
organizations like the University of 
Alberta. 

While neither Kendal nor Forsythe 
has heard of any front-line incidents 
involving iHuman clients causing 
trouble in the community, the com- 
munity league president remains 
worried that the meth addicts served 
by the society might commit crimes 
like auto theft. 

Forsythe also charged in his letter 
that the society was “placing the 
artificial constraint of having to be 
‘downtown’” when looking for a 
new building. 

“They preclude other viable sites 
like the old Strathcona building 
immediately south of Whyte 
Avenue—an area that attracts as 
many young people as does the 
downtown,” he wrote. 

“Meth addiction is not a down- 
town problem—tit’s a city of Edmon- 
ton problem and it’s time iHuman’s 
leadership recognizes all communi- 
ties must start shouldering their fair 
share of the social challenges.” 

In its December presentation to 
the city board, the Queen Mary Park 
league pointed out that there were 
783 adult social care facilities on the 
north. side of the North 
Saskatchewan River, and only 232 
on the south side. 

But iHuman is sticking with its 
geographic preference, contacting 
local businesses to set up a sweat- 
equity deal, which will see its clients 
help upgrade a building where the 
society can be housed. 

“We're trying to get something 
more stable,” said Kendal. v 
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Can media help stem 
human rights abuses? 


SDEL KELLY / joel@vueweekly.com 

ournalism, at least in my experi- 

ence, isn’t quite the glamorous pro- 

fession it’s cracked up to be. Every 
day doesn’t include secret government 
conspiracies or anonymous sources 
with nicknames like “Deep Throat.” 

However, an international organi- 
zation wants you to know that there 
is another side to the sensationalism 
you see splayed out across your local 
media, and it has more of an impact 
than you might think 

“There is a growing concern of 
mainstream media being projected 
as objective—a lot of people are 
Starting to tune into this differently,” 
explained Cosanna Preston, co- 
founder of the University of Alberta’s 
chapter of Journalists for Human 
Rights (JHR). “What I choose to be 
newsworthy stories are much differ- 
ent from another editor.” 

This effect may seem subtle when 
a journalist is considering which 
Edmonton Oiler to interview post- 
game, but according to Preston this 
takes on a different light when the 
article is about, say, rape victims in 
an AIDS-stricken African country. 

“We hear lots of positive stories 
about our local communities,” she 
said. “Why are we always being told 
about the famine and the war in 
Africa? Is there nothing good coming 
out of that continent?” 

Preston and the rest of the local 
JHR chapter is organizing a media 
forum on campus to discuss this issue 
to run nightly at the Power Plant Jan 
22 - Jan 24, with each evening featur- 
ing four media professionals, and 
ending with a keynote address by 
CBC national news producer Colleen 
Ross (Engineering Teaching and 
Learning Complex 001) on Jan 25 

Ross, who spent 2005 volunteer- 
ing with JHR in Africa, said that jour- 
nalists have an obligation to cover 
stories concerning basic human 
rights. 

“When you talk about human 
rights, most people {in Africa] don't 
know really what that is,” she said 
“Journalists need to not just report 
on stories as an incident, but to raise 
the understanding that it could be a 
violation Of human rights, to give 
them an idea of what it means to 
have human rights.” 

Ross explained that JHR, an organ- 
ization with offices in Canada, the 
USA and nine African countries 
hopes to train African journalists in 
human rights issues. 
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“JHR works to increase public 
global awareness about hu 
rights in Africa,” she continued 
“When people become aware, they 
become empowered.” : 


BOTH ROSS AND PRESTON admitted 
that the efforts of their group might 
at first glance, conflict with the ideal 
of journalists as staunch suppor 
of impartiality. 

When asked if journalists should 
be “for” anything, Preston argu 
that “There is a recognized deart 
information on human rights viola- 
tions [in these communities]. The 
role of news is to give up-to-date 
information to the community. It’s 
not how you tell the story, it’s what 
stories you choose to tell.” 

Ross agreed. “You'd be har 
pressed to argue against somethi 
like human rights,” she 
not to randomly grab at s 
are about human rights 
stories we gravitate towards a 
They are stories about injusti 

That being said, according to Pre- 
ston, Edmonton's local media land- 
Scape could use a bit of invigorating 

“We get a lot of 500-word sto 
and 30-second news 
she said. “If you look at any of 
issues, most are severely underex- 
posed in the news, through no fault 
of the papers—you lose the reader's 
attention after 500 words 

Ultimately, even though it 
seem a bit dull compare 
ward and Bernstein, it t 
both Ross and Preston are passion- 
ate about their work 

“We need to get out into the small 
communities and get their story out,” 
said Ross. “The job of a journatist 
simply, is to disseminate information 

“It's a foundation of democracy, 
agreed Preston. “If you don’t have a 
source that’s free to be critical of 
everything that’s going on, your soci- 
ety can’t operate in a transparent 
manner. You need to know that you 
have the ability to hear what's going 
on out there 

‘Those communities that are 
being censored deserve to have their 
stories told.” vw 
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Angela Merkel has a very different atti- 
tude to Russia from the last three or four 
German chancellors, perhaps because 
she grew up in former East Germany, 
under Russian control. She's not anti- 
Russian (she speaks the language fluent- 
ly), but she doesn’t think that they 
deserve special treatment. So when Rus- 
sia suddenly cut off the flow of oil to 
Germany and several other EU countries 
on Jan 8 because of a dispute with 
Belarus, she did not waste time on tact. 

“It is not acceptable,” she said, 
“when there are no consultations about 
such actions. That always destroys 
trust.~ It was the harshest thing that any 
German chancellor has said to any Russ- 
ian leader since the collapse of the Sovi- 
et Union 15 years ago—and she said it, 
moreover, in her capacity as the current 
president of the European Union, a post 
that she had assumed just days before. 
Something is going on here. 

The dead of winter is the ideal time 
for an energy supplier to have a con- 
frontation with an energy-poor customer 
in a cold climate, and this is the second 
January in a row that Russia has pulled 
the plug on a neighbour who was resist- 
ing massive increases in the price it paid 
for Russian gas and oil. Last year it was 
Ukraine; this year it's Belarus. In each 
case, Moscow brought them to heel by 
turning off the taps—but that also cut 
off its EU customers further west, since 
the pipelines pass through those coun- 
tries first. The EU was not amused. 

“We are paying for these energy 
resources and are never late in our pay- 
ments,” said EU Energy Commissioner 
Andris Piebalgs last week. “We have a 
right to insist that you never disrupt sup- 
ply.” But behind Piebalgs’s stern insis- 
tence that “the disruption to oil supplies 
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we have seen in the last few days must 
never, never happen again” was the 
knowledge that it might well happen 
again. The Russian negotiating style is 
too muscular for the EU's taste, and 
what happens to Ukraine or Belarus 
today might happen to other Russian 
customers tomorrow. 

When Moscow told Minsk that the 
price of gas was going up from $47 to 
$105 per thousand cubic metres on Jan 
1 and that it was imposing a “customs 
duty” of $180 per tonne on the oil 
Belarus buys from Russia, Belarusian 
President Alexander Lukashenko’s first 
response was defiance: “We will live in 
dug-outs but we will not surrender to 
blackmail.” 


BELARUS HAS NO ENERGY resources of 
its own, and Lukashenko’s popular sup- 
port among poorer Belarusians depends 
entirely on the fact that he has pre- 
served the old Soviet system and the 
guaranteed minimum living standard 
that it provided. His support would prob- 
ably not survive a prolonged bout of 
hardship as a result of a confrontation 
with Russia over energy prices, so he 
took a different tack. 

Just after New Year, Lukashenko 
accepted the Russian demands on oil and 
gas prices—but then he tried to claw the 
money back by imposing a $45 a tonne 
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“transit fee” on all the oil passing through 
Belarusian pipelines to the EU. What's 
more, knowing that he could never force 
Moscow to pay up, Lukashenko started 
collecting the fee in kind by diverting oil 
from the pipeline that crosses Belarusian 
territory on its way to the EU. So Moscow 
shut the pipeline down. 

Fair enough, in the bandit world of 
post-Soviet capitalism—and it brought 
Lukashenko sharply to heel. He gave in 
completely, and since he has now also 
been forced to sell 50 per cent control of 
Belarus's pipelines to Russia he will 
never pose this problem again. But fur- 
ther west, the European Union is quietly 
re-doing its energy calculations as the 
lesson sinks in that it is unwise to be 
too dependent on energy supplies from 
post-Soviet Russia. (The EU imports a 
quarter of its oil and 42 percent of its 
gas from Russia.) 

As Energy Commissioner Andris 
Piebalgs put it: “If there's disruption of 
supply, it’s not retaliation that's required 
but appropriate action...You simply con- 
clude that this partner is not worth your 
trust and you don’t make any more con- 
tracts..." There will actually be lots 
more contracts, because nobody can 
switch the bulk of their energy purchas- 
es overnight, but the trend line in EU 
purchases of Russian energy is likely to 
be down. 

Chancellor Merkel is already saying 
that Germany should reconsider its plan 
to phase out nuclear power by 2020, 
although she cannot do so under the 
terms of the current coalition agreement 
with the Social Democrats. More impor- 
tantly for the near future, she is urging 
private industry to build a network of 
gas pipelines across the EU that is con- 
nected to liquefied-natural-gas ports in 
Germany and elsewhere. That would 
give the EU, and especially the former 
Communist countries of eastern Europe, 
an alternative to heavy dependence on 
Russian energy. 

Russia doesn't care. In the long run, It 
can probably sell almost all of its 
exportable oil and gas to China and 
other East Asian customers (though the 
pipelines mostly have yet to be built). 
But a major strategic shift is getting 
underway: the EU no longer assumes 
that Russia is a reliable partner or even 
a friend. w 


Gwynne Dyer is a London-based inde- 
pendent journalist whose articles are 
published in 45 countries. His column 
appears regularly in Vue Weekly. 
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This week | learned that the most com- 
mon kind of liver disease isn't alcohol- 
related cirrhosis (yay!), but fatty liver 
disease (which sounds equally unap- 
pealing). 

And while alcohol-related liver disease 
is on the decline, fatty liver disease is on 
the rise—half of us are overweight and 
at risk. | also learned that 
our bodies can show seri- 
ous distress in as little as 
two weeks of abuse—a 
good reason to pass on the 
fries and baked goodies in 
the cafeteria and get out 
for a walk today. 

Not that obsession with 
thin is good either— 
weight categories and fat 
indexes are a little arbi- 
trary and can be mislead- 
ing and very disheartening 
(l once saw the term 
“obese” on my chart in a 
doctor's office, back when 
| was a still a size eight and might've 
had three pounds of excess weight— 
what was that about?) And being dis- 
heartened can lead to giving up—or, on 
the other end of the spectrum, to the 
more-common-than-you-think and dev- 
astating problem of anorexia. 

Health is the goal, not a particular size 
or number on the scale. And since | left 
you paranoid about the effects of soybean 
oil on our thyroids last week, and since 
our thyroids play a major role in metabo- 
lism and weight, here's a little more (and 
hopefully more positive) on that. 


AN OFF-BALANCE THYROID can usually 
be easily corrected with iodine supple- 
mentation. Now 
before you go nuts 
and remind me 
that it’s dangerous 
to ingest too much 
iodine, and that 
we in North Ameri- 
ca get plenty in our 
diets and that we 
can't be deficient 
because we use 
iodized salt, hear 
me out. 

Many of us, 
despite iodized 
salt, are either suf- 
fering with an off-balance thyroid (hypo- 
or hyper-), or are being treated for one— 
one in 10 women by age 50 and one in 
five by age 60, according to estimates by 
experts at Harvard. And in my teensy 
world, it’s just about everyone | know. 
Seriously. 

Average blood levels of iodine are 
apparently down over the past 30 years, 
and thyroid cancer rates are up. I'm 
thinking that our modern world has 
(once again) thrown a few little wrench- 
es into the thyroid health picture. 

There are wrenches like iodine- 
depleted soil, and bromine in our bread, 
which replaced iodine as a dough condi- 
tioner in the 1980s (a slice of bread 


apparently used to contain 140 mcg of 
iodine, almost the current recommended 
daily intake). Then there’s fluoride in our 
water and chloride in our salt (all in the 
same family of chemicals as iodine, 
chemicals that compete with iodine 
absorption). Or how about mercury and 
radiation and pesticides and endocrine- 
disrupting chemicals of all kinds? 

Soy, by the way, does increase iodine 
requirements, particularly if you're using 
soy as a major protein source and eat- 
ing a lot of commercially prepared soy- 
bean oil based salad 
dressings. The health 
benefits seen in Asian 
diets that include soy is 
what got us onto soy in 
the first place, but we've 
overlooked the fact that 
the high iodine content of 
their diets counter what 
they take in. And then 
we, in true North Ameri- 
can Style, went totally 
overboard with soy prod- 
ucts, often using much 
more than they ever have 
in Asia (and in harder to 
digest forms), not to 
implicate Big Soy or anything. 


SO SINCE IT 1S IMPOSSIBLE (and not 
even desirable) to avoid all iodine-dis 
rupting substances (cabbage, broccoli 
cauliflower, flax, sweet potatoes, beans 
and corn are also iodine-inhibiting, but 
too nutritious to pass on), increasing 
iodine intake is an option. And while 
too much of a good thing (as always) 
truly can be bad, levels much higher 
than our typical intake (and much high- 
er than the Health Canada recommend- 
ed daily allowance of 150 mcg) can 
work wonders in alleviating both hypo 
and hyperthyroidism. 

Thyroid disorders and low iodine 
intakes are also 
associated with 
higher incidence of 
breast cance 
Japanese women 
who consume very 
high doses o! 
iodine by Wester 
standards (some 
thing like 12.5 
mg/day rather than 
our roughly 125 
meg/day), tend not 
to get breast can 
cer. And incidence 
of breast cancer in 
American women 30 years ago, when 
iodine consumption was twice as high as 
it is now, was much lower than it is 
today—rates have gone up as iodine 
consumption has gone down. 

And besides fixing most cases o! 
hyper- and hypothyroidism and reducing 
our risk of breast cancer, research has 
shown that iodine supplementation 
also alleviates fibrocystic breast dis- 
ease, fibromyalgia, obesity, 
menopausal symptoms and high blood 
pressure. It lowers insulin requirements 
in diabetics, and improves heart, liver 
and brain function. 

But I've opened a can of worms with 
that. Better close it, at least for now. w 


Is tap water a 
Or is that what bottlers 
want you to think? 


RICARDO ACUNA / wwrw.ualberta.ca/parkland 

| have known for sometime that there are 
serious issues with the bottled water 
industry, but | was, for the most part, 
unaware of the full extent of these issues 
until | was asked to make a presentation 
about them this past weekend. 

The first thing that struck me was the 
rapid growth of the industry and its cur- 
rent pervasiveness. Two decades ago, 
there really was no large-scale bottled 
water industry in North America to 
speak of. What there was consisted of a 
few local bottlers serving primarily niche 
markets. 

Today, the industry generates close to 
$50 billion a year in revenues from the 
sale of over 154 billion litres of bottled 
water around the world. Gas station and 
convenience store coolers and shelves 
boast dozens of brands, and you can find 
it literally everywhere from the pop 
machine at an elementary school to the 
office water cooler. 

There are now even designer water 
brands. When | first heard about this phe- 
nomenon, | thought it must be a joke, but | 
was able to track down a website for Bling 
H20—the finest of haute couture bottled 
water, which (according to the website) 
“comes in Limited Edition, corked, 750 ml, 
recyclable frosted glass bottles, exquisite- 
ly handcrafted with Swarovski Crystals” 
and sells for just under $50 Canadian per 
bottle plus shipping and handling. Bling is 
apparently the choice of celebrities like 
Paris Hilton and Jamie Foxx. 

But, ultimately, it’s just a soft drink, 
fight? In fact, it's even better than most 
soft drinks because it’s not full of sugar 
and caffeine and chemicals, right? 


UNFORTUNATELY, NO. Beyond the obvious 
fact that buying bottled water amounts to 
paying 1 000 to 10 000 times more for the 
stuff than it costs to get it out of the tap 
{even though 40 per cent of bottled water 
comes from tap water) there are a num- 
ber of other serious issues. 

The environmental impact of the indus- 
try is huge. The ever-growing demand for 
bottled water around the world is placing 
extreme pressure on the aquifers and sys- 
tems that the water is drawn from. Add 
to that the 1.5 million barrels of crude oil 
required annually to make the 2.7 million 
tons of plastic used by the industry to 
package water, and the fact that 90 per 
cent of those little plastic bottles will 
wind up as litter or garbage, and you start 
to question the beautiful mountains, hilly 
forests, glaciers and streams that they 
put on their labels. 

The fact that Canada is a net exporter 
of bottled water—exporting some 492 
million litres of it in 1999 alone—is also 
a serious concern. There is a federal 
government ban on bulk exports of Cana- 
dian water, yet this does not apply to 


bottled water. 

One of the biggest concerns about the 
bottled water industry is the impact it is 
having on our municipal water systems. 
The industry focuses much of its adver- 
tising around the insinuation that our 
municipal systems are not safe—that 
they are prone to contamination and 
waterborne illness. 

Although this claim is false (studies 
have found bottled water to be no health- 
ier or safer than domestic water) it has 
gone a long way to reducing public confi- 
dence in our water infrastructure. The 
end result is that more and more Canadi- 
ans are drinking bottled water exclusive- 
ly. What will be the reaction of these 
Canadians when it comes time to pay for 
infrastructure improvements through their 
municipal taxes? 


BOTTLED WATER HAS ALSO done a dis- 
service in that it has made it acceptable in 
the minds of Canadians to put a price on 
and sell water—a common good provided 
by nature for all. If this degree of com- 
modification continues, it is unlikely that 


Canadians will even blink at some point in 
the future when moves are made to priva- 
tize all of our water and its delivery. 

There are definitely steps the different 
levels of government can take to limit the 
negative impacts of the industry. Some 
examples include placing limits on the 
amount of water that bottlers can with- 
draw, taxing the water withdrawals to 
reflect their full value to society, and 
demanding that bottlers take full respon- 
sibility for all their packaging. 

The biggest challenge, however, will 
be to remind Canadians that water is not 
a commodity—that it is a common good 
that cannot and should not be bought or 
sold. If that cannot be achieved, then we 
are on our way to losing control of this 
precious resource entirely. Are you pre- 
pared to get out of the bottle and do 
your part? w 


Ricardo Acuna is Executive Director of 
the Parkland Institute, a non-partisan 
public policy research institute housed at 
the University of Alberta. 


BIG BROTHERS BIG SISTERS OF E 


DMONTON & AREA 


Also serving Sherwood Park, Strathcona County, Parkland County, Camrose, Lac La Biche, Morinville and Vegreville 


5 Big Brothers Big Sisters Fully furnished Dream Home 
package valued at over 


Estate living just south of 
Sherwood Park in Balmoral Heights 
Dream Home hours: 


Mon- Thurs: 4 p.m. - 8 p.m. 
Fri: Closed 


Dream Home Opens 
Saturday, January 6, 2007 


elcome to the Home of your Dreams. Located in the | 
prestigious neighbourhood of Balmoral Heights, this 


Sat., Sun., Holiday Monday: Noon - 


Our LARGEST Dream Home 
Lottery PRIZE PACKAGE EVER 
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2,281 sq. ft: custom-built bungalow by AVANT! 
_ Homes defines estate living. 


Tickets still only 


“25 


each, or 


4/°60 


Tickets can only be sold in Alberta - 
Alberta Gaming & Liquor Commission 


5 p.m. 


For VISA and MasterCard orders only, in Reiman cal call 


483-8885 = 


Phone lines are open 24 hours a day, 7 days a & 


Other areas call toll-free-in Alberta 


1-877-483-8832 


Grand Prize Draw 
/ (Home, lot, furnishings. 
professionally landscaped, GST 


$1,001,734 
Draw Date: May 10, 2007 


Early Bird Draw 


$50,000 cash 
| Draw Date: March 22, 2007 


& “To buy tickets online or to take a virtual tour, visit www. y bighrothershomelottery. org 
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Complete the Official Ticket request form and send it with your cheque, money order, VISA or MasterCard number, 
& mail to: Big Brothers Big Sisters, 10135-89 St, Edmonton, AB, TSH 1P6 
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Since your last Vue Weekly, the Oilers 
managed two wins and two losses. The 
team beat San Jose 3-2 on January 10 
and beat the Minnesota Wild 2-1 last 
Tuesday. But the wins were overshad- 
owed by a pair of crucial divisional loss- 
es. The Oilers fell to (crap) Calgary in a 
3-1 heartbreaker and lost 4-2 against the 
same Minnesota Wild. And every day on 
the talk shows and blogs, another Oiler is 
traded. TB and Dave get all Oily. 


JERSEYS REDESIGNED; FLAMES UNI- 
FORMS STILL UGLY Next season NHL 
teams will sport a new style of hockey jer- 
seys. These creations should be unveiled 
very soon. I'm just a little afraid. The new 
style jerseys by RBK (we used to call them 
Reebok) have been rumoured to be tighter, 
looser, tucked-in, not tucked-in, unconven- 
tional and traditional. Yes, those adjec- 
tives do contradict one another. Reports 
vary wildly. Every team’s jersey has been 
either redesigned or slightly modified 
(with consultation from the teams) and the 
third jerseys will be gone. I'm curious if 


1) Smack That feat. Eminem 
Akon 

Soca 

3 of an Angel 
ines 


4) You Don’t Know 
Eminem 


5) Irreplaceable 
Beyonce 

6) Fergalicious 
Fergie 


7) Super Mario Bros. 
Super Mario Bros. 


8) Money Maker feat. Pharrell 
Ludacris 

9) Enter Sandman 

Metallica 


There is a 50¢ disk charge for al digital work 


Photocopying. Printing Binding and More. 
Tumaround times that will amaze you. 


10) My Love 
Justin Timberlake 
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EXCLUSIVE RINGTONES 
TEXT “DIBS” TO 4321 & HAVE 1ST DIBS 
DELIVERED RIGHT TO YOUR 

VIRGIN MOBILE PHONE! 


01-14-2006 


@ Lower Level Students’ Union Buking 
Monday to Friday $9) am - 300 pm 
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DISPATCH 


DARREN ZENKO 
dispatch @vueweekly.com 
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INTERVIEWERS 


REQUIRED 


“Good fortune is guiding our affairs bet- 
ter than we could have desired, for there 
you see 30 or more enormous giants with 
whom | intend to do battle ...” —Don 
Quixote 


There's a wrongness about the World's 
Largest Kielbasa ... Kubassa ... Ukrain- 
ian Sausage, a weird kink in its links that 
knocks the thing off balance, confounds 
the human eye's desire for symmetry and 
smooth curves. Rather than a sentimen- 
tal paragon of sausagehood, the town of 
Mundare has crowned itself with a 42- 
foot, six-ton, $120 000 monument to the 
imperfect, to the asymmetrical earthi- 
ness of this most ancient and rustic of 
viands ... 

... ok, | can’t keep that up. It's a giant 
concrete statue of a round of sausage, 
and it’s ugly and creepy. But it's here and 
so are we, adventurers on that most 


CALLING ALL EXPERIENCED MARKET RESEARCH 
INTERVIEWERS - WE ARE CURRENTLY LOOKING FOR 


FULL TIME DAY SHIFT INTERVIEWERS (15 POSITIONS) 


Conduct interviews over the telephone from our centrally 

located call centre, accurately enter data into a computer system. 
Absolutely no sales involved. 

Position requires excellent telephone manner and typing skills. 
Dayshift required — 7am to 3pm or 8am to 4pm shift choices. 
Company benefits plan. 

Salary based on experience. 


Please email your resume to: HR@TrendResearch.ca 
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@ Numerous Diverse Exhibits @ Spas & Wellness Centres 
@ Speakers & Lectures @ Yoga & Fitness 

@ Alternative Therapies @ Astrology & Psychics 

@ Healing Arts @ Personal Development 
@ Products for Wellness and much much more... 


Exhibitor / Vendor Opportunities Call 1-877-560-6830 
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Body Soul & Spirit Expo 


www.BodySoulSpiritExpo.com 


Ales Hemsky’s new Oiler jersey will have 
a big round target or bull’s-eye on it con- 
sidering the way opposing players have 
been running the young Czech. And, like 
most Oiler fans right now, I'm even more 
curious which new-style jersey Ryan 
Smyth will be wearing on Feb 28th—one 
day after trade deadline. DY 


MATH MAKES ME SAD Okay, time for 
some numbers and the crunching thereof. If 
we look at last year, the Oilers barely 
squeaked into the playoffs with 95 points. 
That means that over 82 games, they man- 
aged to secure 1.16 points per game (PPG). 
With 48 points in 46 games so far this year, 
the Oil are only managing 1.04 PPG and, at 
their current rate, will end the season with 
85 points—not enough to get into the play- 
offs. Assuming that 95 points is the cutoff 
again, they will need 47 points over the 
last 36 games (1.31 PPG). This is the equiv- 
alent of winning two out of every three 
games. Shit, now I'm depressed. TB 


FUKUFUJI—AND THE HORSE YOU RODE 
IN ON Jan 13 saw the NHL's first-ever 
Japanese-born and trained player, goal- 
tender Yutaka Fukufuji, appear in a regular 
season game. Fukufuji was dressed as a 
backup behind Barry Brust and entered the 


Albertan of last-minute road trips, a Giant 
Objects pilgrimage. These trips are gener- 
ally undertaken when one is younger, and 
in better weather, but a promise is a 
promise. A few months ago, on another 
trip in another car to another location, I'd 
looked my roommate in the eyes and 
said, “As soon as | get a vehicle, | swear 
I'll take you to see the Giant Perogy.” 

And so it was that last night, having 
come over hours of snowblown and iced- 
up roads, we pulled into the village of 
Glendon and, in the —33 darkness, 
embraced that massive dumpling for 
about five seconds before shivering back 
into the van. Mission accomplished! 
We'd paid our respects to the staple dish 
of our heritage (and our poverty), even 
though we had to shake our heads a little 
over how deeply Glendon’s monstrous 
diner had sunk his great fork into that 
morsel—too vigorous a stab, buried 
beyond the tines, splitting the dough, 
promising only a disappointing spill of 
potato. Or sauerkraut; it was too dark to 
tell by colour what the Perogy (Pierogi? 
Perohe? etc?) might be filled with. 
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game in the third period. Interesting piece 
of trivia: Fukufuji was the third Japanese 
player ever drafted to an NHL team. He 
was picked by the Kings in the 2004 cattle 
call. The “first” was Taro Tsujimoto, 
selected by Buffalo Sabres GM Punch 
Imlach in the 11th round. The draft choice 
was accepted by the League after curious 
looks from reporters and competing gener- 
al managers. The “Punch”-line? Imlach 
made Tsujimoto up—or at least his imagi- 
nary hockey pedigree. His name was 
pulled out of the Buffalo phone book just 
to um ... Fukufuji with everyone. DY 


OOOOH. LOOK AT MR SERIOUS oiter coach 
Craig MacTavish missed Tuesday's win 
over Minnesota to attend to a serious fami- 
ly matter. Earlier in the season, Boston 
rookie Phil Kessel was diagnosed with tes- 
ticular cancer. Wings veteran Chris Chelios 
took last week off hockey to attend to and 
support grieving staff members at one of 
his sports bars after a shocking double 
murder. Dallas blueliner Philippe Boucher is 
having a career year and was just named 
to the All Star team despite a heavy heart 
and frequent trips to visit his ailing father 
in Quebec. So the Oilers don’t win every 
game. It's fun to watch. Wins feel great 
and losses hurt. But it is just a game. DY 


—The World’s Largest Kubassa (sp?) 


A SIDE NOTE ON ROADTRIPPING without 
a tape deck: it’s a blessing and a curse 
On the one hand, if you have (as | have) a 
competent tuner-jockey in the shotgun 
seat, a playlist can be patched together 
switching between K- 
Rock/Bear/Sonic/Joe that might not 
make your ears puke, a construction- 
grade Halen/Leppard/Creedence/Cult 
Megamixxx that contributes mightily to 
rockin’ confidence on tractionless two- 
lane truckways. On the other, even the 
quickest shotgun hand can’t totally deke 
around the yammering noise of radio ads 
and the braying of the moron DJs. How 
do people listen to this shit all day? 
Anyway, my rage at the constant “K- 
Rock Scalper” spots, which are about four 
hours too long, faded quickly after we 
rolled out of range and tuned into “The 
Goat” somewhere around Bonnyville. By 
the time we reached our friend's place 
just past Ardmore (apparently, that village 
will soon boast the World's Largest Rub- 
ber Ducky Made Out Of Beer Cans) all 
was peaceful—at 40 below, you sure can 


CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE 


e the stars. Two bottles of Royal 

ve, plus the great tonic of crisp 
puntry air Seasoned ever so slightly with 
just a Kiss of gas-plant emissions, rocked 
us gently to sleep ... 

_. for a couple of hours. A house with 
three excitable children is non-conducive 
to lying in on a Sunday. So maybe, being 
underslept and overhung, we weren't in 


the best of moods to appreciate the 
wonders we saw on the way back; | 
couldn't even muster the playfulness to 
pose for the obligatory “eager stoner 
takes a big bite” gag photo when we 
stopped at the World's Largest Mush- 
rooms in Vilna. And all | could think of 
the World's Largest Mallard Duck in the 
village of Andrew was that it would look 
great if a top- or even mid-notch airbrush 
artist gave it an Audubon-accurate 
detailing. But where would the money 


for refurbishment come from? 

Not from the Provincial government, 
you can bet. Andrew's Mallard, like so 
Many of our famous small-town Giant 
Things, is a product of pre-Klein times, an 
era when Tourism Grant cash was sprin- 
kled over the province like Hy's Steak 
Spice over a big slab of Alberta prime rib. 
But that's a product of Getty thinking, just 
like our whimsical Family day. There's Jit- 
tle chance any of our current surplus 
dough will find its way into rural whim- 


sy—tuture road-tripping hosers will have 
to draw up itineraries of shuttered boom- 
built Wal-Marts ... or of ghost hamlets 
bled dead by youth exodus, their remnant 
“tourist attractions” decayed into unrec- 
ognizable lumps of fiberglass and rubble. 


HAVING HAD OUR COMMUNION with the 
Giant Kubassa, we're faced with a deci- 
sion at the turn onto the highway: turn 
fight toward Edmonton and its familair 
World's Largests (Baseball Bat, Cowboy 


Boot, Mall), or left toward Vegreville and 
the crown jewel of Alberta’s Giants, the 
World's Largest Ukrainian Easter Egg? 
The truck behind us starts honking 

“Fuck it, let's go home,” m 
Navigator/radio man says at last. “The 
Giant Pysanka will always be there, and 
really have to take a nap before | go to 
the Tragically Hip.” 

| almost started crying as | cranked the 
wheel and spun my tires on the black ice 
rarely have | felt more Canadian. w 


é They've been to the outback, the backcountry, the bush, 


the ballet, camping, hiking, trekking, paddling, dancing, 
drinking, dining. They've been downtown, uptown, on 
the town, the playground, the dog pound, Motown. 
’ They've been on the ice, on the rocks, walked 
many city blocks. And they’re just 


getting started. } io ¢ 


Wener Shoes - 10322 Jasper Avenue - 422-2718 
SoftMoc - West Edmonton Mall - 
Campers Village - 1095-170 Stree 


The Original = 


Available in Brown 
and Black 


MacEwan 


think Relationships 


Bachelor of Child and Youth Care 


(with diploma exit option) 


MacEwan's Bachelor of Child and Youth Care (with a diploma exit 
option) prepares you for a rewarding career helping at-risk youth and 
their families manage emotional and behavioural problems. 

With diploma and degree options, you can choose your own path - 
and reach your full potential 


Build relationships that change lives. 


Attend a FREE Information Session: 
Monday, January 22, 2007 - 6 pm, Room 209 
MacEwan - South Campus (7319 - 29 Avenue) 


Call (780) 497-4646 
or visit www.MacEwan.ca/cyc 


www.MacEwan.ca 


LAKELAND COLLEGE Invest in your future with unique opportunities. 


Strathcona County Learning Centre 
780 416 8844 


172, 2257 Premier Way * Broadmoor 
Place IV, Sherwood Park 


lakelandc.ab.ca 


Vermilion © Lloydminster © Strathcona County 


Aboriginal heritage guide 

« Customized business and industry training 
* Hunting and fishing guide 

¢ MBA in community economic development 
* Massage therapy 

e Master gardener 


¢ Pharmacy technician - retail 

© Power engineering 

« Residential decorating 

° Sign language and deaf culture studies 
Special events coordinator 

¢ Teacher assistant 


Tour guide 
© Tourism management: 
Hospitality professional at 
The Fairmont Jasper Park Lodge 
¢ Veterinary medical receptionist 


OPEN HOUSE Sat., March 10, 11 am-3 pm 
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Marmot looks pretty in her fluffy white dress 


COLIN CATHREA / colin@vueweekly.com 

had never seen the Rocky Moun- 
| tains looking so beautiful. Wisps 

of low clouds hung down the val- 
ley, wrapping mid-mountain so the 
peaks stuck up into the bright sun- 
shine. The snow was deep and the 
skiing incredible. Ahh ... Jasper. 

Jasper has sustained a slow, well- 
planned growth over the last decade. 
ke other mountain towns, Jasper 
and its better-than-ever ski area, 
Marmot Basin, have taken the time 
necessary to develop on an even keel, 
each and every improvement fit- 
in perfectly to the overall ambi- 
of this beautiful town. Every visit 
yer, whether summer, spring, 
falf or winter, is a relaxing and soul 
replenishing experience for me. I have 

xied Marmot Basin for over 30 years, 


Unlik 


IN JANUARY 


This season, an irony of mega pro- 
portions has occurred. After many 
years of planning and work, Marmot 
Basin unleashed their brand new 
snowmaking system in the same year 
Mother Nature decided to open the 
heavens with snowfalls that began in 
October and blanketed the mountains 
with almost three metres of snow 
before 2007 rolled in, boding well for 
an excellent January fiesta. 

The 18th annual Jasper in January 
kicked off last weekend with a media 
weekend bringing TV, radio and print 
media from Alberta and BC up to 
Jasper. It started Friday night at the 
Whistle Stop lounge, as Jasper locals, 
hotel owners, media, and travellers 
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from the world over gathered to enjoy 
a complementary brewski from Mol- 
son, and a live music sing-along ... 
the perfect way to begin the weekend. 
With a light fluffy snowfall settling 
over the town, our spacious room at 
the Mount Robson Hotel lured us into 
bed well before midnight to get a 
fresh start on Saturday. 


AFTER AN EARLY breakfast at the 


Jasper Inn, we headed off to the hill 
before 8 am. My riding partner Taylor 
was a bit confused as to why we were 
going to arrive at the hill an hour 
before the lifts opened, but I had 
inside information that the quad chair 
was going to open at 8 am to allow 
the hundreds of ski racers and course 
workers who were arriving for a big 
race to get an early start inspecting 
the slalom course. 


Rather than turn away regular cus- 
tomers, Marmot had decided to let all 
the masses up with them. However, 
there were only a handful of us partak- 
ing and the groomed runs were topped 
with about 20 cm of fresh, light pow- 
der. At 8 am, the sun was barely peek- 
ing over the mountaintops, so the dark 
lenses in our goggles were counter- 
productive until our fifth or sixth run. 
Lower visibility hardly mattered, 
though, as we had a powder covered 
playground virtually to ourselves. 

At precisely 9 am, we were waiting 
at the triple chair to cut first tracks on 
the upper mountain. New snow muf- 
fled sound. The upper mountain was 
deadly silent. With a music selection 
on the iPod carefully prepared for this 
ambience, we had our soundtrack set 
for one of the best days ever. As the 
sun began slicing through the thin 


cloud cover, the refractory nature ol 
the sky filtered out a good portion o! 
the colour spectrum and the upper 
bowls of this incredible resort were 
painted a beautiful hue of orange. 

The traverse over to the Knob Chair 
was more than promising. Only one 
set of tracks preceded us. As we 
loaded the chairlift, Marmot Peak 
looked like a giant tangerine. The cor- 
nice hanging over the upper bow! 
looked menacing. Pockets of dyna- 
mite blasts surrounded the entire 
basin, but no apparent slides had 
released. Over two metres of snow 
was stuck to these steep faces! 

With untracked lines still available 
over in Charlie's Bowl, we took off 
over the upper traverse. Without hesi- 
tation I dropped in and I was immedi- 
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ately immersed in knee-deep cement. 
The snow had settled, and coupled 
with wind and cold temperatures it 
was very difficult to get my skis to turn. 
Taylor's snowboard was a bit more for- 
giving under these conditions, but we 
both decided to traverse out of the 
bowl and head for groomed terrain. 

My young riding partner headed 
directly for the terrain park. I followed 
him in and started to pop off the 
Series of jumps linked at the edge of 
the park. Landing in 3 inches of fresh 
powder, a light “poof” blew out from 
under my skis after each jump. We 
whipped out onto Basin Run and it hit 
me. I had never seen this portion of 
the mountain so perfectly covered 
with snow. The usual ice humps from 
the underground springs were gone, 
buried underneath a generous helping 
of powder. 


WITH A COLD ARTIC air mass battling 


with a Pacific westerly flow, the tem- 

perature bounced between -20 C and 

zero the entire morning. By lunchtime, 

we already had about 20 runs under 

our belts. Taylor’s grin was frozen ear 
to ear. We were treated to an incredi- 
ble meal at the Eagle’s Nest dining 
lounge at the upper chalet that includ- 
ed a delicious, hearty tomato soup. 

. As we headed out on our wobbly 
legs, we decided to cruise Showoff 
and Highway 16. The consistency of 
the snow was incredible. We were 
carving big wide super G turns for the 
next couple of hours, It was about 3 
pm when I had what would amount to 
a really dumb idea. Why not head 
Over into Eagles East and finish the 
day off with a little extreme terrain? 
The snow was deep and heavy as 
Taylor carved some beautiful turns 
down through the trees. 

I was labouring, but the heavy 
snow was allowing some decent 
lines. I hooked a ski on a small, 
buried pine that ripped my binding 
loose. I was heading strait down a 
double black diamond on one ski, 


Straight for the trees. | tried to fall 
before I hit the pines, but was a little 
too late. I turned my head around just 
before impact, and broke two decent 
sized branches off with my cranium 
Truthfully, it really fucking hurt. i nor- 
mally ski with a helmet, but unfortu- 
nately it was sitting in the hotel room 
that day. I laid in a tree-well for about 
five minutes before a low level of 
Panic began to settle in 
After digging out for another few 
minutes, | remembered why) 
should always ski with a buddy 
ever, my “buddy” was about 1 000 v 
tical feet below me ripping it up on his 
Own. I traversed back out to the 
groomed run under the lower quad 
As I skied up to the chalet, my writing 
partner Hart was just taking off his 
skis. He looked at my snow covered 
body and broken goggles and quipped 
“You have bark in your toque.” I 
peeled it off and stuck my finger into 2 
bloody scalp, then broke out laughing 
“Now that is a truly Canadian 
phrase,” I said. 
Bark in your toque. I love Jasper. w 
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When in Jasper, follow the local 
example and graze at The Inn 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 

n Friday night, we celebrated the open- 
Or: weekend of Jasper in January by 

going to dinner at one of the town’s 
long established restaurants. The temperature 
had dipped to -25 C when my wife and I scur- 
ried into the warm confines of The Inn on 
Geikie Street, with our daughter and her two 
friends in tow. 

The Inn is easy to find because it’s part of the 
Jasper Inn. I've spent many mornings grazing at 
their breakfast buffet but this was my first time 
for dinner. The first thing that caught my atten- 
tion was the ambiance—a crackling fireplace 
and wide picture windows through which we 
could see snow falling in the courtyard. The 
court was adorned with festive lights and, as we 
watched, a herd of elk showed up to gnaw on 
the shrubs. Needless to say, the girls were 
impressed 

Our server Leslee, a long time Jasper resident, 
quickly had us settled near the fire. The menu 
was a double-sided one-pager, but don’t let that 
ool you because the selection is diverse, rang- 
ng from bison meatloaf and spaghettini bolog- 
nese to cedar plank salmon and blackened 
prime rib 

The kids, who'd snacked all the way from 
Edmonton, weren't that hungry and settled on 
only appetizers for their meals. Caesar salad 
($7), Vietnamese spring rolls ($8) and quesadilla 
($8.50) were all they wanted. With typical 
teenage aplomb, they gave a simple but straight- 
forward three-word review: “it was good”. 

My wife and I ventured much further and 
opted for the mulligatawny soup ($5), cajun 
saute prawns ($9), pasta primavera ($15) and 
stuffed chicken supreme ($20), Our feast was all 
accompanied by a half carafe of house wine 
($14), and | couldn’t resist a cool pint of Tradi- 
tional as well. 


MULLIGATAWNY IS A classic Anglo-Indian soup 


whose name means “pepper water.” What a 


SNOW ZONE 


| IN JANUARY 


way to start—it was fantastic. Chef Troy Keetch 
must have spent a few hours concocting this 
beauty, topping it with a spicy blend of lemon 
juice, cayenne pepper and curry powder that he 
got just right 

We carried on with some tasty skewered 
prawns that matched their presentation. Last 
but not least we were served the main course 
The pasta primavera had the freshest vegetables 
imaginable, but the sauce was a little on the 
skimpy side, making it a little dry but the taste 
was still there. 

On the other hand, the stuffed chicken w 
done to perfection. | love spinach and feta and 
this chicken breast was stuffed to the hilt with 
both and accompanied by rice and a generou 
portion of those same fresh vegetables. I spent 
the rest of the meal fending off my wife's fork 

Did I mention Leslee our server? Not only did 
she serve in a speedy and pleasant manner, we 
shared several backcountry ski stories and sh« 
continually stoked the fire on her way by. She 
also manned the biggest pepper grinder ! hav 
ever seen. One twist is all that’s required. 

Being in no rush and since the kids were 
enjoying themselves, they opted for fruit and ice 
cream and | topped off the meal with a Monte 
Cristo ($6). Our total bill came to $118 before 
tip, but if you were just counting a dinner for 
two the tab would have been $79 plus tip 
money well spent in my books for both value 
and taste. 

It certainly kept us coming back, as we were 
there the next morning for the breakfast buffet 
All you can eat bacon, eggs, waffles, fruit, 
yogurt, grains and much more, all beside the 
same fireplace. This is the life. | thought the 
breakfast buffet was only on weekends but 
since the Jasper Inn is so well frequented by UK 
skiers the buffet is available every morning. V 


It's easy being green at Marmot 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 

o there I was for the opening 
Ses of Jasper in January 

and seriously concerned about 
how this was going to turn out. Prob- 
lem being, I have a torn rotator cuff 
and have been patiently waiting for 
our health care system to slot me in. 
(Any day now I'm told.) 

Conditions at Marmot sounded just 
too awesome to pass up, So we head- 
ed up on Friday afternoon. | decided 
that skiing on greens runs doesn’t 
require a right pole plant but I would 
carry it any way, just for aesthetics, 
and with two Tylenol 3s for breakfast I 
was ready to go. 

My daughter Alyssa and her two 
friends Marley and Kaylyn were cool 
with the idea of having their own 
green run tour guide. Since the latter 
were on their first trip into the moun- 
tains, green runs would be choice. It 
turned out to be one of the best ski 
decisions I have ever made. 

Conditions were as good or better 
than expected. It was my 10th straight 
time attending opening weekend of 
Jasper in January, and as far as I can 
remember these conditions were the 
best: a 1.3-metre base with 10 - 20 
cms of chopped powder that has fall- 
en in the past few days. 

One of the many nice things about 
Marmot is that there are green runs 
from every lift. First run down was 
Old Road off the Eagle Express quad. 
For our family, this is the run where 
we've all learned to ski and with con- 
ditions as they were, the little diver- 
sions through the trees were 
particularly sweet. With all the snow, 
it was easy to douse closely following 
skiers with falling snow just by swat- 
ting the branches with your pole on 
the way by (for me that would be the 
left pole only) 

After six or seven rotations on Old 
Road we headed up the Paradise 
Chair and cruised the well groomed S- 
Turns and Basin Run, The kids toured 
the width of the runs while I carved 
up the chopped, powdery slopes near 
the trees. 


BY EARLY AFTERNOON we were “ready 
for the big stuff so we headed up the 
Eagle Ridge Quad. The first time up to 
the top of the mountain is always an 


__ interesting experience for beginners. 
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No matter how my daughter tried to 
calm her inexperienced companions, 
they were certain there would be no 
easy way down from here. 

The top was amazing because the 
skies had cleared and the Jasper 
townsite was easily visible along with 
the surrounding mountain peaks 
After a quick photo opportunity, we 
headed down Easy Street, cruising 
along as it meandered through some 
tree stands before hooking up with 


based on 2 adults 
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Siu! 
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Basin Run, taking us to the mid- 
mountain Paradise Chalet for a 
refreshment break. 

I remember last January when icy 
patches spotted the slopes, but this 
year, even the over-skied School 
House learning area was holding up 
exceptionally. I didn’t skid once the 
entire weekend. Bruno Ritter, owner 
of Whistler’s Inn and a shareholder in 
Marmot Basin, summed it up best 
“There is only so much snow to go 
around the world. This year it’s our 
turn.” 

I hope I get into that operating 
room before it ends. w 


INCLUD 


e Aroom with two queen beds 


e One adult ski pass for a full day of skiing in 


the Canadian rockies at one of these 


amazing ski resorts: SUNSHINE, LAKE 
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e Three story waterslide 


910 cms annual snowfall ~ Castle’s new Mount Haig now OPEN 
~ new freestyle terrain ~ 650 hectares touring and extreme 
terrain ~ same great powder ~ open bow!s ~ nestled in the 
southern Alberta Rockies ~ visit castlevacations.ca for great 
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Toll Free 1.888.678.4656 


Local 1.403.609.4656 


SNOW ZONE 


MORE 
NQ&SUITE 


JANAURY.18-~ JANUARY 24, 2007 


VWUEWESD 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 
ur National Ski Team mem- 
Or: continue to haul in the 
medals. Last weekend our 
freestyle team took their turn on the 
top of the podium. In the ladies Dual 
Slalom event, Kristi Richards from 
Summerland, BC and Jennifer Heil 
from Spruce Grove met in the final. 
No matter the outcome Canada 
was guaranteed a gold/silver finish 
and this time Richards came out on 
top after Heil failed to land her first 
jump and she bailed on the course. 
Earlier in the week Heil had captured 
a bronze and after a disappointing 
start to the season, she is starting to 
get on track. 
On the men’s side, they had two 
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many more! 
ELLA JAMESON / ella@vueweekly.com 


uilt in the 1920s, the Astoria 
B Hotel on Jasper's Connaught 

Drive has been a fixture for 
over 75 years. Across from the train 
station, the Astoria is in the heart of 
downtown, well within walking dis- 
tance of the town’s trendy boutiques 
and restaurants. 

A friend and I wheeled in there 
mid-week for a one night stay 
between Christmas and New Year’s 
and were greeted with the usual hos- 
pitality and friendliness the family-run 
hotel is known for. We arrived shortly 
after noon to find our comfortable 
room ready and waiting; a double 
with a view to the west over the top 
of the adjacent shops. The rooms are 
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Canada dominates in 
Deer Valley, USA 


%|NATIONAL TEAM 


on the podium in dual moguls as 
well, a silver and a bronze. In the 
aerials Steve Omischl of North Bay 
Ontario landed one of the most diffi- 
cult jumps en route to a silver medal 
On his second attempt, Steve was 
attempting a full, full, double, full 
That's three full flips with a double 
twist on the third. 

Unlike his failed attempt at the 
Olympics, Steve landed this one with- 
out a hitch, In total, Canadians mined 
6 medals on this tour stop, but most 
importantly they have regained som: 
much-needed confidence that wi|| 
boost them into next weekend. vw 


Looking for a room in 
Jasper? Boy, have we got 
Astoria for you 
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simple with a small desk, a wardrobe 
a TV and fridge. | was pleasantly sur 
prised to find that they have wirele 
internet access from the rooms, which 
is incredibly convenient for the travel 
ling snowboarder. 

We had booked under the “bed 
and breakfast” rate: $110 plus taxes 
which included a $15 food vouche: 
for either the De’d Dog Pub or Pap 
George’s Restaurant, both of whic! 
can be accessed from the hote! 
lobby. The pub has a great selectior 
of beers on tap and attracts b« 
locals and tourists to its comfortable 
confines and the restaurant is con 
sistently busy. 


WE SPENT THE DAY sightseeing ar 
perusing the museum, then took 
hearty walk through town and 
enjoyed a wonderful seafood dinner 
at one of Jasper’s scenic restaurant 
After an amazingly agreeable slee| 
snuggled deep in a warm comforte! 
on the fluffiest of pillows, we wok« 
late and groggily made our wa) 
downstairs for breakfast at Pape 
George's. 

We used our voucher for breakfas' 
and enjoyed the enormous breaktas 
special: a delicious plate of bacon 
eggs, hashbrowns and toast and pan 
cakes for $5.95. With a warm bottom- 
less cup of coffee, we renewed ou! 
strength in preparation for a perfect 
day on the slopes. 

The Astoria is simple, cosy and inti 
mate, attracting an array of interna 
tional clientele. During Jasper '" 
January their rates start at $72 per 
double room, including the $15 food 
voucher, a great bargain for the budg- 
et-conscious skier or boarder. w 


f Jasper have 
introduce Snow 
to Jasper. 
Jan 12 to Apr 22, 
ders and any other 
0 adventure seekers can head 
for the rail station near Calder on Fri- 
day afternoons at 4 pm to embark on 
q carefree trip to the mountains. 

Return service is Sunday evening 
leaving the Jasper station at 5:30 pm. 

| was unable to ride this opening 
weekend and have parked my invita- 
tion in my back pocket, but by all 
accounts, the ones that did had a 


Get a double dose of Fernie’s Curry Bowl 


SHEENA ROSSITER / sheena@vueweekly.com 
t's no secret to seasoned skiers 
and snowboarders alike that high 
in Fernie’s mountain lays a nice 
powder bowl never short of snow. 
The Curry Bowl easily plays as one of 
the favourite powder bowls to many 
downhill fanatics. 

Ranked among the top 10 ski 
resorts in North America, Fernie has a 
nice amount of natural powder for 
any freeriding, and the Curry Bowl is 
one of its highlights. It’s open on a 
fairly regular basis and is closed only 
occasionally, when visibility is poor. 

For the ski bunnies that came along 
for the ride rather than Fernie’s action- 
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blast. It may have had something to 
do with the open bar, free food or the 
fact that they arrived 1.5 hours early 
because east bound traffic was closed 
by avalanches in BC, allowing this 
train to ride the rails all by itself 

The mostly glass cars looked 
impressive in the station, and I'm sure 
that once the sun stays up a bit longer 
the views leaving town will be amaz- 
ing. The partners believe there will be 
a market for this special because 
stormy and icy road conditions can 
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packed powder bowl, they can still get 
a taste of Fernie’s Curry Bowl—literally 


THE LOCAL RESTAURANT that shares 
the same name is probably the most 
popular dining spot in the quaint 
mountain town, a nice spot to unwind 
after a long day on the mountain or 
just hanging out in the lodge. 
Offering numerous curry dishes 
culled from India all the way to Thai- 
land, the Curry Bowl is a charming 
small house that was transformed into 
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Ip onto the Snow Train ~ 


easily be averted, and it is unfortu- 
nately true that when these condi- 
tions are at their worst, the conditions 
on the slopes are at their best. 

The cost may scare a few but I guess 
there is a price to pay for safety and 
comfort. One-way it’s $123 dollars, 
and there are no deals for students and 
seniors as of yet. One good thing about 
Jasper is that it’s small enough to walk 
between eateries, pubs and hotels, 
reducing the importance of having 
your own transportation. Shuttle buses 
run frequently both to the slopes and 
from the train to the many hotels when 
it arrives. If you're interested you can 
book online at www.viarail.ca. v 


a restaurant. It’s located just off the 
Highway on the way to the mountain. 

For those who really need to 
unwind, they offer a great selection of 
alcoholic beverages from across the 
globe, from Singapore's Tiger beer to 
favorite local brew Kootenay. 

For those who had enough excite- 
ment on the mountain, there are 
some great exotic non-alcoholic bev- 
erages like the thai iced tea and Viet- 
namese iced coffee. 

But, with its limited seating and lack 
of waiting area, it’s advised to skip the 
post-skiing hot tub and get there early, 
or opt for a late dinner in order to 
avoid a lengthy wait fora table. w 
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Kids at Mat 


HART GOLBECK / hart@vueweekly.com 
ast weekend, up-and-coming 
13- and 14-year-olds gath- 
ered on the slopes of Marmot 
Basin. In total 136 boys and girls 
showed up to compete in two K2 
slalom races hosted by our local 
Snow Valley race team. This was 
the first event of a busy Provincial 
series. 

The number of volunteers required 
to pull this off amazed me. For hours 
on end they would stand in place 
watching and fixing gates, mending 
grooves, timing racers, handing out 
shirts, shuttling clothing from the 
start line to the finish line and some 
just appeared to be holding clip- 
boards making sure the right skiers 


rmot put’on the 
*IRACE 


were on course. These are the people 
whose friends are jealous that they've 
headed to the mountains but little do 
they know there's very little recre- 
ation involved. 

Another interesting observation 
was that these hundreds of skiers, 
parents, officials and volunteers only 
impact their run, which in this case 
was Tranquilizer, and rarely do they 
venture to the rest of the hill. You 
may see the buses, vans and trailers 
in the parking lot but except for 
lunchtime in the cafeteria, they are 
warming up or racing on their slope. 


eir race faces 


The lounges are unaffected as wel| 
because volunteers consuming alco- 
hol is strictly forbidden, 

The only time I noticed the ski rac- 
ers’ existence was when 136 pairs of 
skis were parked in front of the cafe- 
teria and immediately after lunch 
there was a bit of a rush to the quad 
chair. But after 10 minutes, lift lines 
were back to six or seven skiers and 
boarders. 

I ventured over to their run and 
watched them crash gates for 4 
while and was impressed to say the 
least. I’m not a race expert but this 
looked like an enthusiastic bunch to 
me. I think I'll have to volunteer and 
see what it’s like from the othe; 
side. v 


Choose the right fabric to stay warm 


= SKI TIPS 


SI coun CATHREA 
C9 | colin@vueweekly.com 


When Wilbert Gore was standing in his 
basement pulling on his polytetrafluo- 
roethylene, he could not have known he 
was going to change the clothing 
industry. 

Mr Gore was actually playing with 
DuPont Teflon, and by stretching it very 
thin, he was able to weave it in a manner 
that allowed yapours to escape, but 
stopped water from seeping in. Thus the 
waterproof-breathable fabric Gore-Tex 
was born. It is porous, air permeable, 
strong, hydrophobic, bio-compatible and 
weather durable. 

(Now, don’t think that there weren't 
other people out there who wanted on 
the waterproof-breathable bandwagon. 
As the ink was drying on Gore's patent, 
hundreds of other scientists were in their 
labs, pulling whatever they could get 


their hands on. Witness the other options 
in this article.) 

The first generations of Gore-Tex did- 
n't stand up too well and seemed to 
lose their waterproof capabilities after a 
short time. One of my jackets became 
more of a wick than a barrier to the ele- 
ments. After experiments with multi-lay- 
ering and using protective layers around 
the waterproof layer, we have many 
very good and durable products on the 
market today. Gore-Tex PacLite fabric, 
Gore-Tex XCR fabric, and Gore-Tex 
three-ply fabrics are as durable as they 
are waterproof. 

Remember, these are the ones to look 
for if you're going to buy Gore-Tex. The 
North Face uses Gore-Tex fabric in many 
of its outerwear pieces. Not to be out- 
done, companies like Columbia Sports- 
wear, Helly Hansen and North Face have 
been continuously working on fabrics 
that start at your feet, and finish at your 
head. The technique of “wicking” perspi- 
ration away from your body has been 
known for some time, but with the 
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3 Course Special $26.50 


e Soup 


® Broiled Shrimp and Lobster 


¢ Steamed King and Snow Crab 


* Choice of Entrees 


¢ Charbroiled Ribeye Steak 


e Spinach & Capicolli Stuffed 
ChickenBreast 


* Dessert e Chocolate Truffle Bar or Special Coffee 


Open Evenings 5pm ¢ Reservation 852-3032 
Upstairs ¢ 620 Connaught Dr. 


advancements in man-made material: 
such as polypropylene and various nylon 
derivatives, materials are performing bet 
ter than ever before. 


COLUMBIA SPORTSWEAR has a trade- 
mark material called Omni-Tech that | 
have tested now for several seasons. | 
have been very happy with its water 
proof-breathable protection, and for the 
price it’s hard to beat. It seems to stop 
water well, and the jacket and pants | 
have come with sealed seams and water- 
proof zippers. 

The Helly Tech, Helly Hansen's entry 
is also a winner. All of their Helly Tech 
garments have sealed seams. Helly Tec! 
10 is a three-layer laminate construction 
used in their top end sport clothing anc 
designed for extended use in extreme to 
rugged weather. It has a resistance rat 
ing of 10 metres hydrostatic pressure 
which | assume means you could stand 
under a waterfall and stay dry. Debbi 
Dickson of Helly Hansen explains that 
they recommend a three-layer system 
from head to toe. A light Lifa underwear 
followed by an insulating layer and th: 
outer jacket and pants. If you want | 
get everything top of the line it will co 
you around $1 000. 

All three of these companies ha 
incorporated a layering system to the! 
clothing. It was introduced several yea! 
ago and continues to be a popular f¢ 
ture. The shell and liner zip together ‘0 
one maximum-protection parka or 2!) 
apart to be worn separately. The result | 
a system that provides excellent adap! 
ability for all weather conditions or activ! 
ty levels. 

One thing | have noticed over the 
years is that | seem to be packing le 
and less each season. A pair 0! 
polypropylene ski socks and underwea 
(top and bottom), a long sleeve shir! 
inner and outer jacket, and a pair 0 
pants is all that’s needed to ski from +2! 
to —40 C. My helmet keeps my hea: 
warm most of the time, but | also like 
good micro-fleece hat that keeps the itc! 
down and head warm. 

So shop around for what you like i" 
style, but keep fabric and layering in mind 
before you spend your dollars. w 
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CONDITION REPORT 


W21-196 St 
Edmonton. Alberta 


Rabbit Hill — 60cm base, 12cm of new snow in 7 days, all lifts and runs open 
Show Valley — 60cm base, 10cm of new snow, all lifts and runs epen; x-country 
‘area open 

Sunridge — 60cm base, no new snow, all lifts and 11/12 runs open 


Alberta 
C.O.P-— 76cm base, Sem of new snow in 7 days, al fits open 
Castle Mt.— 63-209em base, fem of new snow in 7 dae, al its and 61 runs 


open 

Lake Louise — 156-175cm base, 36cm of snow in 7 days, all lifts and runs open 
Marmot Basin — 115em base, cm of new snow in the past 9 days all lifts and 
main runs open 

Mt Norquay — 135cm base, Gcm of new snow in 7 days, all lifts and runs open; 
Nakiska — 45-87cm base, 21cm of new snow in the past week, 5/6 lifts and 
24/28 runs open 

Sunshine — 173cm base, 48cm of snow in the past 10 days, all lifts and runs 
open; Celebrity Sports invitational Jan. 18-21 

Tawatinaw — 20cm of new snow, 24 downhill runs open, ski hill open Sat. and 
Sun. 10:00 —4:30 


B.C. 

Apex — 157cm base, 4em of new snow in the past 24 hours, 3/4 lifts and all 
‘uns open 

Big White — 189cm base, 15cm of new snow in the past 7 days, all lifts and 
110/118 runs open; night skiing on Tue-Sat 

Fairmont — 48-79cm base, no new snow, all lifts and 13/14 runs open 

Femie — 226cm base, 10cm of new snow in the past 7 days, 9/10 lifts and 105 


rus open 
Kicking Horse — 19'1em base, Bem of new snow in the past 7 days, all lifts and 
runs open 

Kimberley — 91-136em base, 20m of new snow in the past 7 days, § lifts and 


80 runs & glades open 
Mt. Washington — 297m base, Scm of new snow in the past 2 days, all lifts and 


funs open 

Panorama — 81-123cm base, Sem of new snow in the past 7 days, all lifts and 
120 trails & bowls open 

Powder King — 265cm base, no new snow, season's pass will be given as a 
reward in finding a cook to work the rest of the season. 

Powder Springs — 208-255cm base, 18cm of new snow in the past 3 days, all 
lifts and runs open 

Ried Mt. — 200cm base, 4em of new snow in the past 3 days, all lifts open 
Silver Star — 120-160cm base, 15cm of new snow in the past 7 days, all lifts 
and runs open 

Sun Peaks — 12cm base, 17om of new snow in the past 7 days, 11/12 lifts and 
all runs open, Slope Side Movie Night tonight 

Whitewater — 262em base, 17cm of new snow in the past 3 days, 3 lifts and 9 
funs open 

Whistler’ Blackcomb — 284cm base, 15cm of new snow in the past 7 days, 22 
lifts and 83 runs open, record breaking snowfall; 883cm (29 ft) since Nov.1 


U.S.A. 
Big Mt. — 
open 

Big Sky —90-135cem base, no new snow, 14+ lifts and 3400 acres of open ter- 
rain on 140 trails 

Crystal Mt — 100cm base, 15cm of real snow since Monday, snow guns are still 
crankin’; 5 lifts and 30/45 runs open 

49 North — 234-338cm base, Sem of new snow in the past 3 days, all lifts and 
23 (33%) of trails groomed 

Great Divide — 50-88cm base, 60 runs open, weekend tickets only 20 bucks 
Lookout Pass — 235-340cm base, 3cm of new snow in the past 3 days, Winter 
Camival & Pacific Northwest National Wife Carrying Contest Jan. 21 

Mt Spokane — 152-21 6em base, no new snow in the past 24 hours, all lifts and 
runs open 

Schweitzer Mt — 123-258em base, 3cm of new snow in the past 7 days, Young 
Rippers Funtastics begins Jan, 20 

Silver Mt. Resort — 165-228em base, 3cm of snow in past 2 days, 6 lifts and 69 
runs open 

Sun Valley — 93-128em base, no new snow, 14 lifts and 45 runs open; world's 
largest computerized snowmaking system (645 acres) 


All conditions accurate as of Jan. 17, 2007 


16cm base, Gem of new snow in the past 7 days, 8 lifts and 93 runs 


413-1554 
www.TheEasyRider.com 
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Lily of the Elk Valley 
enhances Fernie adventure 


CAROLYN NIKODYM / carolyn@vueweekly.com 

hen you're as busy as most 
Weve arranging your days 

down to the 15 minutes it'll 
take to do the dishes, it takes a lot to 
steer you away from a weekend get- 
away. After all, you need it for your 
sanity. And for my partner and I, both 
of us dreaming of early retirement 
and 200-day ski seasons, getting to 
the hill once a month is the bare mini- 
mum we can get by on. 

But when we both started fending 
off the flu with only moderate suc- 
cess, and when the blizzard hit a cou- 
ple of days before we were to make 


Panorama 


* Enjoy the comforts of home in a pro- 
fessionally managed, privately owned, 
chalet, home or condo. 

« Just a short scenic 1.5 drive from 
Banff in B.C’s beautiful Columbia 
Valley. 

* Ski, snowboard, cross-country ski, 
sleigh ride, snowshoe, heli-ski, fish, 
skate, spa, hot pools, sauna, restae- 
rants, lounges, shopping and lessons 
are all within walking distance. 

* All properties are equipped with a 
fireplace, microwave, 

dishwasher, fridge, stove, TV, DVD, 
stereo, patio and gas bbq. 

* It only makes sense to enjoy your 
worry-free winter get-a-way at Pan- 
orama with High Country Properties! 
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our foray on Fernie, it very nearly 
looked like we'd have to bow out. 

As if! As soon as we left the 
shamefully unplowed streets of 
Edmonton, the road was clear and 
our respective illnesses felt like minor 
irritations. 

Having never skied Fernie before, 
we were both excited to see the hill 
and the town in winter. James had 
been obsessively checking the condi- 
tions—as if it mattered whether the 


Ski Right To Your Door! 


snow pack was going to get better 
than 200 cms. Over two metres of 
snow on the ground! Still, before 
heading up to the hill, we stopped in 
town to pick up a fresh bottle of oil of 
oregano from The Good Earth to bat- 
ter that flu bug back a little more, a 
well as a couple of things for the nex 
day’s lunch. 

In the Elk Valley, Fernie Alpine 
Resort is just a couple kilometres wes 
of the town on the Crowsnest High 
way, and once you hit the turnoff, it 
only a couple of switchbacks up 
mountain road before you're parke: 
If you take the upper parking |o! 


Py — as 


HIGH COUNTRY PROPERTIES 


1-800-665- 1801 


www. Rcarercrouteeeen | 


you're literally 10 steps away from the 

iber Bowl Express Quad—which, if 

ou've already got a lift ticket, is as 

good as it gets. Unless, of course, 
‘re staying on the hill. 

We had reservations at the mid- 
range Wolf's Den Lodge, located right 
below the guest services complex. In 
the morning, all we'd have to do is 
cart our gear up a small incline and 
we'd be at the base of Deer Chair. The 
room wasn’t anything fancy, but for 
$99 per person with lift ticket per 
night (until Jan 25), it was a stellar 
deal. Besides, the only thing we need- 
ed to do in there was crash after a day 
on the slopes. 


THE MORNING WAS CRISP—some of 
that damp cold that non-Albertans 
talk about—and the mountain was 
being coy with cloud wrapped around 
her. As usual, we took a nice easy run 
to warm ourselves up, hanging a left 
off of the top of the short Deer Chair to 
take a quick run at Meadow. We were 
up and down in no time, so we decid- 
ed to head towards the east side of the 
mountain for a broader range of runs. 

Going up the Elk Quad, you pass a 
hotel and a number of rental chalets— 
one of which has the chair lift pass by 
within 100 feet of its large west-facing 
windows. Nothing like the gentle hum 
of a lift to get you lifted in the morning. 
Getting off the chair, James pointed out 
the Bear’s Den, a mid-mountain snack 
bar and rest stop he'd used on a sum- 
mer mountain biking trip. “I had to 
climb up a set of stairs to go in there 
last summer.” Now, the snow was 
flush with the entrance. 

From the top of Elk, we took the 
guick trip down the blue Power Trip 
and were on the Great Bear Express 
Quad. Visibility wasn’t incredible, but 
on the way up, we gazed longingly at 
the face and bowl to our left. James 
imagined taking lines off Grizzly Peak, 
but they were only pipe dreams, as 
the rock face (and cliffs) are not open 
for consumption—they'd likely tear a 
strip out of anybody who tried, any- 
way. 

Just below the cliffs, however, 
Lizard Bowl boasts some fresh pow- 
der turns for anybody willing to do a 
short hike up. While there is a handle 
tow to get you there, it wasn’t operat- 
ing—we could only guess why, but 
likely because the hill was blessedly 
not busy. 

There are plenty of runs off of Great 
Bear, everything from meandering 
cruisers to wide open quick blues to a 
couple of treed black diamonds. There 
was also plenty of snowmaking activ- 
ity going on, which made seeing diffi- 
cult—especially with my five-year old 
scratched up goggles. | was going to 
have to bite the bullet and splurge on 
a new pair or have a crappy day. 

rhe Sports Alpine shop was packed 
with others like me, who were miss- 
ing that essential item. I was pleas- 
antly surprised by the price range, 
expecting that I'd have to drop well 
over $100 for better vision. Not so, as 


‘he store boasted goggles from as low 
as $40. 


BEFORE HEADING BACK onto the 


Slopes, we got caught up in the excite- 
ment of a transceiver finding competi- 
on at the bottom of Deer Chair. With 
january being Avalanche Awareness 
Month, the hill was hosting a series of 


events over the weekend. There was 
the aforementioned competition, but 
there were also various demonstra- 
tions, including videos and a mock 
rescue by an avalanche dog 

We'd already met Lily, a three-and- 
a-half-year-old golden retriever earli 
er in the day when we crossed paths 
with her excited and wiggling frame— 
she just needed to say hi. Her owner, 
pro patroller Kirk Gutzman, apolo- 
gized for her forwardness, but there is 
nothing like watching a dog prance 
and snort in the snow to get you 
excited to play in it yourself. 

After a couple of volunteers bravely 
agreed to be buried in mounds of 
snow, Lily was put to the test. She 
found the first avalanche “victim” in 
less than five seconds, and immedi- 
ately started digging him out. The sec- 
ond victim didn’t fare as well, as Lily 
was well aware that she was being 
watched and was playing—this was 
not the real thing 

Although we were amazed with 
how fast she was at finding the vic- 
tims, Gutzman told us that the dog is 


4 . 
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just another tool in the rescue reper- 
toire. With every emergency situation 
being different, a person well trained 
with a transceiver can be just as fast 
as the dog—even when there is more 
than one buried person, sending out 
multiple signals. Where Lily comes in 
handy is in area coverage, as her 
stealthier skills enable her to expand 
the search into deeper pockets of 
snow—she can sniff out a human 
buried under many metres, 

While the extent of the early season 
snowfall makes for a potentially ava- 
lanche-heavy season, you don't have 
too much to worry about when you're 
staying in bounds, which was exactly 
what we planned on doing. 

Back on the hill, we didn’t even 
know where to begin. After hanging 
out at Louise, Marmot and Sunshine 
for years, it was exciting to have a 
whole new mountain to explore. And 
even though we still had a day and a 
half to do it, | doubted that we'd see 
the whole thing—I mean, there are 
five bowls to choose from 

Eeny, meeny, miney, go! w 
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Isn't it time you joined the 
Century Grill club? 


CHRISTOPHER THRALL / dish@vueweekly.com 
f ¥ can't believe it!” my easily- 
‘I impressed toddler kept squeal- 
Behe es we pulled up to the 


gt: nite that dazzled her was 
the rather standardly stylish big box, 
but boasted some glassed-in patios 
that would be stunning in warmer 
weather. As it was, we cursed the 
extra distance as we trotted through 
the chilly gathering dusk. 

We passed through an elegant set 
of double doors to instantly become 
as impressed as our daughter. Some- 
body paid a very good interior design- 
er a lot of money. 

The lobby was buzzing at 5:30 ona 
Sunday evening, but most of it was 
confined to the dimly lit lounge. We 
easily scored a booth next to the heav- 
enly aromas and the warm, burnished 
copper tones of the open kitchen. 

The dining room was casually 
swanky. Plenty of tables stretched out 
across the huge space, which was 
rendered more intimate by grand- 
scale dried flower arrangements and 
warmly lit ceilings pulled closer by 
huge Styrofoam snowflakes. (Unbe- 
lievably, the snowflakes worked.) 

We took the comfortable booth, 
featuring a dark wood table and 
earthy suede upholstery that main- 
tained the impression of elegance. We 
were just happy that the semicircle 
allowed us to contain our active kid. 

Though I found it hard to believe, 
the menu’s prices didn’t maintain the 
décor's elite approach. The cuisine is 
approachable but slightly more 
refined, boasting appetizers like bite- 
sized Kobe beef burgers and jumbo 
prawns prepped like corn dogs for 
under $15. Tantalizing entrées such 
as osso bucco, a rack of lamb and a 
vegetarian lasagna topped out in the 
mid-$30s. Every description was wor- 
thy of a second look, the signature 
steaks were mouth-watering and the 
Lobster BLTC (with havarti, only avail- 
able in the lounge) sent me reeling. 

We needed something quickly to 
take the edge off our hunger and dis- 
tract our daughter, so my wife chose 
the “colossal crab cake tower” ($14) 
to start and I pointed at the Masi 
Campofiorin ($8.25) from the Reds: 
Italian section of the well-rounded 
wine list. My bride (two days from 
giving birth to our second daughter) 
elected for a virgin pina colada ($4). 


IN A QUEST for an entrée, however, 
the Highlander said it best: There can 
be only one. When my eyes found the 
Century Platter, my search was done. 
For $57, the platter promised grilled 
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beef tenderloin, herb chicken and 
prawns with a couple of sides. It is 
rare to see a combination of entrées 
on the same plate, so the novelty 
claimed us. Our sweet, very quick 
server smiled happily as she delivered 
our drinks and took our order. 

My wife's sweet, iced coconut drink 
was a hit with the girls, while my wine 
was fascinating. Its rich, dark aroma 
was very aggressive at first, but the 
wine painted a strong, flat flavour of 
sour black cherry across my tongue. It 
held a surprise at the end: an exquis- 
itely fruity bouquet that far outstripped 
any Shiraz I had ever tasted. As I 
sipped, the dining room filled with 
multigenerational families and plenty 
of dates, dressed from business casual 
to t-shirts and jeans. Oddly enough, 
nobody seemed terribly out of place. 

Distracted by the swelling crowd, I 
didn’t see the approach of our appe- 
tizer. Three puck-sized cakes were 
impaled on a bamboo stalk and 
stacked on a bed of shredded green- 
ery. Their crisp exterior broke open to 
produce a cloud of fragrant steam 
redolent of the West Coast crab and 
spring potato paste inside. Cracked 
peppercorns occupied one end of the 
rectangular plate to give each bite a 
little extra kick, and a sweet tomato 
coulis was drizzled generously across 
the middle. 

Best. Fish stick. Ever. Captain High- 
liner would weep. 

Our friendly server kept the pace 
steady and we didn’t have long to 
wait for our meal. A hot metal platter 
was placed on our table and it felt like 
the restaurant was holding its breath. 
An array of foodstuffs assaulted our 
eyes and noses, nearly causing me to 
burst into sobs of pure joy. 

Accented with asparagus and swiss 
chard, the medium-rare tenderloin 
laid in glorious repose under a hearty 
three-prawn skewer. The herbed 


chicken breast cosied up to equally 
herbed roast vegetables while ; 
horseradish mash and a shitake riso\ 
to formed the base for this succulen 
tower of culinary delight. It felt posi- 
tively medieval but contemporarily 
elegant at the same time. 

Flavour piled on flavour until th 
entire dish nearly took flight. The ten- 
der, lean beef was underseasoned 
but the lemon tones of the chicken 
more than made up for it. Lemon 
enhanced the mash as well, which 
melted in my mouth to leave only 
hints of horseradish on my tongue. Ur 
on top, the prawns possessed a dense 
fire that had me licking my lips to tray 
any errant spices. 

However, as delighted as we were 
with the dish, the crowning glory 0 
the Century Platter was one of the 
most prosaic: that risotto was phe- 
nomenal! Simultaneously salty, chees 
and creamy, the texture knocked me 
out and the flavour delivered the cou 
de grace. | begrudged my wife her ow: 
taste and bartered the last prawn fo: 
the remainder. We finished off the 
platter of enhanced comfort food by 
dividing up the Portobello mushroon 
cap and savouring its earthy richness 


WE BOXED UP a light lunch’s worth ol 
leftovers. When I finally put down m 
fork and turned back to my Can 
pofiorin, I discovered that it had blos 
somed into a milder front end whil: 
keeping its boisterous finish. It made 
for a special treat at the end of a grea! 
meal. But we weren’t done yet. 

Nothing was stopping me from 
cracking that dessert menu, whic! 
included specialty coffees, aperit!'s 
and dessert beers that I ignored com- 
pletely. I skipped the strawberry 
rhubarb crumble, a banana carame! 
wrap and the $12 Callebaut fondue In 
favour of the lavender honey scente¢ 
créme brdlée ($8). My wife couldn't 
resist the featured chocolate cheese 
cake with créme anglaise ($8). 

Both arrived quickly, along with 4 
very reasonable bill for $105 including 
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JENNIFER MARIE LEWIN / jennifer@vueweekly.com 
© Ukrainians, the most impor- 
tant dinner is the Holy Supper 
on Christmas Eve. | figured this 
out by the amount of time my mom 
spent in the kitchen and the amount 
of washing | had to do after it: 12 
meatless dishes are served to repre- 
sent the 12 apostles of Christ. (ust to 
confuse vegetarians, fish is included 
in the meal.) 

The Holy Supper falls after Christ- 
mas in Canada, so if we didn’t eat 
enough during the holiday season, 
this meal filled us up until February. 

When | discovered that Taste of 
Ukraine prepared their own Christ- 
mas dinner for $36, I reserved the last 
table in the restaurant. Unfortunately, 
our dinner guest came down with the 
flu, so my husband and I went solo. 

We observed the traditional fast on 
the day we were to enjoy the feast. 
Most Ukrainians fast to remember the 
hardship Mary endured on her way to 
Bethlehem, but our reasons were 
much more practical. There would be 
a ridiculous amount of food served 
that evening, and it would be foolish 
to have anything else in our stomachs. 

We entered the packed restaurant, 
and | glanced around, delighting in 
the decorative detail. Bright murals of 
sunflowers frescoed the walls, and 
white lights twinkled in the ceiling. 
Nesting dolls and brightly-coloured 
dishes poked out of shelves, while 
each table displayed an ornately- 
stiiched tablecloth. 

We were led back into another 
unigue room containing a gallery 
filed with folkloric paintings. Taking 
our Coke ($2.25) and virgin margarita 
($3.95) orders, our server assured us 
that the meal would start shortly. 

| was impressed with the attention 
to detail in preparing the atmosphere 
for this most special evening. As per 
tradition, hay stalks were spread 
around the centrepiece of our table in 
memory of the Christ child in the 
manger. Braided bread (kolach), sym- 
bolizing prosperity, was the focal 
point of the table and boasted a single 
white candle stretching heavenwards. 
Sur server lit the candle as she 
orought the first dish of the evening. 


COOKED WHEAT (kutchya), a symbol of 
family and fertility, is always the first 
indispensable dish. Its ancient origin 
Starts the meal in a ceremonial man- 
ner. Often the oldest member of the 
family throws a spoonful of kutchya 
to the ceiling: the more kernels that 
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stick, the more prosperity is expected 
in the coming year. Not wanting to be 
thrown out of the restaurant, my hus- 
band merely raised his spoon to me 
as he took the first bite. It was a sweet 
mix of honey, wheat and poppy seeds. 
The sample was large enough to whet 
our appetites for the upcoming dishes. 

A short while later, the next two 
courses appeared. The slightly sweet 
kolach, light and gently sprinkled with 
poppy seeds, tasted fantastic. The only 
difference between this and those I 
grew up with was the shape. Typically, 
kolach is baked in a ring shape to rep- 
resent eternity, and this one was 
baked in a loaf. However, the taste 
was as savoury as I remembered. 

A thick bowl of borscht on the side 
was a tasty mélange of shredded beets, 
beans and parsley. In the centre of the 
bowl, two tiny ushka dumplings resem- 
bled little ears, from which their name 
is derived. These treats proved to be 
my favourites of the evening, stuffed 
with a delicate mushroom filling and 
bursting with flavour in my mouth. 

Losing a bit of stamina, I sympa- 
thized with my husband's sigh as we 
noted how many courses were left. 
Pickled herring, a beet vinaigrette and 
cod/salmon studynetz were the next 
trio to arrive. Out of a sense of obliga- 
tion, I tried a piece of the fish. I’m not 
a huge fan of pickled herring. It tasted 
exactly as I remembered, and I gave 
the rest to my husband. The beet 
vinaigrette was borscht in a solid 
form: beets and beans were blended 
with a mild dressing to produce a 
pleasant salad. The cod/salmon stu- 
dynetz was a new dish to me. The 
slightly salty combination of jellied 
salmon and cod was dotted with pars- 
ley for a surprisingly tasty anda 
refreshing pause before the richness 
in the upcoming dishes. 

We had a break in our feast as 
Christmas carolers sang traditional 
Ukrainian songs. It was perfectly 
timed, as neither my husband nor | 
could think about another course. 
Soon enough, plates filled with 
varenyky (perogies), holubtsi (cab- 
bage rolls), beans, mushrooms, sauer- 
kraut and fish came rolling by. 

For most full-blooded Ukrainians, 
no dish is more tempting than a well- 


filled varenyky. These were stuffed 
with tender potato and onion, then 
drizzled in butter and sautéed onions. 
Tam ashamed to admit that | could 
only eat one. The holubtsi were 
agreeable—filled with rice and cooked 
with a tomato sauce—but I found 
them to be a little on the sticky side. 

The beans were prepared tradition- 
ally, mashed with garlic, and | smiled 
at the strength of the dish. Vampires, 
be warned: I adore garlic and this par- 
ticular dish will keep away anything 
evil. (Although I am sure that my hus- 
band was hoping for breath mints at 
the end of the meal.) The sauerkraut 
was disappointing; we both found it 
too acidic and left the remainder on 
our plates. I really enjoyed the aro- 
matic mushrooms, bursting as they 
were with juices and herbs. 


THE PINNACLE OF the Holy Supper is 
the fish entrée. It is often prepared 
more elaborately on Christmas than 
on any other day. The fried sole 
offered by Taste of Ukraine was no 
exception. Carefully battered and ten- 
derly baked, it left us both wishing 
that we had the appetite to enjoy it. 
Red-faced, we requested over half our 
main courses packaged, ordered a 
coffee ($1.95) and a cherry tea ($1.95) 
and waited for our food to digest. 

The crowd, which had been preoc- 
cupied with eating, was now preoccu- 
pied with socializing. It was difficult 
to hear each other between the bursts 
of laughter and conversation at each 
table. The spirits were flowing as 
freely as the food. 

Our tired server came with the 
uzvar (stewed fruit) as well as our 
beverages. The fruit was an energiz- 
ing, earthy blend of apricots and 
prunes. Finally, a jovial plate filled 
with pampushky (doughnuts), 
makivnyk (poppy seed rolls) and 
khrustyky (Ukrainian dainties) 
appeared. As we sipped our bever- 
ages, we tried to make room for the 
rich pastries. 

The pampushky were crammed 
with a flavourful but slightly tart prune 
filling. Equally heavy, the makivnyk 
were filled with poppy seeds and 
honey. I could barely sample a single 
light khrustyky sprinkled with icing 
sugar before I threw in the towel. 

Beyond full, we rolled out of the 
taste of the Ukraine $100 lighter 
including tax and tip. Luckily for our 
stomachs and our wallets, Ukrainian 
Christmas comes only once a year 


Khrystos Rodyvsya! v 


MONDAY JANUARY 2>. 


Get your ea Woougie on with Se, 


“TUE JAN 22 - SAT JAN 27 
AROUND THE WORLD IN 5 DAYS 


TUES - IRELAND 

WED-JAPAN © 
THU - SCOTLAND ~ 
FRI - AUSTRALIA 


SAT - BRAZIL 


10616-82 AVE. 414-6766 
WWW.OBYRNMES.COM 


DOWNTOWN 


edmonton city centre 


(102 ave. and 100A st.) 


for reservations ph. 


426-4RMS (4767) 


Thu-Sat Jan 18-20 


AUDREY OCHOA 


$5 Cover Fri & Sat 


JANUARY 24 - SUPPER 


LU - 6PM 


my 1 : af itiven Gaus 
rhe Foods of Our Lives 

{ fasting menu of the foods we enjoyed at the ages af 

1 U4. 24, 30 with dessert based on our twilight years. 


PEBRUARY 28 - SUPPERCLUD - 6PM 


Oodles of Noodles’ 
(HL ALL 426-4767 TO RESERVE YOUR SE 


DISH JANAURY 18 - JANUARY 24,2007 WUT 


FIRST READ is our new exclusive news letter! By theese you will 
be permitted to enter all of our upcoming contests! Also you will be the 
first to get all the top stories from the upcoming issue of Vue Weekly 

before it hits the stands in your area! Be the first to read FIRST READ! 


City Spice e-Magazine 


> you with the hollest places 
4% dine, the coolest 
seasonal events, and the 


entertainment options 


Alberta s thriving 


urban scene! 


PravelAlbertaLive 


JANUARY 18 - JANUARY 24, 2007 


If you're not su 
Malbec on this one 


£2 NICE LEGS 


= | JAMES LYLE 
= nicelegs@vueweekly.com 


2004 TERRAZAS DE LOS ANDES MALBEC 
au DE LOS ANDES, ARGENTINA, 


Malbec is my favourite grape. Often used 
by French winemakers as a blending 
grape, it provided Cabernets with a more 
even texture and Merlots with a deeper 
colour. The Argentineans have won my 
heart, though: their wine industry has 
embraced this grape as their own. 

This grape is planted high on the 
plateaus beneath the Andes. The desert- 
like conditions with little rain and high 
temperatures during the summer are ideal 
for growing Malbec. Not every winemaker 
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FOOD & WINE IN JASPER The Fairmont 
Jasper Park Lodge EPICurean Food & 
Wine Festival starts with the colourful 
Stomp! opening reception and market 
square on Fri, Feb 2, and concludes with a 
lavish Sunday brunch on Feb 4. The com- 
plete event package also includes two 
nights’ accommodation, a full program of 
tastings and demonstrations, Saturday 
breakfast and lunch, the gala dinner fol- 
lowed by a Winter Gold ice wine recep- 
tion and various Sunday morning 
activities starting at $1 298 per couple. 


Wine Tasting 
every Wednesday 
from 4 til8 om 
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makes it well, but those who have mas- 
tered it make some marvelous juice. 

The Terrazas is a well-made Malbec 
Upon opening this deep raspberry red 
wine, it emits odours of black cherries 
and caramel. The nose starts out very 
strong, almost too strong, but then quick- 
ly fades. | found the first taste well-ba| 
anced, with the fruit evolving through the 
palate. The concentration of fruit and tan- 
nins at the front is a bit strong but should 
give way with time. The flavours last 
through to the back of the palate. 

This was an enjoyable wine to drink 
but far from outstanding. The Terrazas 
would be an excellent wine for first-time 
Malbec drinkers. As their tastes develop 
they will likely seek out something more 
consistent, well-developed and Jess 
reliant on tannins. 

That said, it's still a Malbec, and that's 
okay with me. w 


Visit fairmont.com/jasper/ for details 


HOW TO TASTE WINES Bin 104 is offe 
ing two series of courses on wine tast 
ing, both run by certified Sommelies 
Morris Lemire. The introductory course 
($175) features six Tuesday-night tast 
ings to build a solid understanding of 
what makes a good wine. The interim 
ate course ($200) runs five Monday 
nights with an optional sixth session of a 
gourmet food and wine dinner at Packrat 
Louie's ($85). Wine newbies, collectors 
and enthusiasts: learn how to get the 
best wine for your dollar. Visit 
bin104.com or call 436.8850. 


Dish Weekly spills the beans on culinary 
happenings around town. Got an event 
an announcement or some unsubstantia 
ed gossip? Email dish@vueweekly.com or 
fax 426.2889. 


CENTURY GRILL 
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GST. Somehow, our daughter score 

both lush strawberry garnishes from 
the beautiful desserts, but they kep! 
her from demanding more substantia 
tastes so we let her have them. M 

wife’s substantial portion of cheese- 
cake on a fine black plate was A 

in her books (for which I took he! 
word, since I don’t do cheesecake) 

I eagerly broke the crust of ™m) 
light, creamy créme. It was cooler 
than I expected, but sweet and lus- 
cious. I dipped the accompanyins 
cookie into the bowl and sank int: 
the sensual pleasure of my dessert ! 
barely resisted cleaning it out with my 
fingertip by the end. 

On our way out, moving much 
more slowly than when we walked 
in, my wife and I shared a glance. “! 
can't believe it!” 1 squealed in a pass 
able falsetto, and my wife laughed 
Believe it or not, Century Grill soare¢ 
past every expectation | had and 
redefined an excellent, modern din- 
ing experience. Ww 
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LOCAL CHOREOGRAPHERS OFFER A TRIO OF DANCES AS AN ODE TO THE MYSTERIOUS CREATURE 


SHERRY DAWN KNETTLE / sherry @vueweekly.com 
™— A J henever January comes 
around, the quest to over- 
yo come the post-Christmas 
blues makes it seem as though every- 
body is going for a winter escape to 
an exotic island—somewhere to 
warm up in the bright sunshine, to 
hear the sound of waves on the beach 
and to drink some rum or tequila. 

Meanwhile, here in winterland, 
those of us who are between ski trips 

or just loathe the cold need a reminder 
that winter isn’t forever. We could have 
ditched the snow and gone to warmer 
climates like everybody else, but now 
we can only fantasize about it by gaz- 
ing longingly into our favourite aquari- 
um at West Ed Mall. Watching fish 
gliding, floating and darting freely 
through the little water world, it’s easy 
to escape into the magical world of sea 
creatures and imagine that we're on a 
hot, sandy beach. 

Since we didn’t opt for an ocean 
getaway this year, however, three 
women at one of Edmonton's newest 
dance companies are bringing the 
ocean and some of its magical water 
creatures to us. 

Mermaid Tales is a set of three 
dances choreographed by Cheryl 
Fontaine, Linda Turnbull and Raena 
Waddell of the NewDance Collective, 
a group that was formed a couple of 
years ago when MacEwan College 
closed its dance program. The trio 
curated the successful gala celebrat- 
ing the program's achievements, and 
have since performed various works 
around the city, including the Expanse 
Festival and DanceFest@Nextfest. 

For Mermaid Tales, the three chore- 
ographers researched the origins and 
mythology surrounding mermaids and 
Séa creatures, basing their work on a 
book called Mermaid Tales from Around 
the World by Mary Pope Osborne. 

The project involves a community 
of local artists who stayed out their 
winter here in our city. Seven dancers 
and a group of musicians, videogra- 
phers and other artists combine their 
skills for the magical performance. 


FONTAINE, TURNBULL AND WADDELL 
each take differing approaches to the 
tmystical creatures and the magical 
world they come from. While Waddell 
happily finds her inner mermaid, Turn- 
bull Is a skeptic who takes us on a 
journey to the circus at the bottom of 
the ocean, and Fontaine applies con- 
temporary social commentary to an 
ancient tale about love gone wrong. 

_ Ancient mythology provides the ori- 
sins of mermaid tales, including the 
appearance of the half-woman, half 


FAL JAN 19 & SAT, JAN 20 (8 Pl) 
ERMAID TALES 
CHOREOGAAPHED BY CHERYL FONTAINE, 
LINDA TURNBULL, RAENA WADDELL 
PERFORMED BY CHERYL FONTAINE, 
LINDATTURNBULL, RAENA WADDELL, 
AMANDA BUDA-BRAUN, THEA GREEN, 


TRACY FRIESEN, KATHY METZGER-CORRIVEAU 
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sea-creature found in Greek and 
Indigenous American folklore. 

A frequent theme in these stories 
involves mermaids who yearn to be 
human and are yearned for in return 
by human men, especially sailors who 
have been rumoured to fall over- 
board, drowning in pursuit of the 
beautiful ocean goddesses. 


PREVUE 


The most recent embodiment of the 


mermaid, of course, was seen on 
screen in the form of Ariel, in The Lit- 
tle Mermaid; there was also Madison, 
the mermaid played by Daryl Hannah 
in the 1984 movie Splash. Other than 
these two, however, we don't know a 
lot of other mermaids by name, but 
thanks to the NDC, a few mermaids 
are about to be named, coming to life 
through the stories the women tell. 

Cheryl Fontaine has choreographed 
a work called Menana, based on a 
Native American legend about the 
metamorphosis of a mermaid into a 
human being. 

“Basically it’s kind of a Romeo and 
Juliet [tale], where she falls in love with 
a man, but because she’s different, 
because they know she's a water spirit, 
they won't let her marry the man and 


they don’t accept her,” Fontaine 
explains. “Because of the ignorance— 
and they can’t understand where she 
comes from—they won't accept her. So 
the couple never gets together.” 

In Menana, Fontaine takes a look at 
human ignorance and how it prevents 
others from living to the fullest poten- 
tial. Waddell, who's always been 
obsessed with mermaids, dances the 
role of the mermaid for Fontaine and 
has the opportunity to live out her life 
dream in Menana, by transforming her 
two feet into a tail. 

“I have always had a life-long 
obsession with all things mermaid 
that runs much deeper than just the 
Ariel image,” Waddell says. “So natu- 
rally, I have always desired my own 


mermaid tail. | was ridiculously giddy 
slipping into my tail for the first 
time—I joked with Linda and Cheryl 
that my little mermaid’s heart was 
singing!” 

“Raena loves having her tail,” Turn- 
bull adds. “She’s as close to a mer- 
maid as anyone can be. She could not 
be happier. But she can't walk—it’s 
like wearing one great big sock.” 

“Since my legs are fully bound in 
the tail, I can’t walk in it,” Waddell 
says. “So to move around, I have to 
slither and slide just as I imagine a 
mermaid would on land.” 


THE SLITHERING, stiding motion wad- 
dell mentions is easy to take for 
granted when we think about mer- 
maids, but both she and Turnbull have 
found that it-takes a lot of muscle to 
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get around. 

Turnbull, who, in Menana, dances 
the role of the mermaid after she’s 
been transformed into a human, 
walks with her arms before she learns 
to use her legs. 

“Linda is literally trying to learn 
what it’s like to learn how to walk,” 
Fontaine says, adding that if you've 
been a mermaid all your life, and sud- 
denly find yourself owning a pair of 
legs, you're bound to have no 
strength in them. With this in mind, 
Turnbull has been working with 
images of child-like movement, loss 
of balance and paralysis. 

Turnbull's own theory of mermaid 
evolution is told in the magical story 
Feejee. Hers is the legendary 19th cen- 


tury mermaid who was caught and 
put on display by PT Barnum but 
eventually discovered to be a hoax. 
Turnbull brings a circus-like, fun 
approach to the piece. 

“{'ve never had much of an obses- 
sion with mermaids and don’t have a 
connection to them,” she says. 

Because of this, Turnbull looked to 
the world outside and its commercial- 
ization of mermaids. She mixes in a 
bag of tricks for entertainment that 
includes a variety of creatures who 
live in the sea. 

You might remember Turnbull from 
her breakthrough solo performance 
Yellow Fever during last summer's 
Fringe Festival. After spending con- 
siderable time reworking the piece, 
she’s now embarking upon her first 
group dance piece. 


“It's different working with other 
dancers,” she says. Communicating 
movement to your dancers in order to 
relate a story to the audience is more 
challenging than Turnbull had expect- 
ed. “And the piece is physically quite 
demanding.” 

She considers for a moment the 
minimal costuming the dancers wear 
and how they have to cover up the 
bruises that they’ve accumulated 
during rehearsals. Mermaids, 
remember, are supposed to look deli- 
cate, and Turnbull's mermaids have 
been diving, not into the watersbut 
onto the floor. 

The fragile, feminine appearance of 
mermaids might be part of their 
appeal, but real mermaids must have 
tremendous strength and co-ordina- 
tion to do what they do when they're 
not swimming. imagine the quintes- 
sential mysterious mermaid, seen sit- 
ting on a rock in the water. It wasn’t 
easy for her to get up there, especially 
considering that she did her rock 
climbing without the help of legs. 

And although a mermaid’s job is to 
appear beautiful and helpless, she can 
be deceptively powerful. As the pro- 
tector of all women, she sometimes 
conjures up a storm to wreak revenge 
upon a shipload of unsuspecting men 
who aroused her anger 


MERMAID WORSHIPPERS attempt to 


appease her anger by sending offer- 
ings of perfume, crystals and fruit out 
to sea 

"The imagery of that is stunningly 
beautiful to me—giving offerings to 
the sea,” says Waddell. “It conjures up 
so many images, and | definitely feel 
that I've been inspired by that.” 

Waddell's work titled Yemaya Melu- 
sine, also based on an ancient indige- 
nous tale, is about a woman who was 
cast out to sea and becomes a mer- 
maid with incredible power. Waddell 
combines two stories, one of the 
African/Caribbean Yemaya, the moth- 
er of all oceans, and that of Sedna, 
the Inuit woman who was thrown 
overboard by her father 

As Waddell, Fontaine and Turnbull 
describe mermaids and their mytholo- 
gy, they paint vivid images of the sea 
spirits, making it easy to imagine 
sometimes that the sea creatures real- 
ly did exist. But without mermaid fos- 
sils or skeletons, we can only 
speculate on the origins of mermiaitis 
and their many legends 

“We'll never know if mermaids 
really exist,” Turnbull says. “There's so 
much down there. Maybe there really 
is a circus beneath the ocean's sur- 
face.” vw 
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Who's with 
who? Just 
remember it’s 
musical lovers 


DIRTY LAUNDRY 


JOEL SEMCHUK 


ae dirtylaundry @vueweekly.com 


Everyone was at reporter Stubby 
Woods's place, watching slides. Cheryl 
and Hogie Oogachakka bought a drill to 
spice up their marriage; Hogie’s new 
catchphrase is, “The Puck Stops Here,” 
and he told the marriage counsellor to 
go fuck himself. Meanwhile, Dr Excel- 
lente has been spreading VDs. And 
speaking of being dirty, Ty Knotley 
wants a deep probe of the team ... a 
cavity-search-type probe. 

And that’s how the team prepared 
for its game against the Buffalo Wings. 

Diane’s well-being is still being com- 
promised: Jamie-Majors Capilano swears 
that the hole she dug and covered with 
false grass at the base of Diane's stairs 
was just to “Scare her a little.” 

Dr Excellente, afraid of losing his 
mistress, is doing his best to get Jamie 
to abandon her pursuits, but Jamie was 
later seen painting the lines of a trap 
while Ty and ex-coach Rollie discussed 
the possibility of getting Rollie re-hired. 

Commentator Skeets was 15 hours 
estranged from a life that was ruined 
by a Pong machine; it all ended with his 
wife taking the kids and the car. As a 
result, Skeets'’s game commentary was 
laced with vicious vilification directed 
at his ex but it was enough to charm 
Laurel ... however, Skeets was scared, 
so Laurel left him with an intimate 
promise on his decision. 

With Captain Derrick Capilano gone 
treating gonorrhea, Minsky and 
Oogachakka held the team together for 
a 4-0 win over the Buffalo Wings. The 
win was no doubt aided by Ty’s having 
secretly hired 11-year-old Shannon, who 
was dying of a rare illness, to referee. 
Shannon lived long enough to throw the 
game ... and died on national television 
just after confessing to being bribed. 

But, now that Hogie was back in the 
groove, he got a hat trick in bed later 
on; Cheryl promised that his puck could 
stop there whenever it wanted. 

Meanwhile, Minsky gave Coach 
Mitzie a ride home; then after throwing 
himself down on her bed, he was 
caught having a drink when Mitzie’s 
husband Rollie walked in 

Next week the Die-Hards remain in 
Edmonton, but they won't be playing 
anyone. w 


Spot the typo! 


We're not especially good spellers, as 
some of you are fond of pointing out, so 
we can pretty much guarantee that there's 


a typo, grammatical error or some other 
boo-boo in this issue. The first several 
people (rather arbitrarily chosen) to send 
an e-mail to carolyn@vueweekly.com 
detailing such a find win their pick from 
the pile of astoundingly horrible 
CDs in our offices. 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

n the surface, you could just 
O= that Coralie Cairns and 

Glenn Nelson fight like an 
old married couple; their verbal spar- 
ring certainly has the pinpoint accu- 
racy that can only come from 
familiarity, not to mention the fact 
that each seems to get as much 
pleasure out of annoying the other as 
the other gets annoyed by the other's 
pleasure in doing so. 

There's more to it, though—most- 
ly, it's that many old married couples 
don’t have wits nearly as quick as 
this pair of veteran Edmonton actors. 

“We're usually pretty good, though 
there’s been a few times we've 
almost ripped each other's heads off. 
The worst we ever got into was— 
which show was it, actually? It was- 
n’t our first,” says Cairns, looking, in 
a move she likely regretted immedi- 
ately after, towards Nelson for help. 

“No, it was one of the middle 
shows,” replies Nelson, his baritone 
dropping as the sentence wears on. 
“We were having a disagreement 
over how a scene should go, and 
Coralie was, as usual, remarkably 
wrong, so it was up to me to come in 
and save the show.” 

“Oh yes, of course,” shoots back 
Cairns, shifting her disapproving look 
from Nelson towards me. “He would- 
n't know what to do if he didn’t have 
me to abuse. He needs me to sharp- 
en his teeth on, which is why he’s 
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such a caustic little blankity-blank to 
me all the time.” 

“Oh yes, poor Coralie,” mocks Nel- 
son. “Ever the wronged angel— 
Mother Theresa and Mother Coralie, 
both perfect, harmless souls.” 

Their—ahem—working relation- 
ship is put to good use in Sexy 
Laundry, Shadow Theatre’s latest 
that follows the adventures of a 
married couple who have 
sequestered themselves in a chic 
hotel room with a copy of Sex For 
Dummies in an attempt to revive 
their stagnant marriage. 


THERE'S MORE THAN just the chem- 
istry of the two leads that pushes 
what seems like a fairly standard 
story into something fairly special, 
according to Cairns and Nelson: 
though it’s territory well trod, it’s 
handled by Vancouver playwright 
Michelle Rim! with a grace not nor- 
mally apparent in these middle-age 
navel-gazers. 

"Things become stereotypical 
because there’s truth to them, and I 
think Michelle has done a very good 


co 
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job of finding the truth within these 
things, and not just leaving them as 
some theatrical fluff,” explains Nel- 
son. “She gets to the heart of why 
these characters are reacting the 
way they are, and she realizes that,- 
ultimately, they want the same 
things, and they're saying they want 
the same things, they just can’t figure 
out how to listen to each other.” 
“That sort of miscommunication is 
part of any relationship, not just cou- 


ples, though,” Cairns agrees for th 
first time in our conversation. "An, 
time you know someone we!}| 
enough, you almost just stop listen 
ing to them, and start looking for the 
markers, hearing what they say with- 
out actually listening to what it is 
they're saying. 

“I have to say,” adds Cairns, after a 
second of pause. “It’s a lot more fun 
to watch that happen than be in the 
middle of it, though.” wv 


Drunken God mocks Canadian identity 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

ust a few days before he touched 

down in Edmonton, Kurt Spen- 

rath got some news that made 
returning home that much sweeter: 
the play he’s producing with long- 
time friend and fellow BFA 2000 
grad, Trevor Duplessis, Drew Hayden 
Taylor's In a World Created by a 
Drunken God, was nominated for 
the Governor General's Award in the 
drama category. 

“I'd like to think that my reputa- 
tion in the city is good enough that 
people would think I'd choose a 
good play, anyway,” says Spenrath 
with a bit of a chuckle. “But, you 
know, I've been away for a few years 
now, and I really don’t think I have 
the sway that the Governor General 
Awards do, unfortunately.” 

Currently reclined across from 
Duplessis in the corner booth at the 
quintessential Edmonton actor hang- 
out, the Next Act, Spenrath has spent 
almost five years acting and direct- 
ing in Toronto, though only after he 
made his name here working with, 
among others, Dead English Theatre 
and his sketch comedy troupe, the 
Pompous Weasels. 

In the here and now, though, Hay- 
den Taylor's nominated script—it 
ended up losing, sadly, to Daniel 
Maclvor’s J Still Love You—is not only 
a return for Spenrath, but something 
of a re-emergence for Duplessis, 
who has taken the last few years off 
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of acting to teach and try to geta 
family going. As Duplessis explains, 
there’s few people he'd rather jump 
back into the pool with than Spen- 
rath—an incident with dirty dishes 
notwithstanding. 

“I trust Kurt a lot, so I knew I'd 
like whatever he came to me with. 
And aside from getting a dirty soup 
bowl thrown at my face, it’s been 
great so far,” says Duplessis with a 
bit of a glare, before explaining. 
“There’s one scene where I'm sup- 
posed to get a garbage can in the 
face, but Kurt—and I’m not sure 
what he was thinking—decided to 
just improvise with this bowl, which 
was used, which was sort of an 
unpleasant surprise.” 

“Come on, man,” Spenrath 
defends himself. “It was acting.” 

“Right,” shoots back Duplessis. 
“Well, I guess I just acted pissed off 
at you for the next 20 minutes.” 


BICKERING ASIDE, both are very excit- 
ed to take a crack at Drunken God, 
the story of half-native Jason Pierce 
(Duplessis) who unexpectedly gets 
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asked by Harry Dieter (Spenrath), the 
white half-brother he’s never met, to 
donate a kidney to their dying father, 
who abandoned Jason’s mother not 
long after he was born. 

As Spenrath explains, one of the 
plays greatest strengths is how it 
manages to both address universal 
issues of abandonment and human 
decency, while existing firmly in the 
political landscape that comes with 
Native issues in Canada. 

“I play an American, which is a 


really nice trick by the playwrigh! 

because Canadians are so used ‘0 
complaining about them, how they 
don’t understand that we're a sepa- 
rate culture, with our own desires 
and values and ways of expressing 
ourselves and everything that comes 
with that,” explains Spenrath. “And 
you just turn around and say, ‘Yeah 
well, you know who you're doing 
that to?’ It’s really clever, and you 
can definitely see why it got the 
nomination.” v 


by CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekty.com 
‘A mong the many, many rea- 
} A sons that reality shows are 

such unfortunate phenomena 


: ce, The Swan, and even 
e Apprentice, J 
Se Not To Wear all play fast and 


ase with the idea of what is genuine 


Jatanism. There is both artifice 
Jgressed up to seem natural, or at 
jeast, a natural part of life) and 
authorship (producers are the new 
storytellers, and the morality plays 
‘they create are based on the larger 
‘ale of marketing demographics). 

Our species’s preference for facsim- 
es of reality over actual reality is part 
‘of the grand dialogue of the arts as a 
whole, and not the special province of 
a couple moneybagged Hollywood 
probates, but it’s hard to ignore how 
iagrant the current cultural disregard 
is for informational boundaries is, and 
to blame the broken compasses— 
‘moral and otherwise—of the Survivors 
of the world. 

Photographer SB Edwards deals in 
“poth the perfect and the imperfect. In 
her commercial work, she exhibits the 
same sleight of hand that is prevalent 
n the fashion and entertainment 
industries (see sbedwards.com for 
some of her Nylon-esque shots). 
“Something is captured, but it doesn’t 
pretend to resemble the actual, even 
if it is less gratuitously artificial than, 
‘Say, a Vogue shoot involving a 17th 
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= || LOVE THE SHITTY 
Eo | by sa enwanos 

©. | NO (SUCH) PLACE 


BY STEPHEN FISH 
LATITUDE 53 CONTEMPORARY VISUAL CULTURE 
(10246 - 106 STREET) 


century manse, several horses, space 
helmets and Alexander McQueen. It 
acknowledges that there is fantasy at 
work behind the play. 

Edwards's defiantly non-commer- 
cial work shares her eye—she favours 
the organic and madcap, with a 
decayed “Swinging London” vibe—but 
contrasts heavily with her consum- 
able images in terms of intent. I Love 
the Shitty (in the signage created by 
the artist at Latitude 53, “‘love” is 
replaced by the ubiquitous heart icon) 
is as irreverent and aesthetically fluid 
as expected from a title that sounds 
like a Juxtapoz issue theme. 

Taken during her travel experiences 
to some of the most interesting 
metropolises in the world (London, 
New York and some major European 
and Asian cities) or in her Canadian 
home environments (Montréal, and 
newly Vancouver), the pictures 
demonstrate the tribal comfort we 
seek out in sprawling urban settings. 

This untamed jumble of imagery 
would have been ruthlessly win- 
nowed down in formal quarters. 

“The focus of my work is treating 
photography as if it was not itself pre- 


cious,” Edwards ventures. “These are 
pictures I love, not technically ‘good’ 
at all, but something I love in each 
one of them. Mostly it’s down to 
speed, intuition and quantity. I don't 
want to pretend I’m controlling it.” 
She installs intuitively as well, 
bringing her army of photos with her 
and piecing the show together. The 
effect is like being immersed in some- 
one’s “memory bedroom’—this nos- 


talgic construction that doesn’t make 
perfect sense outside our brains, but 
is built of recalled experiences in a 
way that expresses who we are by 
what we find precious. 

Shitty’s photo groupings and 
Edwards's funny video works demon- 
strate this quality. One nebulous 
assemblage of variously sized images 
echoes diagrams of social networks 
(without Edwards's conscious evoca- 


tion of structure). A giggling girl in a 
bra and jeans flops on the floor (with 
the flaws that would get sanitized out 
of a commercial shot, like armpit hair 
and freckles). Dudes goof around with 
some props. People wander off frame 
in search of another drink 

“I like how these tiny, irrelevant 
pictures can become really important 
if they are treated that way, singled 
out and blown up and put up as 
‘experiences’ too,” she notes. 

“It's about intimacy and poignan- 
cy—can we even recognize it in the 
moment?” Edwards asks. “Maybe you 
need time and distance to recognize 
the poignancy of a city. I’m trying to 
capture the memory of how | feel 
when | arrive at a city and when I 
leave, when I'm looking at everything 
in a different way. Urban existence is 
tough and ugly, but there are these 
moments of peace and fun. I wanted 
to celebrate that.” w 


Continental treat: Stephen Fisher plays Death Star 


He can rationalize it all he wants, but it's obvious that drawing and painting exploding geographic structures would be crazy fun. 
Why should Stephen Fisher bother with an artist's statement? 

Prodded, he'll admit to making sound effects while rendering his exquisitely detailed collisions between disem-placed continen- 
tal shelves and mountain ridges. Bow shocks are his visual specialty—ares of force blowing land masses to smithereens in a poet- 


ic ballet of geographic violence. 


Inspired by scientific sketches and diagrams in his geologist sister's textbooks and maps, Fisher started drawing cutaway pieces 
of earth to talk about physical and cultural land-use and boundary issues. 
“| layered information and built landscapes of perfect geological circumstance —utopian iconic paradises,” he explains. And | 
thought, ‘what if they come in contact with other ideal land masses?’ Different ‘perfect’ worlds can't co-exist. There would be 


explosive power when they meet.” w 
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featuring: 


Paul Leavins 
Rhonda 0’Connell 
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iS a guitarist like no 
other: an established 
and prolific recording 
F artist, performer, 
roducer, and author, 
§ Bob is anon-stop 
== world traveler and 
es researcher in ethnomusicology. 
work with musicians from around the 
id in the past several years has 
him as not only a virtuoso 
and slide guitarist, but also as a 
in finding a common thread 
ag global musical cultures. 
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Anderson is life of the party in Dinner with Friends 


DINNER WITH 


ee 
WAITTEN if DOWALD MARGUILES 
STARRING mn ene LINDA seas 
DAVINA STEWART, GEORGE 
ROXY THEATRE (10706 - TASTE SW sy 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
relationship can come to mean 
A almost as much to the people 
who live with it as the people 
who are in it. In his Pulitzer-winning 
play Dinner With Friends, Donald 
Margulies sorts out what happens to 
four friends when two of them decide 
they can't live together anymore. 
Margulies has a subtle eye for the 
intricacies of human interaction, and 
weaves his way through them adeptly 
The defeated frustration of Tom 
(George Szilagyi) when he finds out his 
soon-to-be-ex-wife Beth (Davina Stew- 
art) has already told their close friends, 


food critics Gabe (Dana Anderson) and 
Karen (Linda Grass), is spot-on, as he 
vacillates between anger over being at 
a disa ‘ve heard Beth's 
side first, and will now automatically 
side with her, as indeed Karen does— 
and accusatory, half-paranoid moe at 
Beth for doing it on purpose. 
Likewise, in a flashback scene, 
Gabe'’s thinly disguised one-liners point 
to both his points of contention with 
Karen and the strength of their bond: 
he has the freedom to mock her, 
because they're fundamentally close 
enough to know and take each other’s 
jabs. Those are just two small moments 
in a script that abounds with them. 
Trevor Schmidt's production fleshes 
out Margulies’s script on almost every 
account, though the second scene, 
Tom and Beth’s only chance to duke it 
out, didn’t quite get the electricity it 
called for, with neither Stewart nor 
Szilagyi really conveying the loathing 


that the end of 12 years of marriage 
and the Margulies-spitting dialogue 
called for. Still, though, when it comes 
time for the smaller moments, which 
abound, Schmidt has pitched his 
actors almost perfectly. _ 


BY FAR, SCHMIDT'S best weapon in 
that regard is Anderson. Admittedly, 
I've never seen him in a dramatic role, 
and even only sparingly in Die-Nasty!, 
where he’s directed the last several 
years, but his adeptness with all parts 
of the script largely makes the pro- 
duction what it is. 

He has a knack for the half-rmumbled 
one-liner, or the subtle glance away 
when one of his cast mates is speaking, 
making these subtle, almost impercepti- 
ble gestures louder and funnier than 
anything else going on around him. His 
comic timing, though, is no match for 
his moments of quiet contemplation: 
here he shines, his face trying to con- 


est his disappointment as Szilagy; 


explains the benefits of a young, 
woman, or the way his "| think s, 
seems to trail off before it's EVEN spo. 
ken during a conversation with 


Anderson embodies fen Main ide 
of Margulies’s script—questio,,, 
your place in the world, the . 
whelming confusion of Change a; 
the ultimate acceptance that |if- 
all it could be—so well, each , 
other three is at their best Bier h 
with them, perfectly illustrated }, mi 
Tor scenes where Beth explains her 
self to Karen and Tom to Gabe 

While the lady's scene works, i; lacks 
the natural awkward energy of ihe t 
ter, where Anderson can’t decide ;. 
pity his friend or be angry at him, an, 
ultimately decides that, perhaps \o;.; 
of all, he probably doesn’t care en, ugh 
about him anymore to truly do either v 
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Hokey script salvaged by engaging Beattie 


a | OSU IN 
= | WINGRIELD’S INFERNO 
ES | oIRECTED BY DOUGLAS BEATTIE 
WRITTEN BY DAN NEEDLES 
STARRING ROD BEATE 
SHOCTOR THEATRE (2829 -101A AVENUE) 
935-570 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 
here are two wildly conflicting 
| forces at work in the Wingfield 
series, that being writer Dan 
Needles and star Rod Beattie 

On the one side is Needles’s script, 
best described as the kind of folksy 
Canadiana that is either relentlessly 
supported by or magnetically drawn 
to—probably both—primetime CBC 
programming. 

It’s probably the closest Canada’s 
upper-middle class has to a collective 
voice, a vaguely off-kilter mixture of 
the down-home, nostalgic wisdom of 
the American heartland with the glee- 
ful joy Brits have for taking the piss 


out of sacred cows: the result is a sort 
of smug self-deprecation of the day to 
day, not letting the foibles and incon- 
sistencies of life go by unchecked, but 
still labouring under the assumption 
things were better in the old days. 

1 personally am no great fan of this 
particular Canadian voice—perhaps 
I'll appreciate it more when I'm older 
and move to Toronto—though the 
popularity of Wingfield or, say, The 
Vinyl Café are ample evidence that it 
strikes a chord with the country. Still, 
if there’s something to dislike about 
the six-part (and probably growing) 
series, it’s the eminently safe, maple- 
syrup-on-vanilla-ice-cream sensibility 
of Needles, which leads to lines 
roughly along the lines of, “Insurance 
costs are like being attacked by ducks 
It’s just a little at first, but eventually 
the bills keep adding up.” (If you like 
that one, you'll love Needles.) 


THE MAN CHARGED with bringing this 


all to life, though, is as exceptional an 


actor as Canada has ever produced 
for the stage, the antithesis to Nee- 
dles’s scripts, to my mind, in almost 
every way. (Or perhaps acting and 
writing just have inherently different 
values, but that’s another digression 
for another day.) 

To watch Rod Beattie shuffle, guf- 
faw, wince, stare, ache and sigh his 
way through any given Wingfield play 
is one of the subtler joys of watching 
theatre, one of those kind of can’t-be- 
duplicated moments that you can use 
as an argument for theatre's contin- 
ued relevance. 

The latest instalment, Wingfield’s 
Inferno, works like the others: the 
new-fangled foible that needs over- 
coming this time—and that was never 
a problem before—is risk manage- 
ment, with a little bit of bungling 
bureaucracy for good measure. The 
Orange Hall, town hub of Walt’s Perse- 
phone, burns down, and insurance 


costs are too much to get it rebuil: 

It’s nothing Walt and his fo), 
neighbours—each, it bears emphasiz- 
ing, beautifully, vividly inhabi 
Beattie—can't solve, even if they have 
to bluff their way around the town's 
predictably clueless, glad-handing 
yet another character Beattie 
brings to life despite Needle 
dency towards the simple 

As usual, Beattie ultimately wi 
over reservations with the script. Th 
piéce de resistance in this particu! 
version is a scene that has hiin ‘i 
stretching out on the couch 
quick snooze, then unwittingly hit 
ting the dirt after a tranquilizer a 
dent: the way he sluggishly bo 
slurs and snores turns the stan 
into the delightful, and you ha 
laugh almost as much at his con 
tal as his actions. The only thing |! 
brings it down is imagining \ 
Beattie could do with a more restles 
script. w 


I mean, am I right or am I right, guys? High five’ 
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= | LIVE GROUP SEX THERAPY 
oc | WRITTEN 8 PERFORMED BY DANIEL PACKARD 
CL | HORIZON STAGE (SPRUCE GROVE), $15~ $20 


DAVID BERRY / david@vueweekly.com 

f Daniel Packard wasn’t walking the 
| boards at comedy clubs, he'd proba- 

bly be skipping through mine fields. 
Packard is the rare breed of comedian 
who's not only brave enough—and 
remember the fine line between bravery 
and foolishness—to base his act on 
engaging the audience, he's the rare 
breed of man who's, ahem, foolish 
enough to point out women’s foibles. 

Packard's act, Live Group Sex 
Therapy, is, by his own admission, 
half-stand-up, half-unsolicited coun- 
selling session: armed with nothing 
but a gift of gab and as many one-lin- 
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ers as he can pull from the top of his 
head, he advances the theory that 
women’s dating problems might not 
just be the fault of the big, dumb, igno- 
rant men who don't understand them. 
Just maybe, according to Packard, 
women are to shoulder some of the 
blame in the battle of the sexes. 

“If you openly criticize men, every- 
one laughs, but when you criticize 
women, they just shut you down,” 
Packard, who experiences it almost 
nightly, points out. “It’s funny to me, 
because a lot of what | talk about is 
just about open communication, and 
speaking honestly, and they just don’t 
want to hear it. I'll tell you from expe- 
rience, if you ever tell a group of 
women, ‘If you don’t want a man to 
stare at your tits, say something inter- 
esting enough to get his eyes up,’ they 


just shoot laser beams into your soul.” 


THE HUMOUR, THEN, is almost as 


much about shielding Packard from 
those lasers as it is about connecting 
to the audience. Packard is the first to 
admit that, more and more, he’s 
becoming a kind of motivational, 
self-help speaker who just happens to 
use humour as his primary tool to 
make things better—after all, people 
don’t usually throw things at some- 
one who makes them laugh. 

“I can say from experience that 
women will pretty much never pub- 
licly admit fault—not once has a 
women ever raised her hand and said, 
‘Interesting point, I realize what I've 
done, and I'll try to change it,’” he 
explains. “But laughter comes from 
understanding, and it’s involuntary, so 


ARTS 


getting them laughing about wh 
saying is getting them to agree ‘ha 
maybe there’s two sides to this {hin 
without them having to admit i! 

Obviously, though, not everyone 
appreciates Packard's sen 
humour, which he accepts co" 
with the territory. Still, he feels. °° 
up there saying what needs to be 54! 
even if people—that is to > 
women—don’t want to hear it 

“women will bring out every ° 
tactic to try and not listen to whe 
saying,” he explains. “I find it h 
ous, because I’m trying to help the” 
And I tell them—t’m not saying ™°" 
don’t do terrible, hurtful things. ‘ 
hey, you do it, too. Really, wo" : 
have been complaining about me! 
30 years, the least we can do is sP<' 
30 minutes on women.” ¥ 


ier, clean skies 


this metropolis of 

p le. 
~ This unadorned café I haunt in a resi 
tial neighbourhood is currently 
‘only by the proprietor roasting 


beans, a barista and a bunch of old 

V together tables to suck 

ack espressos, chain smoke, survey the 

ews and argue over the state of Mexi- 
‘co in loud, merry voices. 

At ped of Bar oe 

ith a roaring lau at their circle can 

he neatly halved into the pejistas and 
panistas, or left-wingers and right- 

‘wingers. The men seem to have uncon- 

sciously huddled into separate camps, 
and they very amusing. Each 
‘individual came with one of the various 

ewspapers stuffed under their arm, 
each ee, mangled papers 
behind atterwards for me to snatch up 
cand reassemble, 

After @ year of feeling frustrated with 
‘the lack ef Canadian news coverage of 
numerous deeply troubling events in 
Mexico, | arrived anxious to get a more 
‘in-depth, socal perspective. Yet its hard 
to know which paper to read here, since 
many of them still seem to disagree on 
what the hell happened in 2006, particu- 
larly its summer of electoral melt- 
down—so drearily echoing that 
American November of 2000—when 
daily reports were announcing different 
parties as being victorious in the Presi- 
‘dential race. 

Obviously, a huge part of the problem 
arose fro confusion nurtured by the 
parties themselves, eager to set the 
record straight in their own favour. (Los- 
ing candieate Andrés Manuel L6pez 
orator has even launched a weekly tel- 
c Speak the 
al dona- 


ig year-in- 
iew <iee ‘return to the novel I'm 


carrying, which happens to be Por- 
tuguese author José Saramago's Seeing. 
| picked up Seeing shortly before 
leaving Canada and, being a faithful 
admirer of Saramago’s, didn’t bother 
reading the cover flap and had no idea 
what it was about—which is to say | 
had no idea it was about exactly what 
I've been mulling over during this trip: 
the public's distrust of the electoral 
process, its difficulty in simply exercis- 
ing its rights and the government's 
eagerness to capitalize on what it 
deems subversion, to manufacture an 
Opportunity to suppress an imaginary 
conspiracy and impose an iron-fisted 
patriarchal rule over its people, preying 
on public fears of terrorism, employing 
illegal acts of violence and propaganda. 
Through some act of imaginative fore- 
sight (Seeing was first published in 


2004), Saramago seems not only to have 
written a novel especially for last year's 
Mexican election, but one equally direct- 
ed at the brutal crackdown on protests 
in Oaxaca. (It's worth mentioning that 
the novel's original title translates 
directly as “an essay on lucidity.") 

Writing in his distinctive, decidedly 
long-winded, digressive, minimally punc- 
tuated style, Saramago’'s crafted an 
engrossing tale regarding the oceanic 
distance separating voters from the 
powers they're meant to elect. The 
novel, which begins with a “plague” of 
blank votes befuddling the government, 
is rife with dark humour, sly observation 
and a wise cynicism that nevertheless 
can’t snuff the author's belief in the 
virtue of the individuals that comprise 
groups, individuals that can, every once 
in a while, spontaneously come together 
in an act of improbable synchronicity. 

Like newspapers, Saramago has his 
own politics to contend with, but the 
aging Marxist is no fanatic, harbours no 
facile beliefs in any single ideological 
vision. His is a sober eye set on this 
business of living in a world constantly 
alienating itself from its roots, his prose 
verging on parable before slipping into 
narratives that feel too organic to fit tidi- 
ly into any overt message. As with his 
criticisms of the modern worshipping of 
consumerism in The Cave, he simply 
fetains a healthy suspicion of democracy 
in Seeing. 

Seeing was just what | was looking 
for, a report on the state of a forcibly un- 
unified union, a bit of insight into the 
mired facade of governmental responsi- 
bility. Sometimes, it seems, it takes a 
work of fiction to deliver the news. w 
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BRIAN WEBS DANCE-MERMAID TALES Caralyst Theatre 
‘stage (8529 Geteway Blvd (420-1757) « NewDance Collective, 

. Chery! Fontaine, Linda Tumbull, and 
Risena Waddell * Jan. 19:20 * $25 (adultl/$15 (student/senion) at 
TX on the Square 


ORCHESIS DANCE GROUP-DANCE MOTIF Myor itorowitz 
Theatre, U of A Campus (492-2731) © Inspirational modern 
and jazz dance pieces choreographed by faculty, studants and 
Quast choreographer Cori Caulfield * Jan. 26-27 (8pm) * 
Tickets available by phone and at the door 


VOLYA UKRAINIAN DANCE ENSEMBLE-THE LEGEND 
UNFOLDS Jubilee Auditorium (451.8000) * Featuring Winter 
Suite and Vesna, two contemporary folk dances as wall as 
other dances * Jan. 20 (7pm) * $35-$39 at TicketMaster 


GALLERIES/MUSEUMS 


ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 10185-106 St (469-6611) 
‘* Open Mon-Sat 10am-Spm (closed all hols) * Feature Gallery: 
ALL ABOUT ALBERTA: until Mat. 31 * Discovery Gallery: 2006 
ALBERTA GRAFT AWARD RECIPIENTS® EXHIBITION: Artworks by 

‘the five recipients of the 2006 Alberta Craft Awards; until Feb. 17 


(ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA 2 Sir Winston Churchill Sq (422 
6223) * Open Tue Wed Fri 10:30am-8pm, Thu 10:40am-5Spmry Sat- 
Sun 1am-Spm * CONTEMPORARY INUIT ART: fitm/video/draw- 
ing: ISUMA TO HAVE AN IDEA: presents a survey exhibition of 
contemporary (nuit film and video by Igloaolik Isuma Productions, 
(Canada’s first Inuit independent film production company; 
ASHOONA THIRD WAVE features: new work by Shuvinat 
Ashoona, Siassie Kenneally and Annie Pootoogook Ashoona Third 
Wave represents a tradition of art-making that spans three gener- 
ations; until Feb. 19 * FAR.AND WIDE Alberta landscapes by 
David Alexander and John Hartman; until Feb. 19 « THREE 
TRAVELLERS: Anworks by Edmonton artists, Scott Berry, Louis 
O'Coffey and Leo Wong; until Feb. 19 * Tour of Far and Wide, 
Ashoona: Third Wave and Isuma: to have an idea, create season- 
able snow globes with art instructors; Jan. 20 (2pm) * VISUAL 
THINKING: Drawings from the U of A Graduate studios; Jan. 28- 
Feb. 25; opening reception: Sun, Jan. 28 (2pm) 


ART MODE GALLERY 12270 Jasper Ave (453-1555) * A NAT- 
URAL APPROACH: Artworks by Jouise Larouche * Until Jan. 20 


ARTSHAB STUDIO GALLERY 10220. 105 St (439-9532) « 
‘Open every Thu (S-8pm) * WHEN CRYING ANDROIDS SLEEP 
SECRET DOORS ARE OPEN: Artworks by the Psychotic Robotic 
Art Collective, Chris Zaytsoff and Tristan McClelland « New 
work by the ArtsHab residents * Opening reception: Thu, 
Jan, 18 (7pm-late) * Jan. 18-Feb. 22 


CENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE ALBERTA (CAVA) 9103-95 Ave 
(461-2427) * Artworks by members * Until Feb. 7 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO AND GALLERY 12419 Stony 
Plain Rd (482-1402) * Open: Tue by appointment, Wed-Fri 
11am-5:30pm. Sat 11am-4pm, closed long weekends * COL 
LECTION 2006; New artworks by various artists 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd Fi, University Extension 
Centre, 8303-112 St (492-0166) * Open: Mon-Fri Bam-4pmn * 
NEW DIRECTIONS: Oil paintings by Jim Davies * Until Feb. 7 


FAB GALLERY Hm 1-1 Fine Arts Building, 112 St 89 Ave (492 
2081) * Open: Tue-Fri 1Gam-Spm, Sat 2-Spm * THE ALCUIN 
AWARDS FOR EXCELLENCE ON BOOK DESIGN IN CANADA: 
2006 « AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY PRESSES: 
BOOK, JACKET AND JOURNAL SHOW Until Jan. 27 


FRINGE GALLERY 10516 Whyte Ave (432-0240) * THE BIGGEST 
BRICK: Drawings by Cynthia Gardiner * Until Jan. 31 


GALLERY AT MILWER-STANLEY A. MILNER LIBRARY Main 
FL, Sir Winston Churchill Sq (496-7020) « Open Mon-Fri Sam-Spm, 
Sat Sam-Gpm, Sun 1-5pm © STAAT FROM THE BEGINNING: Oil on 
canvas landscape paintings by Lorraine Shulba * Until Jan. 31 


GREY NUNS HOSPITAL Out Patient Room, 3015-62 St * 
Mon-Fri 8:30arn-4pm) © Artworks by students from the 
Astistic Statement Schoo! of Fine Art * Until Feb. 28 


HARCOURT HOUSE 11215-112 Si (426-4120) * Open Mon Fri 
‘Mem-Spm, Sat 12pm * ACTS OF VIOLENCE: DRAWING IN 
A STATE OF EXCEPTION: Interactive installation by Claire 
Mclamey; until Feb. 10 © Fromt Reem: AAW AND UNLIKELY 
PLACES: Artworks by Tegan Forbes: until Feb, 10 


(JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Stratheona Place, 10831 University 
Ave (433-5282) * Open: Mon-Fri Sam-4pm * MARTEL MAGIC: 
Colourtul, abstrect iandscape acrylic paintings by Paul Martel; 
Until Feb. 1 * GALLERY ART WALK: until Feb. 1 


JOHNSON GALLERY (WORTH) 1181 7.20 St (479-8424) Open 
Tuo Fri 230am-S:2fipm: Sat 9.30am-4pm * (SOUTH) 7711-85 
St (465-6171) © Open Mon-Fri Sam-Spm. Sat 1Dam-Spm 


LATITUDE 53 GALLERY 1248-105 Si (423-6953) + Mande 
Space: | LOVE THE SHITTY: Photographic works by S.8. Edwards: 
until Feb 10 © NO (SUCH) PLACE Painting and paperwores by 
Stephen Fisher: opening: Fri, Jan. 12 (Bpmy urn! Feb. 10 

LOFT GALLERY AJ Ottewell Arts Cente, 590 Brondmoor Blvd, 
Sherwood Park (449-4443) « Open Sat 10am-Spm © Artworks by 
Audrey Josephson, Neil Horswnil, Deanna Comigan, Margaret 
Klsppein, Linda McEachem, Loma Kemp, and Darlene Schacher 
McMULLEM GALLERY () of A Hospita), 2440-112 Sr (407- 
7152) © Open Mon-Fri 18am-Bpmy; Sat-Sun 18pm * Hospital 
Centennial Exhibition * Jan. 20-Mar. 25 


MCPAG 5411-51 St. Stony Plain (963-2777) * Open Mon-Sat 
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‘WOsm-4pm, Sun 10am-6:30pm * Woven figurative sculptures: 
by Rae Hunter, and photographs by Jim Singbeil; Jan. 19-Feb. 
20 © Opening reception: Sun, Jan. 21 (1-3:30pm) 
MINISTIK SCULPTURE STUDIO 37 Bristol Estates, 51049 
Range Road 214, Sherwood Park (662-4160) * Sculptures by 
Horst 0. open studio 


WINA HAGGERTY CENTRE FOR THE ARTS Stollery Gallery, 
9702-111 Ave (474-7611) © Open Mon-Fri 10am-2:30pm, Tue 
6:30-8.30pm, Thu 6-8pm * B/G ENOUGH DREAMS-A PHOTO 
EXHIBITION: Filmmaker Yvonne QuBourdieu presents a series 
of black and white photographs from the newly released book 
and documentary Big Enough Dreams * Until Feb. 2 © 
Opening reception: Thu, Jan. 18 (4-7pm) 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 Perron Street, St. Albert 
(460-4310) * Open: Tue-Sat (10am-Spm), Thu (10am-8pm) * 
CHAOS THEORY: Anworks by John Noestheden, Loanne Schachtel 
and Gint Wilson: until Mar 2 © ArtVentures: Magnificent 
Mosaxs, Jan. 20 


PROVINCIAL ARCHIVES OF ALBERTA 8555 Roper Ad * A 
JOYFUL HARVEST. A photo exhibit from the Jewish Historical 
Society of Southern Alberta salutes the people, places and 
Organizations that have defined Jewish life in southem 
Alberta since 1889. Until Jan, 25 


REMEDY 8631-109 St * MEDITATIONS-CONTEMPLATING 
UFE THROUGH THE LENS; Photographs by Olivia Kachman * 
Jan. 20 (7-9pm) 


ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102 Ave (453-9100) * BOB 
THE BUILDER-PROJECT, BUILD IT Learning through constructive 
play; until Jan. 28 * LEGO OCEAN ADVENTURE Create your own 
a creatures and leam about the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administvation research with the loggerhead turtio; 
Until Jan. 28 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 Si (483-3615) * Open Tue-Sat 
1Qam-Spm * WINTER GROUP SHOW: Featuring work by figu 
tative artist Cynthia Garniner, landscape artist Gerald Fauldar, 
abstract works by Harold Feist, sculptures by David Mitchell 
‘and ceramics by Arne Handley * Until Fab. 6 . 


‘SNAP GALLERY 10309-7 St (423-1492) * Open Tue-Sat 12-5pm 
® Large-scale prints, repetitive black and white haunting represen- 
tations of 4 face by Polish artist Wieslaw Halada) * Until Feb. 24 


‘STUDIO GALLERY 11 Perron Street, St. Albert (460-5993) # 
Open: Thu 12-8pm:; Fi 10am-Gpmy Sat 10am-Spm * PATHWAYS 
UNDERFOOT, Paintings by Alan Anderson * Until Jan. 27 


‘TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 1121-142 St(452-9100) « 
WACKY WEATHER: Climata Change in the Arctic 

presentation Stormchasars |MAX film: Sat, Jan. 20.* Huricane 
on the Bayou MAX film: opening: Jan. 26 * Wetlands damon- 
strations/presentations with Ducks Unlimited: Sat, Jan. 27 and 
Sat, feb.3 * Severe Weather in Alberta presentations, Feb. 10 
{aftemoon and evening) 


URBAN ROOTS SALON AND GALLERY 1(0415-82 Ave behind 
‘Sapphires (438-7978) » Figurative sculptures by Ritchie Velthuis, 
paintings by Cuita, mixed media figurative works by Glenys 
Switer, and mixed media landscapes by Stuart Ballah * Through 
January 


VAAA GALLERY 31d Fi, Harcourt House, 10215:112 St 421-1731) 
© Open Mon-Fri 1Gam-4pmy; Sat 12-4pm * PATTERNS: Artworks 
by Ansgard Thomson and Doreen Mason * Until Feb. 17 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-75 Ave (459-8755) © Story Slam: An 


Opportunity for writers to share their work, explore their talents 
and show off * Third Wed each month * $5 (donation) 


CASTLE ROCK PUB 570 St. Albert Road * Poot's Ink: 
Writing evenings every Sunday {7-Spm) except lang week 
ands, holidays and summer months 


CITY ARTS CENTRE 10949-84 Ave (433-2992) * TALES 
monthly Storytelling Circle: Tel! stories or come fo listen « 
Second Fri of each month (8-10pm) # $3 (first time free) 


GRANT MacEWAN COLLEGE Gym (497-5492) * Oryx and 
Crake: How Long Have We Got? Margaret Atwood discussing 
Science vs. nature * Jan. 25 (7:30pm) * $10/$7 
(studants/alumni) at Mactwan Bookstore 


HULBERT'S CAFE 7601-115 St * The Olive Roading Series 
* 2nd Tue each month 


MAKED CYBER CAFE 10354 Jasper Ave * Music, poetry, 
and performance art open stage hosted by the Naked Eclectic 
Electric Orchestra * Every Thu (8pm) 


ROSIE'S BAR AND GRILL 10475-80 Ave (433-2932! * Story 
Café TALES © First Thu of ea month, through to June {7 
Spm) * $5 * TALE’S Fresh Staris— A Storytalling Caté: 
Storytellers Dawn Blue, David Haas and Marie Anne McLean 
present a set of dynamics and engaging stories of Fresh Starts 
followed by opan mic for S-minute stories (told, not read) 


STANLEY MELNER LIBRARY Centennial Room (422-174) « 
Katherine Bacher Six Things You Never Knew Had Something To Do 
With Pigs, a rollicking history af the English language. Presented vy 
the Writers Guid of Alberta * Tuo, Jan. 23 (7omn) * Free 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA Exiucation South fldg. Rm 122 
Canadien Authors meeting: Featuring How do you mais your travels 
work for you? Patnick Fwomey wall speak on The Lifestyle of Travet, 
Fi, Jan. 26 (Bem), tree (member/Tirst-time guest/$10 (non-member) 
© Writers Circle with Margaret Macpherson, Fri, Jan. 25 (7pm) « 
Capturing tha Essence of a Trip. workshop with Patrick Twomey, 
Sat. Jan. 27 (9:30am-4om) * $30 (memiber\/$60 (non-member) 


UPPER CRUST BISTRO 10909-05 Ave * Stroll of Poets 
Poets’ Haven: Reading series is an opportunity for poetry 
enthusiasts to enjoy poetry in an intimate café setting every 
Mon night: through to Mat, (7-Spm) * $5 (door, incl. coffee, 
tea and poetry) * Featuring Ryan Baier, Michael Penny, 
Beverley Beckley, and Audrey Seehagen; Jan. 22 


LIVE COMEDY 


‘THE COMEDY FACTORY 3414 Gateway Boulevard (459-4999) 
= Thu (82pm), $11; Fri (230pm), $20; Sati@pm), $20; Sat 
(10:30pm), $20 * Every Wed (8:30pm): Wacky Wednesday; $ 5 
* Tim Kaslo; Jan. 18-20 * Brian Work, Jan, 25-27 


‘THE COMIC STRIP 1646 Gourbon St WEM, 8882-170 St (483- 


‘5989} © Open: nightly 6pm. Fri 8pm and 10:30pm, Sat 8pm and 
1030pm. Sun 8pm * Michael Somerville, Rick Bronson and 
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Welby Sarrtos; Jan. 18-21 © Hit or Miss Mondays: amateurs and 
professionals take the stage: Mon, Jan. 22 * Alternative Comedy 
Night: featuring comedy hypnotism, magic, music, street perform- 
rs and more; Tue, Jan 73 * The Comic Stip presents: The Best 
in Local Talent, Wed. Jan. 24 © Hit of The Just for Laughs 
Comedy Festival, Sugar Sammy 2s well 2s Sean Thompson 2nd 
Lars Callieou; Jan. 25-28 * Feast or Famine... Hit or Miss... Fizzle 
+ Sizzle... Fly or Die... Who will hit? Who will miss? Amateurs 
‘and professionals take the stage; Mon, Jan. 29 * Alternative 
Comedy Night: Featuring comedy hypnotism, magic, music, steer 
performers and more: Tue, Jan. 30 © The Comic Strip presents: 
The Bést in Local Talent: Wed, Jan. 31 


HORIZON STAGE 1001 Calahoo Ad, Spruce Grove (962 
8995/451-8000) * Live Group Sex Therapy with comedian 
Daniel Packard * Sat. Jan. 20 (7:30pm) 


JUBILEE AUDITORIUM (451-8000) * An Intimate Evening of 
Grand Illusion with David Copperfield * Jan. 15-16 (50pm and 
8:30pm) *: $55-65/$56.65/$76.55 available at TicketMaster 


‘SHAW THEATRE NAIT’s South Learning Centre, Princess 
Elizabeth Ave. 106 St (913-6455/634-1493) * Wake Up 
Laughing: An evening of cosmic comedy and healing laughter 
with Swami Beyondananda. Presented by Unity Church of 
Edmonton * Sat, Jan. 27 (7pm) * $30/$25 (senior) 


SIDETRACK CAFE 10238-104 St * Kokanee Comedy Battle 
hosted by Kathleen McGee featuring local and touring comics 
every Thu {9:30pm}; $3 (door) 


YUK YUK'S KOMEDY KABARET Londonderry Mall (481-9857) « 
Open: Wed-Thu Bpm, Fri-Sat 8pm and 10:30pm * Wed Get Your 

‘Yuk’s, professional comedy night $5 * Sur: Industry Night $10 « 
Johnny “Bagpipes” Johnston, Todd «_ and Billy Cowen; Jan. 18-20 


THEATRE 


(CRAZY FOR YOU John | Haar Theatre. 10045~-155 Si (420-1757) 
* MacEwan Theatre Arts and Theatre Production present the 
*new’ Gershwin musical, an updated adaptation of the Gerson 
hit, Girl Crazy, Choreography recreated for this production by 
MacEwan’ Cindy Kerr * Jan. 26-Feb. 3 (8pm, Sun, Jan. 28 2pm) © 
$13 (adult/$8 (student/senior) at TIX on the Square 


DIE-NASTY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (448-0695) « A 
hilarious, live, improvised soap opera * Every Mon to the end 
‘of May * $10 (door) 


DINNER WITH FRIENDS foxy Theatre. 10708-124 St (420- 

1757} # A funny and honest look at love and friendship in the 
age of divorce A Theatre Buffet Co-op Production, part of the 
Roxy Performance Series * Until Jan. 21, Tue-Sat (8pm), Sun 
(2pm) * $19 (adult}/$15 (student/senior) at TIX on the Square 


THE GERRY STEINFELD SHOW JJubilations Dinner Theatre, 
882-170 St. WEM (484-2424) « Until Jan, 21 


THE GOLDEN AGE ROCKS ON! Mayfield Ginner Theatre {1-800- 
771-9804) * By Will Marks and Joe Harris featuring the music of 
the ‘50s and early 60s * Until Feb. 18 * $54-$89 


KINGFISHER DAYS Catalyst Theatre, 8529 Gateway Blvd 
(420-1757) © Covenant Theatre presents this tender, funny 
and magical adventure by Susan Coyne. Suitable for children 
ages 7 and up * Jan. 25-Feb, 3 (Tue-Sun Bpm; Sat matinee: 
2pm) * $15 at TIX on the Square, door, $45 (Sat matinee fam- 
ily rate, family of four, $7 each additional child) 


MAGICAL MYSTERY TOUR-SONGS OF THE BEETLES 
Jubilations Dinner Theatre, 8882-170 Street, WEM (484-2424) 
* Jan 26-Apr. 1 


OEDIPUS LOVES YOU Timms Cente, U of A Campus * Dublin's 
Pan Pan Theave, written by Gavin Quinn and Simon Doyle (after 
Sophocles) and directed by Gavin Quinn. Featuring live music 
played by the actors~sat in a kind of contemporary. imaginary sub- 
urbe * Jan 24-26 (Bpm) * Jan, 24-26 * $20/$15 (student) at the 
Timms Centre Bax office one hour prior to curtain time 


OH SUSANNA! Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (433-3399) 
* Euro-style variety spectacle; laughs, music and antics 
galore, hosted by intemational glamour gal Susanna Patchouli 
and her co-host Eros, God of Love * Sat. Jan. 27 (11pm) « 
Tickets available at the door (starting at 10:30pm) 


PROGRESS AND PROCRASTINATION PCL Hall, TransAlta 
Arts Bams, 1030-64 Ave (420-1757) # System Theatre pres- 
ents the story of a crew of landscape construction workers who 
are under pressure to complete a project on time but can’t find 
@ way to get past personal issues such as drug abuse and the 
absurdity of their task—to build a beach in a client's basement * 
Jan. 26-Fab. 3 (8pm); 2pm on Sun, Jan. 28; Sat. Feb. 3; No show 
Mon, Jan. 29° Preview: Jan. 25: $11; $18 (adult//$15 (stu- 
dent/senior| at TIX on the Square, door 


SEXY LAUNDAY Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave (420-1757) * 
Shadow Theatre, by Michele Rim! # Armed with a copy of Sex 
for Oummiies, Alice and Henry check into 2 trendy hotel with 2 
mission to jumpstart their 25-year marriage. Will Alice and 
Henry survive the test of their relationship. . .or even thi 
end? © Jan. 16-Feb. 4 (8pm), Sat-Sun (2pm) * $21 
Fri/Sat nights/$18 02 (student/ser 
(adult, weeknights/matinees/$13.78 
fights/matinees\/$21.20 (opening nig 
Tuesdays: Two-For-One; Saturday Matinees: Pay-What-You-Can 
(doorl * Advance tickets available at TIX on the Square 


10 DAYS OF MADNESS... PLAYWRITING FESTIVAL (492 
7708) * 24 hour playwmighting competition, workshops, read: 
ings and presentabons presented by the Un y of Alberta 
Bookstores * Playwright Workshops by Vic All Randy 
Pearlstein and Marty Chan, 18 playwrights write (for 24 
hours), allowed by judging by six judges {for 12 hours). Three 
winners in the Delusional (beginner) and Fully Committed 
(advanced) categories will be determined. First prize winners 
will have their plays workshopped with professional actors 
throughout the week * Until Jan. 21 


TWO SMALL BODIES fled Strap Market, 10305 97 St (451 
1757} © Image Theatre * The boundaries of victim and 
aggressor are blurred in this intense, sexually charged drama 
© Jan. 25-Feb. 3 (Tue-Sat 8pm. Sun 2pm) * $13 (weekdays. 
Sun matinee\/$16 (Fri-Sat nights) at TIX on the Square. door 


\WINGHIELD'S INFERNO Citadel Shoctor Theatre. 982-101 
‘Avenue, 425-1820 © By Dan Needles, starring Rod Beathe as Walt 
Wingfield, the accident-prone stockbroker who tured his back on 
Bay Street to take up farming, is back in this sixth mstaiment of 
the series, a devastating fire has left the Orange Hall in rums. Wait 
leads the charge to get it rebuilt, but lighting a fire under his fellow 
‘committee members proves to be a daunting task Until Jan. 28 
Tickets available at the Citadel Theatre box office 
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Something wicked this way comes through Pan's Labyrinth 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 
wo worlds coexist in Pan’s 
Labyrinth (E/ Laber- 
into del Fauno), one 
within the labyrinth—a 
chiaroscuro underworld of 
earthy, rooty and enchanted THS RocKs 
things—and one without—a desperate, 
blood-soaked and beaten-into-submis- 
sion post-Civil War Spain of cold, con- 
trolled and troubled things. 

It might initially seem like the first 
world is designed as an antidote to 
the second, a place where one might 
flee reality for fantasy. But one of the 
characteristics that makes Pan's 
Labyrinth so remarkable—and so har- 
rowing—is that these two worlds ulti- 
mately constitute an uneasy parallel, 
not mirror reflections, but a diptych in 
which one kind of tyranny informs the 
other through whispers and riddles. 

The sole link between these two 
worlds is Ofelia (Ivana Baquero), a 
precocious little gir] swept from her 
familiar urban home to reside in a 
dark forest. Ofelia’s widowed mother 
(Ariadna Gil) is pregnant with the 
child of Capitan Vidal (Sergi Lopez), 
who, from his wood-enveloped 
fortress, leads a small group of well- 
armed Franco forces charged with 
cleansing a rural community of its 
final subversive influences. 

The rendering of the Spanish Civil 
War through the perspective of a child 
with access to the supernatural is of 
particular interest to Mexican 
writer/director Guillermo del Toro, 
who visited similar territory in his 


Luke Wilson 
THE MOVIEGOER 


PAUL MATWYCHUK 
moviegoer @yueweekly.com 
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Idiocracy, the new comedy by Office 
Space/ Beavis and Butt-Head creator 
Mike Judge, came out on DVD last week, 
and by now 20th Century Fox has proba- 
bly fired the person responsible. 

I'm being only slightly facetious: Fox 
has handled this movie with such indiffer- 
ence—briefly releasing it, after two 
years on the shelf, in only seven cities, 
unsupported by publicity, newspaper ads, 
or even so much as a trailer—that you 
have to wonder if Fox was taking market- 
ing advice from Jennifer Coolidge’s pro- 
ducer character in For Your Consideration, 
who wanted to put “Don’t Go!” on all her 
movie's posters. 

Given Judge’s premise—a cryogenical- 
ly frozen soldier awakens 500 years in the 
future and encounters a world where 
human intelligence has declined so pre- 
cipitously that his once-average 10 now 
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wonderfully creepy The Devil’s Back- 
bone (which was also shot with such 
distinctive manipulation of shadows 
by Guillermo Navarro). 

But the canvas is both broader and 
more fantastical in Pan’s Labyrinth, 
drawing more overtly upon both fairy 
tales and gloomy historical facts (not 
to mention del Toro's preoccupation 
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with orifices and mutilation) to con- 
jure its vision of the snuffing out of 
the human spirit by Fascism. 


OFELIA PENETRATES the ola, forgotten 
labyrinth that lies within the fortress’s 
garden one night and meets a horned, 
hoofed, gentlemanly gestured creature 
referring to himself merely as a faun 
(Doug Jones). The faun greets Ofelia as 
a princess whose destiny requires her 
to enact a series of dangerous mis- 
sions, one into the hollow of a tree, 
another into the chamber of a dormant 
monster, another under the bed of her 


sleeping and very ill mother with a 
very strange little creature in tow. 

As Ofelia secretly assumes her mys- 
terious role, Vidal seizes upon what he 
sees as the fulfilment of his own des- 
tiny, centring primarily on military 
glory and his obsession with progeny. 
Vidal is thwarted by Ofelia, whose 
feminine, unruly presence is superflu- 
ous and whose mischief is counterpro- 
ductive, as well as by Republican allies 
lurking within his own household. 

Vidal is the most pronounced vessel 
through which the film’s strains of fan- 
tasy and realism overlap. Though its 


as the smartest guy in the world? And it 


qualifies him as the smartest man on the 
planet—it's tempting to make a cheap 
joke about how if the same thing had 
happened to those morons at Fox, they 
would have fit right in. But it appears that 
something more insidious than simple 
stupidity is at work here. As Time's Joel 
Stein noted, with /diocracy, Judge com- 
mitted Hollywood's worst sin: not making 
a bad movie, but making one that doesn't 
make a good ad. 

Ironically, /diocracy takes place in a 
world where advertising is completely 
inescapable—a NASCAR speedway 
would look tasteful by comparison. 
Everyone in America wears shiny, dis- 
posable shirts and pants emblazoned 
with logos—you just pull a fresh one out 
of the dispenser in the wall every morn- 
ing, like a tissue from a Kleenex box. 
Everybody's favorite TV show is Ow! My 
Balls!, which they watch on their big- 
screen TVs. (The screens have to be big 
to accommodate all the flashy pop-up 
ads for fast food and Viagra.) The coun- 
try's banking system is apparently run by 
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Taco Bell. 

| was initially planning on pointing out 
how /diocracy is sort of a comic doppel- 
ganger for Children of Men—both 
movies take place in futuristic, garbage- 
strewn dystopias, and both deal with 
apathetic heroes forced against their bet- 
ter instincts to take a role in saving 
humankind, mainly by helping a woman 
get pregnant. But since I've already been 
beaten to that observation by several of 
my favorite film bloggers (including Kim 
Morgan of Sunset Gun, Vince Keenan 
from vincekeenan.com, Dana Stevens 
from Slate and god knows how many 
others), and since | don’t want to spoil 
any more of Judge's truly inspired gags 
(let's just say that Starbucks’ product line 
has undergone some slight alterations), 
let me take a moment instead to praise 
Luke Wilson's lead performance as Pvt 
Joe Bauers. 


IN AN EARLY SCENE in /ciocracy, a ser- 
geant complains that given the choice 
between leading, following or getting out 


of the way, Bauers always gets out of the 
way. All too often, that’s Wilson's pre- 
ferred choice as an actor, too. Unlike his 
brother Owen, Wilson's performing style 
is too recessive for him to be able to 
impose his own sensibility upon a film— 
and when that film is something like My 
Super Ex-Girlfriend, Wilson recedes into 
the background, his blandly handsome 
looks blending in all too well with his 
generic surroundings. 

In Idiocracy, however, Wilson delivers 
exactly the kind of comic performance the 
film requires. He's not a fast-talking joker 
like Jim Carrey or a larger-than-life kook 
like Will Ferrell or a laid-back hipster like 
Bill Murray. 

As Joe, Wilson doesn’t even say partic- 
ularly funny things. Romantically, he’s a 
bit of a drone. When he talks, nobody 
pays any attention to him. (They just laugh 
at the “faggy” way he talks.) When a com- 
puter glitch results in Joe being renamed 
“Not Sure,” it suits him perfectly. 

But as Joe realizes what's happened to 
him, that he’s marooned in an America 
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hardly difficult to imagine someo;,.. .. 
vile as Vidal as a knight in Fran... 
order, he most readily fulfils the ico, 
fairytale role as the evil Bepfahe 
vicious, virtually remorseless ppre 
sor made all the more purely me, 
ing by Lépez’s enjoyably machine.) 
performance, blending in perfect), ; 
his character's polished boots, im, 
ulately shaved face, gleaming ino, 
cle and sharpened tools of tortur- 
But if Vidal purposefully | 
toward the grotesque and one-c 
sional, both Ofelia and her other pai, 
archal figure, the faun, are engaged j 
an exchange rife with ambiguity v.and 
texture. It’s difficult to determin. 
what level the faun and Vidal seen 
be collaborating, if at all. (Its one of the 
things that makes Pan’s Labyrip)) 
resistant to quick digestion.) The jaun 
is a trickster, but also the holder o: the 
keys to a world far more wondioy 
than the one Ofelia has been bom inio 
As embodied so vividly by Bau 
ro, Ofelia herself is the intersect 
all the vying forces in Pan’s Lai 
whether they be those of cont: 
abandonment, maternal vs patriarchai 
or childish awe vs adult questioni: 
Banquero’s is a truly beautiful anc 
complex performance, coloured 
the first bloom of vanity (espe 
when clothed in her emerald dre: 
and a sort of primal fear children cai 
sometimes convey most naked); 
And, perhaps in the end, it takes 
child's innocence to put the darkne 
humans are capable of in its m 
immediate context. v 


works? 


where the president is a former porn sta’ 
and ultimate fighting champion ane 
“You're shit's all retarded” passes ' 
medical diagnosis, Wilson's brow-\urrow 
ings and low-key double takes gad 
evolve into an ever-deepening expiessic" 
of horror—especially after Joe :ea! 
that the entire country expects him (0 us 
his giant brain to fix all their proole 
Wilson doesn’t hit a single fa!se no 
here: ina film where the prod 
design is so intentionally cheap, vu'd2 
and ugly, Wilson's likable underp!ay'" 


grounds each scene with a mucl-neede! 


sense of humanity and decency. 
Joe Bauers may be one of the ™0s 
relatable heroes in recent films— 
Joe, none of us have the slight est 106 
how to fix the world, but we're sure | Y 
almost everyone we meet is an mbe“! 
Idiocracy may contain a lot of jokes abo 
dicks and farts, but it also makes 2 po" 
political statement—"If you t"! 
world is going to hell,” Judge asks. ' 


don't you do something about it, f you" 


so smart?” w 
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Animated shorts draw on life’s foibles 


“ONE OF THE ae PERFORMANCES 


sAnOlN HIKODYM / carolyn@vuewook!y.com 


|though ‘you can never really 
Az wrong when you 
head out to the cin- 
ema to see animated short Ni 
compilations—they’re just 
a, old saw about THIS ROCKS 
Alberta weather changing every five 
minutes, so don’t worry about not lik- 

ing an aspect of it—the sets do tend to 
have a certain flavour. Some can be 
too arty, and some not arty enough. 

When you sit down to watch the 
Best of Ottawa International Ani- 
mation Festival 2006, the largest 
festival of its kind on the continent, 
you certainly don’t have to worry 
about swimming in its esoteric ocean 
or coming up with trenchant profurt- 
dities to talk about with your friends 
afterwards. For the most part, this is 
straight ahead stuff—not one-dimen- 
sional and not always easy to digest, 
but you won't drown in the symbol- 
ism either. 

Including the opening segment, the 
collection hosts 13 different films, of 
varying themes and animation styles. 
Some are plainly just to play—some- 
thing that the form lends itself, any- 
way—while others push the possibility 
of darkness 

Because of its real-world creepi- 
ness, Guy 101, by lan Gloudstone, 
Serves as an interesting first short. 
Playing with the role of technology— 
Specifically the internet and chat 
rooms—Gloudstone takes his audi- 
ence on a road trip down the informa- 
tion highway, blurring the lines 
between reality and fantasy, as well 
as what we.deem to be acceptable 
behaviour. While there is a certain 
playfulness to how he animates his 
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story, when all is said and done, Guy 
10] is unsettling. 

Chaotic in a different way is Joanna 
Quinn's Dreams & Desires: Family Ties. 
Looking over my notes, the word 
“chaos” and its derivatives pops out at 
me more than a handful of times. 
Quinn's line-drawing animation 
moves spastically across the screen as 
her protagonist Beryl goes off to film a 
wedding. She's addicted to her new 
DigiVideo camera, through it realizing 
that her life has been fairly empty. Like 
Quinn's animation, Beryl can’t seem to 
hold still—if her own filming isn’t 
swooping about the room, she’s hov- 
ering into her camera's lens to explain 
her life or getting drunk on free wed- 
ding liquor. Although I found this seg- 
ment’s jauntiness difficult to watch, it 
did stick with me, and Quinn's use of 
imagery humorous. 


SKIP BATTAGLIAS use of line drawings 


in Crossing the Stream had a more 
calming effect on me, however. In it, a 
man leads a team of mules through 
and across a river. Definitely more on 
the arty side, Battaglia’s premise Is 
simple: there is joy and beauty in 
everyday routine. His choice of ani- 
mation style is perfect for his subject 
matter as well. As the lines skitter 
across the screen, there is a very real 
sense of the water’s movement, of 
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both its lightness and strength, and 
Battaglia’s meditation on its nature 
becomes our own. 

On the more playful side is Stefan 
Mueller's Mr Schwartz, Mr Hazen & Mr 
Horlocker. Mueller's animation style is 
fairly straight forward, but he uses it 
to illustrate his wacky tale to great 
effect. Crossing elements of drug cul- 
ture, bondage, police and straight 
people, he takes us on a journey 
where nothing is as it seems on the 
surface. You'll never look at the 
closed doors in your apartment build- 
ing nor think of the “normal” people 
who live behind them quite the same. 

Another playful short comes out of 
the mind of Michaela Paviatova. Not 
relying on a linear story, the Czech 
director uncovers puberty and the 
foibles of human sexuality in The Car 
nival of Animals. We can identify with 
the games boys and girls play with 
each other for attention, which Pavla- 
tova shows literally before breaking it 
down to just the “offending” parts— 
penises and vaginas. And with light 
ning quick scenes, she offers up 
character sketches that are both 
funny and poignant. v 
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EMPIRE THEATRES 


CITY CENTRE cians GATEWAY 8 


EMPIRE THEATRES: 


= Pay what you may 


= Thursdays 


= 4-8 pm 


Opening Night Gala January 25 at Garneau Theatre 


$20 Advance tix available exclusively at TIX on the Square * 780.420.1757 
Doors open at 5:30pm ¢ Film rolls at 7pm 


A fundraiser for the Edmonton International Film Festival * www.edmontonfilmfest.com 
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- Soderbergh slicks his flick with Good German 


| 


JOSEF BRAUN / josef@vueweekly.com 
decidedly liberal adaptation 
A of Joseph Kanon’s 
novel cooked up by 
screenwriter Paul Attana- 
sio, The Good German 
immediately plunges the THS SOK 
viewer into a gritty post-war Berlin of 
chaos, corruption and rubble. 
Photographed in smeary ink black 
and bleached out white by director 
Steven Soderbergh (credited as Peter 
Andrews), the film doesn’t announce 
itself so much as a period piece as a 
piece of the period, so to speak. 
Weaving archival footage into the mix 
as seamlessly as possible, Soderbergh 
and his collaborators have arduously 
worked to convince us that what 
we're watching could almost have 
been made in 1945. 
All the better to deliver the sucker 
punch of crudity and profanity that 
runs throughout The Good German. 
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& 

— | THE GOOD GERMAN 

= | OVRECEO AY SEVEN SODERBERGH. 

| Wn PLATA 

STARRING GEORGE CLOONEY, CATE BLANCHET, 
TOBEY MAGUIRE BEAU BRIDGES 


This is initially encapsulated by Patrick 
Tully (Tobey Maguire), a vicious little 
Yankee bastard out to flagrantly capi- 
talize on this wasted city that “spreads 
its legs” for anyone with a few bucks 
—or smokes, or bottles, or passports, 
or food—to toss around. We see Tully 
pick a fellow American's pocket and 
clobber a woman in the stomach and 
are clearly meant to suffer a peculiar 
shock: with everything so carefully 
rendered to evoke the romance of Hol- 
lywood films 1940s, the contemporary 
tone of the film’s violence and ugliness 
shatters any illusion of nostalgia. 

The focus—and, interestingly, the 
voiceover—soon shifts from Tully to 
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Jake Geismer (George Clooney), a war 
correspondent who becomes tangled 
in a murder mystery when all he really 
wants is to get his damaged paramour 
Lena Brandt (Cate Blanchett) the hell 
out of Berlin. Soderbergh’s evocation 
of ’40s films is heightened still further 
by the casting of Clooney and 
Blanchett, the former arriving on the 
scene with his old-fashioned charisma, 
the latter delivering a performance 


“UNDERWORLD” 


BLOODS& 
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| Scotia Place, Tower 2 — Suite 303, 10060 Jesper Ave, Edmonton 


that’s about one-third Marlene Dietrich 
and two-thirds Alida Valli, with a touch 
of Ingrid Bergman thrown in during 
the film’s finale and its blatant 
reassembly of the finale of Casablanca. 


WHILE THE FILM develops a network of 
twists and political implications that 
offer sufficient intrigue, its overly ref- 
erential stylization is enormously dis- 
tracting, making it difficult to connect 


FILM FESTIVAL 


Metro Cinema 


Indonesia 


WY CLEARLY LASIK 


Dr. Joseph King 


° Fir 


surgeon in Ws 
* Experience of over 


FREE 


STS Tea 
“Prices are subject to change without prior notice and may vary based on prescription strength 


Lass) OK 
consultations 


tery Canada to use the new Bausch & Lomb 2100 laser 
0,000 LASIK procedures, making hin one of Canades 


1 o 877. 991 e 2020 clearlylasik.com 


“* $0 down, 0% financing is a imited offer, and may be subject to credit approval. Some restrictions may apply. Call for details. 


§ most expenenced laser eye surgeons 


30) =wweweeKy 


JANUARY 18 - JANUARY 24, 2007 


FILM 


Monthly Series 2007 


Thursday January 25th, 7 pm 


TERLENA — BREAKING OF A NATION 
Directed by: ANDR T'CHEK | 
{80 min., 2004 | 


One million - two million - maybe even three million people died in the | 
aftermath of a 1965 military coup led by general Suharto and supporie: 
by the West. There were no records kept and no serious investigation 
made, Storytellers were murdered, thrown in jail, forced to exile | 
Manuscripts and books were burned. Film studios were closed down 
Thinkers were tortured, murdered, forced to exile. 
Indonesia remains the most “undocumented” major country on ea 
The film was shot in 2004, before the Presidential election, on severa! 
locations in Indonesia’ in the capital Jakarta, in Bandung and Depok. in} 
the ancient capital of Java — Jogyakarta and in Bali. 
| 


Tickets: $10 ($8 for students, seniors, and members) 


with the characters, while the ,5, 
tive pay-off ultimately feels in... 
quential, or all part of the gimmic,. 
The most limpid element in 3), . 
however, emerges from the fact :,., . 


not have been able to say “fuck 


‘40s, but they found endlessly Se : 
ways to convey darkness, |y;; 
greed—just glance at Double Inde, 
Born the Kill or, one of The Good .. 


man’s prime sources, The Third 
Soderbergh is a talented q 
one unhesitant to jump into y 
sort of experiment in genre ; 
approach to glamour or ever 
distribution. His talent is perfectiy . 
dent in The Good German, it’s jy, 
it’s in the service of what's fin); 
fairly shallow conceit, though it 
tainly curious, weirdly handso; 
occasionally fun in its eccentricity y 
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poc shows how Indonesian 
dictatorship caused the 
Breaking of a Nation 


|AW GIBSON / brian@vueweekly.com 
ndonesia blipped onto the world’s 
ie in 2004, images of post- 
tsunami devastation swamping TV 
screens for a few weeks that Christ- 
mas season. But four decades earlier, 
4 much more preventable, unnatural 
disaster had ripped through the coun- 

, leaving a much deeper scar. 

On Oct 1, 1965, high-ranking army 
officers were kidnapped and execut- 
ed, deaths blamed on Indonesia's 
communist party (PKI). The event was 

exploited (and later perversely com- 
Femorated) by Suharto, angling for 
power. Right-wing Suharto and his 
packers, supported by the United 
States, ousted the government of left- 
ist President Sukarno and fuelled the 
slaughter of at least 300 000 Indone- 
sians, eliminating Communists and 
seizing control of the military. 

While Terlena: Breaking of a 
Nation offers moving recollections of 
the country’s years under Suharto 
(who ruled until 1998), its English 
voiceover narration, about modern- 
day Indonesia, dictates that the coun- 
try is a brainwashed, capitalist mess. 

“This uniform view of a nation of 
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<> | TH Jan 25 (7 
| TERLENA: BREAKING 
OF A NATION 
DIRECTED BY ANDRE VTCHEK 
METRO CINEMA 98 


17 508 islands and its millions of peo- 
ple tends to muffle the film’s power in 
a blanket of simplicity and shrugging 
despair. It’s as if an outsider is stamp- 
ing “not much hope or complexity” 
on the country, a message that the 
sheer range of dissidents interviewed 
here belies. 


THERE'S AN NGO worker who outlines 


the persecution of ethnic Chinese in 
Indonesia, a painter showing his 
wryly satirical artwork anda 
gravedigger who hopes to never again 
see the litter of bodies she had to bury 
during Suharto's regime. Their stories 
ache: author Pramoedya Ananta Toer 
tells of eight manuscripts (including a 
novel about his grandmother) lost for- 
ever, burnt by Suharto censors—“and 
this I cannot forgive;” an NGO worker 
recalls meeting a family in which one 
member had been an executioner 
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while another had been a victim. 

Andre Viltchek's film notes that 
Indonesia's story is little known 
(though Noam Chomsky has long spo- 
Ken and written about it), yet it errs in 
or simplifies some basic facts about 
the coup. (That infamous October day 
saw the murder of 6, not 7, officers 
and though the film states that the 
officers were themselves plotting a 
coup, another theory is that they were 
in fact loyal to Sukarno.) 

Rather than tracking how the coun- 
try withered under Suharto, Terlena 
meanders, Toer’s low, bitter opinion 
of the masses (“too many stupid peo- 
ple”) and their submissive “Javanism” 
is basically taken on faith, even added 
to by some shots that reduce people 
to the bizarre: a man vogues behind a 
poultry stand; in a propaganda film, a 
woman slathers her face with blood 
And can today’s Indonesia merely be 
a result of the most “complete” 20th 
century dictatorship? 

There must be more than this. A 
patchy documentary, flecked with 
deeper feeling, Terlena becomes taint- 
ed by unthinking cynicism, that most 
self-fulfilling, self-satisfied of poses. w 
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OLD JOY 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave 


‘A MUST-SEE. 


One of the most persuasive 
portraits of generational 
malaise - and tentative hope 
- to come from an American 
director in recent memory.” 
~ Manobla Dargis, THE NEW YORK TIMES 


“A SHIMMERING... 
TREASURE OF A 
FILM... with perfect 


emotional pitch. Grade: A” 
— Lisa Schwerzhaum, ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 
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For more information, call 425 9212 or log on to www.metrocinema.org 
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Silly rabbit, Beatrix is for kids 


JONATHAN BUSCH / jonathan @vueweekly.com 


espite its uninspired title (real- 
ly, “A Dramatization 
of the Life of Beat- 


mix Potter” is more appeal- 
ing), Miss Potter—director 
Chris Noonan’s comeback THSISOK 
11 years after his gallant pig of a hit 
Babe—is a pleasant carriage ride 
through the career of a woman popu- 
lar for tales of naughty pantsless 
bunny rabbits and spinster hedgehogs. 

Renée Zellwegger stars as the chil- 
dren’s literary icon, hopping through 
Potter's quirky life with an endearing, 
creative spirit that she trusts more 
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12 NOON - 4PM 
14 weekend workshops to turn you into a videomaker 
write - direct - shoot - edit 
Create your own 6 minute piece and have it screen at Metro Cinema 
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ISS POTTER 

DIRECTED BY CHRIS NOONAN 

WRITTEN BY RICHARD MALTBY J 

STARRING RENEE ZELLWEGER, EWAN MCGREGOR, 

EMILY WATSON, BARBARA FLYNN 


than her mother’s encouragement to 
find herself a mediocre but comfort- 
able marriage. In staying true to her 
imaginative but subtly perverse ani- 
mal stories and watercolors, Potter 
becomes rich, famous and finds true 
love twice, despite how much life 
screws her over. 

As a child, Beatrix (at several points 
she requests we address her by first 
name) walls herself up with little tales 
about her favourite pets, using exactly 
the same text as her published books. 
She receives mixed parental signals, 
however, with matronly disapproval 
from her mother (Barbara Flynn) and 
gems of creative wisdom from her 
father (played with an extra coat of 
sap by Bill Patterson) 

It all changes once she grows up 
and sells her first book, The Tale of 
Peter Rabbit, under the careful eye of 
endearing publisher Norman Warme 
(Ewan McGregor, sans full-frontal 
nudity). Warme is one of the first gen- 
tlemen callers to appreciate Beatrix’s 
Spacey musings, and even before a 
peck on the lips, they're engaged. And 
it goes from there, in a calmly paced, 
hot-chocolatey series of events that 
make up the active part of her career 
as a writer. 


WITH MISS POTTER, Noonan is almost 
as rich in style as he was in 1995's 
Babe, where decadent landscapes, 
décor and expressive faces become as 
significant as plot details. In fact, his 


stories are told more through j; 
experience of images, plunkin 
audience into early 20th cent ury mi 
en scéne where it can pract), it 
smell the fresh baked bread an: 
alls. Its not pretentious eithe; |; 

the oversaturated Tim Burton: the; 
certainly a respectful balance p 
of production design. 

Zellwegger is well-suited, ha; 
made up and showing a definite | 
Botox use; her smiles are more wank) 
and she’s growing a lovely turkey wad 
dle, giving her face the most charac; 
its had since the chubby cheeks o! 
get Jones. McGregor is coy, wearing his 
fake moustache with handsom 
romantic grace. And there's Emily \ 
son, charming as hell but delibera 
plunked down in the role 
wanted her in the lead, but she cou! 
commit) of Warme’s flopsy, mops; 
unwed sister, Milly. 

All the while, though, the au 
may crave a little more edgines 
the portrayal delivers. What's partic 
ularly missing is the root of the | 
ination that produced wha! 
essentially macabre about : 
work. Her books are a tad fright 


Potter 


and morally ambiguous, but the 
hardly treats them with this inti 
spection 

There's an inkling that Noonan di 
n't see the subtext of her wort 
less than he did in brilliant!) 
Dick King-Smith for Babe 
hopefully next is an alternative } 
panion piece to the film, preferab!) : 
the form of a documentary 
works better fulfilled the resp 
biopics of lady icons Heidi Fle! 
Aileen Wuornos, and there ou 
be more to know about this w 
broad Beatrix Potter. w 
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nation festival. Read Carolyn 

ikodym’s review on page 29. Zeidler 
Hall, The Citadel; Fri, Jan 19 (7 pm) & Sat, 
Jan 20 (9 pm) 


FAST TRACK Zach Braff, Amanda Peet 
nd Jason Bateman star in The Chateau 
gitector Jesse Peretz and Jayasurya’s 
comedy about an underachieving husband 
who has to step up to the plate when his 
wife decides she wants to be a stay-at- 
home mom. 


THE GOOD GERMAN George Clooney, 
Cate Blanchett and Tobey Maguire star in 
Ocean's Twelve director Steven Soder- 
bergh’s about a journalist in post-WWII 
Berlin who tries to uncover a murder. 
Read Josef Braun's review on page 30. 


THE HITCHER Sean Bean, Sophia Bush 
and Zachary Knighton star in music video 
director Dave Meyers's horror about a 
couple who fall prey toa mysterious hitch- 
hiker who frames them and stalks them. 


PAN'S LABYRINTH ivana Banquero, Ari- 
adna Gil and Sergi Lopez star in Hel/boy 
director Guillermo del Toro’s film about a 
girl who tives in a world of her own cre- 
ation when trying to face the Fascist 
repression of Franco's Spain. Read Josef 
Braun's review on page 28. 2 
MISS POTTER Renée Zellweger, Ewan 
McGregor and Emily Watson star in Babe 
director Chris Noonan’s biopic about the 
life of Beatrix Potter, the creator of the 
Peter Rabbit stories. Read Jonathan 
Busch’s review on page 32. 


VENUS Peter O'Toole, Leslie Phillips and 
Jodie Whittaker star in Enduring Love direc- 
tor Roger Michel's drama about two aging 
actors whose lives are changed when one 
of their young nieces comes around. 


9-THU 


JAN 206 


All showtimes are subject to change 
at any time. Please contact theatre 
for confirmation. 


ABA THEATRE-JASPER 
6094 Connaught Dr, Jasper, 852-4749 


WE ARE MARSHALL (PG) Fri-Sat 6:45, 9:15. 
Sun-Thu 8:00 


APOCOLYPTO (14A gory scenes, brutal vio- 
fence) Fri-Sat 645, 9:15; Sun-Thu 8:00 


CINEMA CITY 12/MOVIES 12 
Cinema 12: 3633-99 St, 463-5481 
DATE OF ISSUE ONLY: THU, JAN. 18, 2007 


MARIE ANTOINETTE (PG) Thu, Jan. 18; 1:45, 
4:20, 6:50, 9:20 


A GOOD YEAR (PG, coarse language) Thu. Jen. 
18; 1:35, 4:10, 6:55, 9:25 


FLUSHED AWAY (G) Thu, Jan. 18:71:40, 3 
7:10, 9:30 


DEJA VU (14) Thu, Jan. 18: 1:25, 4:05, 645 
9:15 


THE FOUNTAIN (14A) Thu, Jan. 18: 1°55, 4:40. 
7,30, 10:00 


UNACCOMPANIED MINORS (G) Thu, Jan. 18 
2:00, 4:25, 7:15, 9:35 


SANTA CLAUSE 3: THE ESCAPE CLAUSE (G) 
Tho, Jan, 18: 1:15, 4:30, 7:35, 9:50 


THE PRESTIGE (14A) Thu, Jan, 18: 1:30, 4:15, 
7:00, 9:40 


DECK THE HALLS (PG) Thu, Jan. 18: 1:50, 
4:35, 7:05, 9:55 

THE DEPARTED (18A, coarse language, vio 
lence) Thu, Jan. 18: 1:05, 4:00, 7:25. 


THE GUARDIAN (PG, coarse language, not ree 
ommended for young children) Thu, Jan, 18 
8:30 


OPEN SEASON (G) Thu. Jan. 18; 1:10, 3:10, 
6:30 


LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE (144. coarse lan. 
guage, maturé themes) Thu, Jan. 18: 1:20, 3:50, 
7:20, 9:45; Fri Sat late show 12:00 


Movies 12: 130 Ave 50 St, 472-9779 
DEJA VU (144) Thu, Jan. 18: 1:35, 4:16, 7:00 
9:45 

AGOOD YEAR (PG, cosrse language) Thu, Jan 
18; 1:25, 4:30, 6:55, 9:40 


MARIE ANTOINETTE (PG) Thu, Jan. 18 1:40, 
4:15, 6:50, 9:30 


FLUSHED AWAY (G3) Thu, Jan. 18) 1:45, 4:95, 
7:05, 9:15 


UNACCOMPANIED MINOAS (G) Thu, Jan 18: 
1:50, 4:40, 7:00, 9:10 


SANTA CLAUSE 3: THE ESCAPE CLAUSE/G) 
Thy, Jan 18; 1:30, 4:45, 7:10, 9:20 


THE FOUNTAIN (144) Thu, Jan. 18; 2:05, 4:50, 
7:35, 9:50 
THE PRESTIGE (1 4A) Thu. 


jar 1B; 4:25, 9:40 


DECK THE HALLS (PG) Thu, Jan. 18) 159, 
715 


SAW III (18A, gory scenes, brutat 
Jan, 18: 2:00, 4:55, 7:20, $55 


volsnce) Thy, 


THE DEPARTED (18, coarse tanguago, vio 
fence) Thu, dan. 18 1:20, 4:20, 7:30 
JET U'S FEARLESS (PG, voter 
mended for young children) The 


not reson 


Jan. 18: 9:25 


THE GUARDIAN (PG, coarse age, not foe 
ommended for young chikienn) Thu. Jan. 18 
7,00, 3:45, 6:40, 9235 
OPEN SEASON ((3) Thu. Jan. 18: 1.10, 4:10, 
5,05, 7:25 

10200-102 Aye 421-7020 


CHILDREN OF MEN (144. coarse 
Yotencay Fri-Tha 1:10, 4:00, 7:10 


annunge 


PAN’S LABYRINTH (144. SRUTAL ve 
recomended for chiidron) SPANISH SUB: 


Lene, CGH 


TITLES Fr The t 350, 
MISS POTTER (5) Pri-Thu 16, 93% 
THE GOOD GERMAN (148 coms language) 


Frt-Thu 1-30, 4:20, 7:20, 10.0% 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, no! recerr 
markied for young children) Fit-Thu 1:50, 4:90, 
7:30, 10700 


Volonce) Fri-Thu 12:45, 3:25, 6:35, 9:15. 


THE LAST KING OF SCOTLAND (184. gory 
scenes} Fi Thu 12:80, 3:30, 6:40, 9:20 


NOTES ON A SGANDAL [144 mature (hemes, 
Soarse language) Fri-Thy 40, 4:10, 6:50, 9:00 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG) Fri-Thu 
12:55, 3:35, 6:30, 9:10 


CLAREVIEW 
4211-139 Ave, 472-7600 


THE HITCHER (154, gory scenes) Fri-Sun 
12:50, 2:50, 4:55, 7:05, 0.05: Mon-Thu 4:55, 
7:05, 9:05 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG. not recom 
mended for young chikiren) Fri-Sun 1:50, 440, 
720, 9:40, Mon-Thu 4:40, 7:20, 9:40 


ALPHA DOG (15. coarse language) Fri-Sun 
1:00, 4:00, 7:10, 9:50: Mon-Thu 4:00, 7:10, 
950 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG) Fr Sun 
1:15, S50, 6:45, 9:35; Mon-Thu 3:50, 6.45, 
9:35 


PRIMEVAL (184) Fri-Sun 
Mon-Thu 5:00, 7:35, 9:45 


10, 6:00, 7:35, 9:45; 


ERAGON (PG, vicleneo, not recommended for 
young children) Fri-Sun 1:40, 4:20, 7:90, 9:55 
Mon-Thu 4:20, 7:39, 9:55 


ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES (G) Fri-Sun 
2:40, 4:50, 7:00; Mon-Thu 4:50, 7:00 


ROCKY BALBOA (PG) Fri-Thu 9:10 
CASINO ROYALE (14A, violence) Fri-Thu 9:00 


BLOOD DIAMOND (144, violence, disturbing 
conten!) Fri-Thu 6:35, 9:30 


HAPPY FEET (G) Fri-Sun) 1:30, 4:16; Mon-Thu 
4.10 


CHARLOTTE'S WEB (6) Fri-Sun 2:00, 4.25, 
6:40; Mon-Thu 4:25, 6:40 


BABEL (14/. mature themes, not recommended 
for children) Fri-Sun 12:40, 4:35, 6:90, 9:25; 
Mon-Thu 6:30, 0:25, 3:40 


GALAXY-SHERWOOD PARK 
2020 Sherwood Drive, 416-0150 
THE HITCHER (18A. gory scenes) Fri 3:20, 


6:20, 9:15; Sat-Sun 12:40, 9:20, 6:20, 9:15; 
Mon-Thu 6:20, 9:15 


THE QUEEN (PG) Fri 4:15, 7.10, 9:30; Sat-Sun 
1:00, 4:15, 7:10, 9:30; Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:30 


ALPHA DOG (184, couse language) Fr 4:10, 
7:05, Sat-Sun 1215, 4:10, 7:05, 9:50; Mon 
Thu 7:05, 9:50 


PRIMEVAL (164) Fri-Sun 315, 
Mon-Thu 7:15, 10:10 


7:15, 10:10; 


ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES (G) Fri 5:00. 
7-20; Sat-Sun 12:25, 2:45, 5:00, 
7:20 


7:20; Mon-Thu 


BABEL (14A, mature theres, not recommended 
for chikiren) Fri 3:25, 6:30, 0:45; Sat-Sun 12:15, 
4:25, 6:30. 9:45; Mon-Thu 6:40, 45 


CHILOREN OF MEN (144. course language. 


Wiolenes) Fri 2:45, 640, 9:40; Sat-Sun 12:45, 


SAS, 6:40, 9:40) Mon-Thu 6:40, 9.40 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, nol recom 
ded lor young chiiinen) Fri 4:00, 6:45 
10:05 4:00, 6:45, 10:05; Mar 


mer 


Sat-Sun 1:10, 
Thu 6:45, 10:08 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PG) Fri 3:40 
6:50. 10:00, Sat-Sun 12.30, #40, 650, 10:00: 


Mon-They 6:50, 10.00 


BLOOD DIAMOND (| 4A, vcience, Getwroing 
mtent) Fri-Sus 7.00, 9:55. Mon-Tr 
CASINO ROYALE (144, volence) Fri-Thu 9:38 


CHARLOTTE'S WEB (() Sei-Se 


12:20 


HAPPY FEET ((G) Ser 


8712-109 St, 433-0726 


THE PAINTED VEIL \f 
chitdire 


3, NOL PEcoruMeEnctind f 


Deity 6:50, 9-207 


Sun 2:00 No 7 


GATEWAY & 
2250 Calgary Trail, 496-6977 
THE QUEEN | 


15, 340) 650, 20 


1G) Fn, Mon-Thny 6:50, 9 


CURSE OF THE GOLDEN FLOWER ()4/4. gory 


hel) Fini, Mon-Thu 7:05, 940; Sat 


SBSSSRZSSSS SSSR SESSSSBSSSESEE ES SB 


FILM LISTINGS 


Sun 1:40, 4:15, 7:05, 9:40 


BORAT (14A, coarse tanquage, smeual Content, 
ude content, nol mBoonnended for children) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 7:20, 9:50; Sat-Sun 2:00, 4:10, 
720, 0:50 


ROCKY BALBOA (FXG) Fri, Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:30. 
Sat-Sun 1:25, 3:45, 7:00, 9:30 


PRIMEVAL (184) Fri, Mon-Thu 7:15, 045; Sat 
Sur 1:50, 4:00, 7:15, 9:45 


CHARLOTTE'S WEB (G) fri, Mon-Thu 6:30: 
Sat-Sun 1:35, $50, &30 


THE GOOO SHEPHERD (14A) Fri-Thy 645, 


THE LAST KING OF SCOTLAND (164. gory 
scenes) Fi, Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:25: Sat-Sun 1:00, 
3:38, 6:40, 9/25 


AL ALESHO WA ALLHAWA (PG. mature 
themes, substance abuso) Fri, Mon-Thu 7:15, 
9:35; Sat-Sun 1:05, 3:20, 7:15, 9:35 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill 
Ave, St. Al 
THE QUEEN (PG) Dally 1:15, 2:15, 8:15, 7:15, 
9:20 


BORAT (14A_ coarse language, 
crude content, not recommended for children) 
Dally 8:45 


axua) content 


CHARLOTTE'S WEB (() Daily 1.05, 3:00, 4:50, 
6:45 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (1°, nol recom: 
mended tor young children) Daily 12:55, 3:05, 
§20, 7.25, 9:25 


CASINO ROYALE (1 4A, violence) Daily 8:30 
HAPPY FEET (G) Daily 1:90, 2:45, 6:15 
WE ARE MARSHALLS (PG) Daily 8:25 


ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES (6) Dally 1:00, 
2:50, 4:46, 6:35 


4762-50 St, Leduc, 986-2728 


THE HITCHER (1BA. gory scones) Dally 7:10. 
9:15 Sat-Sun 3:00 3:15 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recon 
mended for young ehildran) Dally 6:55, 9:15; 
Sat-Sun 12:55, 3:20 


THE GOOD SHEPHERD [1 4A) Daily 8:45 


ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES (G) Daily 7.00; 
Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:30 


PRIMEVAL (PG) Daily (05. & 
4:25 


Sun 1:05, 


MAGIC LANTERN-CAMROSE 
Camrose, 780-608-2144 
THE HITCHER (184. gory 


9:20; Sat-Sun 2 


seenas) Dally 7:10, 


ROCKY BALBOA (PG) Owly 7:00, 410 
HAPPY FEET (@) Sal. Sun 1:50 
THE QUEEN (PG) Daily 55, 9:08 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (Ph. 9 on 


manded for youny enidran) Daily 6:50, 900, 
Sat-Sun 1:5! 
PRIMEVAL (°5A) Duly 05, 9 


CHAARLOTTES WEB (3) Sat-Sun 2:05 


MAGIC LANTERN -SPRUCE GROVE 
205 Main St. Spnice Grove 972-2332 
NIGHT AY THE MUSEUM 


ratte 


« young etvdren} Daity 7 


at Sun 1:00, 3:00 


OLD JOY (14/ 


Mears G0 


BEST OF OTTAWA ANIMATION FESTIAL 


0 Sat 200 


TERLENA: BREAKING OF A NATION (STO) 
hy 7:00 


NEW WEST MALL 8 


6802-170 St, 444-1829 


THE FOUNTAIN (144) Fr 000, 715, 990 Sat 
Sun 12:45, 2:45, §:00, 7:15, 0:90; Mon-Thu 
7:15, 9:30 


STRANGER THAN FICTION (PQ) Ft 4045, 


7:20, 9°95; Sat-Sun 12:55, 4:45, 7:20, 9:25; 
Mon-Thu 7:20, 9:35, 


BLACK CHRISTMAS (158A. gory scones, dis. 
turbing content) Fri 5:10, 7°20, 9:40, Sat-Sun 
9:00, 6:10, 7:30, 9:40; Mon-Thu 7:30, 9:40 


THE SANTA CLAUSE 3: THE ESCAPE 
(CLAUSE (G) Fri 4:55, 7:05, 9:20, Sat-Sun 
12:80, 2:80, 4:55, 7:05, 9:20; Mon-Thu 7:05, 
920 

THE PRESTIGE (144) Fri, Mon-Thu &:50, 9:35, 
Sat-Sun 12:50, 3:45, 6:50, 9°35 


LET'S GO TO PRISON (14A, coarse lang. 
Fri 5:05, 7:10, 9:25; Sat-Sun 1:16, 3:05, 
7-10, 9:25; Mon-Thu 7:10, 9:25 


oe) 


OPEN SEASON (G) Fil 4:50, 6:45; Sat-Sun 
12:40, 2:35, 4:50, 6245; Mon-Thu 6:45 


THE GUARDIAN (PG, coarse language, not rec 
emmencdied for young chikiren) Fri-Thu 0:15 


DEMA VU (14a) Fri, Mon-Thu 7:00, 0:45; Sat 
Sun 1:00, 4,00, 7:00, 9:45 


NORTH EDMONTON CINEMAS 


14231 137th Avenue, 780-732-2223 


LETTERS FROM [WO JIMA (144, gory scenes) 
Fri-Thu 12°20, 3:40, 6:50, 10:00 


THE HITCHER (184, gory scenes) Prai-Thu 1:10, 
4:20, 5790, 8:00, 10:40 


ALPHA 00G (18A, coarse language) Fri-Thu 
1:30, 4:30, 7:40, 10:30 


PRIMEVAL (164) Fri Thu 1/50, 4:5 
10:10 


STOMP THE YARD (PG, coarse language) Fri 
Thu 2:00, 5:00, 7:45, 10:35 


ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES ((3) Fri Thu 
12:15, 2:30, 4:50, 7:10 


FREEDOM WRITERS (PG, coarse 


Molenca) Fre Mon Wed-Thu 12:50, 4:00, € 


UUage, 


9:50; Tue 4:00, 6:55, 9:50; Star and Strotiere 


screening! Tue 1:00 


CHILDREN OF MEN (1 4A, coarse tanguage. 
Violenoa) FrieThu 1:20, 4:20, 7:20, 10:20 


DREAMGIRLS (PG. course languago, meture 


Ihemea) FriThu 12.40, 3:45, G45, 10:0¢ 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recom 


mended for young children) Fri-Thu 150, 4:40, 
7:90, 10:15 
THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (9G) Fri- Thu 


1:15, 4:15, 7:15, 10:05 


ERAGON (PG, violence, not recommended for 
young chikiren) Fri-Tua.Thu 1:40, 4:10, 7:08 
8:30; Wed 1:40. 4:10, 9°30 


BLOOD DIAMOND (144. violence, disturbing 
content) Fri-Thu 12:45, 3:60, 7.00, 10:10 
CASINO ROYALE ( golonco} Fit: Thu 3:30 
640, 955 

HAPPY FEET (G) fri Ts 1.00 


9:20 


THE GOOD SHEPHERD (1 4A) Fri Thr 


10337-82 Ave, 433-0728 


THE QUEEN (PG) Duily 7:00, 9:00 at-Sur 

x0 
VOLVER [!4A, mature trumes} Deity 6:50, 9:20 
GaSun 2:00 


SILVERCITY WEM 
WEM, 8882-170 St, 444-2400 


ALPHA DOG (1BA. coarse kinguuge, digtal 


Thu 12:00, 3:00, 7:20, 10.20 
THE HITCHER (184. gory scone: yal) Fr 
Tu 1.00, 4:00, 7:00, 10:0 


CHILDREN OF MEN (144. coar 


violerioe, digital) Fn-Tuo, Thu 12:40, 3:30, 7-4¢ 


18; Wod 12 3:90, 7:15, 10.15 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (PO. apie 
Fr-Thu 12:40, 4:15, 7.25, 10-21 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: THE IMAX EXPE. 
RIENCE (PG. 
Grony, cigital, MAX 


nok mocmmendad tor young chi 


A-Thy 2:35, 6:10, 7:45 


10-20 
HAPPY FEET: THE IMAX EXPERIENCE 
(G.digttal, MAX) Fri-Thy 12 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG. pot recom 
mended for young cfuldren, digital) Fri-Thu 


12:46, 3:45, 7:05, 245 


CASINO ROYALE (144 
12:05, 3:40, 6:55, 10:10 


viclenes, digital) Fr-Thu 


PRIMEVAL (158A. digit) Fri-Thu 12:50, 


7:15, 9:50 


BLOOD DIAMOND (144 v 
Content, digital) Fri-Thu 12:20, 


ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES (G, digital) Fri 
Thu 1:00, 3:40, 6:40, 9:15 


ERAGON (PG. violence, no 
young children, digital) FriTue Thu 12:1 
6:45, 9:40; Wed 12:10, 3:00, 9:40 


HAPPILY N'EVER AFTER (, cigital) Fi-Thu 


ROCKY BALBOA (PG, digital) Fr-Thu 3:20 
725, 9:55 


THE GOOD SHEPHERD (14 


235 


HAPPY FEET (G, digital) Fri-Thu 12:25, 4:05 
6:50 


SOUTH EDMONTON COMMON 


1525-99 St. 436-8585 
ALPHA DOG (184. coarse language) Fri-Thu 
1:45, 4:50, 7:45, 10:40 


STOMP THE YARD (PG, coarse languace) Fr 
Thu 1:50, 5:10, 8:00, 10:45 


ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES 


12,00, 2:20, 4:40, 7:00, 9:15 


GUAU (PG, subtitled) Fri-Thu 12 


FREEDOM WRITERS (PG. 


Violenos) Fri-Mon, Thu 1:40, 4:4 


Tuo 4:45, 7 


50, 10:30; Wed 1:40, 4 


ar and Strollers screening: Tus 1,00 


CHILOREN OF MEN (14A. coarse language. 


Violence) Fi-Thu 1:10, 4:15, 7:15, 9:50 


DREAMGIRLS (PG. 
themes) FrieThu 12:50, 3:45 


coarse language, mature 


6:40, 9:30 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (PG, not recom 
mended toe young chidren) Fri 


730, 10:10 


THE PURSUIT OF HAPPYNESS (?°G) Fri Tr 


1:20, 4:10, 7:10, 10-¢ 


ERAGON PG, violer 


young children) Fr-Thu 5:1 


THE HOLIDAY (PG. not rex 


dren) Fri Sun-Tue 


3at 3:20, 6:30, 9:20; Wed 12:15, 3:20, 9 


BLOOD DIAMOND (14A, violence 


content) Fri-Thu 12:40, 4:00, 7:20, 10:2¢ 


CASINO ROYALE (144, vi 


12:20, 


) Fi Wed 


4:90, 6:50, 10:15; Thu 12:20, 3:30, 1¢ 


HAPPY FEET (G) Fri-Thu 12:10, 2:45 


LETTERS FROM IWO JIMA (140. gory scer 


Fo-Thu 12:00, 9:16, 6:30, 9:4¢ 


THE HITCHER (184, gory scenes) Fri-Thu 


12:45, 9:10, 5:30, 8:15, 10:46 


PAN'S LABYRINTH (1 


recommuinded for children) Fri-Thu 1:00, 3:50, 


6:45, 9:40 


METROPOLITAN OPERA: THE MAGIC 
FLUTE ENCORE PRESENTATION 


(Classification not available) Sat 11-30 


WESTMOUNT CENTRE | 


111 Ave. Groat Rd, 455-8726 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM (F trace 
Jed for young crid ri, Mi 

THE QUEEN (PG) fii, Mon-Tr 

ALPHA DOG (184 My 

Thu 240; Sat 

PRIMEVAL ( M 


(1) 780-352- 


THE HITCHER (1 


2:18 Sat-Su 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM 
mended ra chikire 1: 


THE GOOD SHEPHERD (1 aity 6:45 


ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES 


PRIMEVAL [F'G) Daly 705 Sa 


15 
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(0030-102 STREET * INFO: 428-STAR 


FRIDAY JANUARY [9 


FOREVER ry A DAY 


CRISTIAN HANSEN & THE AUTISTIC/ SIDE = FATE) 


ALL ELSE FAI ae 


ce87 THE FIREBRANDS, CALLING PENNY, GLENBROOK & CHIMPAN-A TO CHIMPAN-7 


RIGVEDA sos 


MAYS 


WITH MUSEUM PIECES 


STANTON WWARRIORS 


W/ ROOTS SOUND SYSTEM, DJ SWEETZ, AGENT ORANGE 


THE ICBMS A LEVEL SIX ELFS Ae MIDGET MILITIA 


COMING SOON: THE WHEAT POOL, LASCIVIOUS BURLESQUE, PRIDE TIGER, NOMEANSNO, 
DO MAKE SAY THINK, CONSTANTINES, SWORN ENEMY, GREAT LAKE SWIMMERS & PROPAGANDHI! 


UU 


VELVET 
UnDSexaocRoOUno 


10030-102 STREET * INFO: 428-STAR 
BELOW THE STARLITE ROOM 


UPCOMING EYENTS 


FRIDAY JANUARY tS SUBTERRANEAN SOUND PRESENTS _ 


ROOTDOWN 


FEAT: SHY FX, ROOTS SOUND SYSTEM, AGENT ORANGE, SWEETZ & MATT HATTER 


2O ARIA PRESENTS ... 


SONGWRITERS IN THE ROUND 
FEATURING ROB HEATH, MYROL, JANE HAWLEY 


FRIDAY JANUARY 26 [LEMISH EYE ARTISTS FROM CALGARY 


THE CAPE MAY 


WITH TEAM BUILDING & MARK TEMPLETON 


SATURDAY JANUARY 27 


THE SECRETARIES 


HOT PANDA & DJ SHERI BARCLAY 


FRIDAY FEBRUARY 2 


RAYGUN COWBOYS 


WITH BETTY MACHETE 


wrt =Ss pax ree SDs : 
Wit iHE 

PANIC! NARS WIE 

wre ELECTRO TECHNO NO WAVE AND HIP HOP 


‘ope NAAT aise ETS NORE tN 


WWW.STARLITEROOM.CA 
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BLACKSTONE CHERRY / 39 GRACE 
UNPLUGGED ON JASPER / 41 [EET 


BILLY TALENT /44 [XP 


There’s more to video games than 
just beeping and booping sounds 


SARAH CHAN / sarah@vueweekly.com 
y | f Beethoven were alive today 

| he would be a video game 
composer,” says Tommy Tal- 
larico, one of the two creators of 
Video Games Live. “He was way 
ahead of the curve and he wanted to 
drive people's emotion.’ 

This desire to push the envelope is 
what Video Games all about 
Tallarico and co-creator Jack Wall 
were both composers in the video 
game music industry and thought it 
was about time to legitimize the 
music, as well as the entire video 
game industry 

“Symphonies across the world aren't 
appealing to the younger generation,” 
he explains. “People who are 40 and 
under who grew up on video games 
and Star Wars feel like orchestral sym- 
phonic presentations aren't for them 

“What we're doing is breaking 
down all those barriers,” he contin- 
ues. “Don't think of a symphony as 
being boring. When a symphony per- 
forms it’s musical magic. We capture 
the power of the symphony and com 
bine it with the energy and excite- 
ment of a rock show.” 

For a guy who grew up on the first 
generation of games like Pac Man, 
Tallarico feels as though game music 
is something to get excited about 
because it reaches so many people 
without them realizing it 

“Video games are the biggest part 


Live Is 


MOM, JAN 2 TUE, JAN 23 (7:30 PM 
VIDEO GAMES LIVE 


EDMONTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

HOSTED BY TOMMY TALLARICO 

CONDUCTED BY JACK WALL 

FEATURING KOKOPELL! & ORAW CHAMBER CHOIR 
JUBILEE AUDITORIUM, S80 - $60 


of entertainment,” Tallarico states 
“The average person who buys and 
plays a video game is 33 years old 
and the average household plays 13 
hours of video games each week.” 

The touring Video Games Live show 
is guaranteed to please both new- 
and old-school gamers, drawing 
music from classics like Pong, Donkey 
Kong and Frogger, as well as from 
newer games like Halo, Final Fantasy 
and Kingdom Hearts 

"These are games that have amaz- 
ing scores—just as good as any John 
Williams score,” Tallarico enthuses 
“We have all different types of emo- 
tional pieces. We've got Barber Ada- 
gio for string moments, we have 
Italian opera moments, we have Dis- 
ney-esque moments ... there are so 
many different varieties!” 


TALLARICO IS IN HIS FIFTH year of tour- 


ing with the performance, but he says 
that he’s never bored because the 
repertoire is revamped often and the 
accompanying multimedia is con- 
stantly updated, so that the symphony 
plays alongside huge screens with the 


PREVUE 


most up-to-date graphics and | 
design. The Edmonton perform 
in particular will provide a per 
example of the show's evolutio 

“Edmonton is going to bi 
special show," Tallarico pro: 
“We're doing the world prem 
Jade Empire, one of the big gar 
Bioware put out a year ago 

For those not in the know, 8 
is one of the biggest video gam 
ducers in the world, based righ! 
in Edmonton. In addition 
Games Live co-creator Jack Wal! 
the music for Jade Empire and 
conductor for the tour, so the 
ton stop will have a unique « 
tion to the performance 

“What is great about the Edinon' 
symphony is that they get it,” 7 
adds. “They're very progress! 
they don’t follow the stuffy synphon 
kind of culture environment. The &>' 
is very hip and progressive—(" 
want to appeal to a younger gene! 
tion and they're very support! 
what we're doing here. 

“We sometimes feel like lonely P 
neers,” he continues. “We la\ 
explain to the gamers that the sy! 
phony is cool, and we have to ©xp!a! 
to non-gamers that video games 2! 
cool. We don’t get paid. We're d 
this to get the word out. Our ™ 
objective is to help change peo 
perception of orchestral music 
the video game industry.” ¥ 


an 


MUSIC 


CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweekly.com 
h, yeah. We talked about 
f the name,” laughs Elsa 

Osun recalling 
hen she first started singing with 
skatoon's From Chimpan-A to 
nimpan-Z. The clumsy moniker 
from the outfit’s joke band roots) 
as grown on her, though, and as 
he points out, it’s the name under 
hich they’ve been introduced to 
e world. 

«we toured through last summer 
nd spring, we went to New York 
ice, Toronto, all under that name.” 
The Canadian prairies are only a 
Jip away from New York, thanks to 
« connectivity of MySpace, which is 
how James Spooner found the band. 
Spooner was documenting the experi- 
ce of black people in DIY-music cul- 
¢ through what eventually became 
film, Afro-Punk, which credits itself 
n its packaging with sparking “the 
movement.” 

“We met him when he was already 
making it,” Gebremichael states. “We 
were sort of holding out hope that 
we'd be in the movie, but we are so 
thrilled to be on the compilation.” 

The movie may or may not have 
spawned a movement, but it certainly 
has started a line of genre compila- 
tions—Chimpan-A is on the first 
release from the Afro-Punk Records 
label 

“We got to meet all these cool kids, 
Wew Yorkers,” she says. “He invited us 
to play this Afro-Punk festival. It was 
just really something.” 


AT HOME, Chimpan-A has an album of 
its own, distributed through Scratch 
Records. Gebremichael contends that 
they're still committed to getting word 
out about their debut, Designs, 
released last April. 

“Especially in the West,” she adds. 
“We didn’t get out here much at all.” 

That's the downside of hanging in 
New York—you can’t be in Edmonton 


Ayog 0, 


Matha ce Ashtanga 


12039 — 127 street 


edmontonyogastudio@shaw.ca 


WINTER 
CLASSES 


ON NOW! 


ease check the web se for more info 


SAT, JAN 20 (8) 

FROM CHIMPAN-A T0 
CHIMPAN-Z 

WITH THERE BRANDS, ALL ELE ALS 
CALLING PENN, GLENBROOK BOULEVARD 


STARLITE ROOM, 10\W/FOODBANK DONATION, 
S12WITHOUT 


at the same time. But Chimpan-A 
vows to visit at least a couple more 
times before going back into the stu- 
dio next winter, new songs in tow. 
Gebremichael relates that recent 
material is sonically similar to the 


rom Chimpan-A to Chimpan-Z 


album tunes—epic, cluttered, loud 
rock pastiches: shark-like ‘80s key- 
board; riff-y ‘70s guitar; melodically 
acrobatic bass; an overall grunge/ 
garage vibe; and Gebremichael’s 
petulant CBGB's growl and Carole 
Pope-ish power. 

“So far it’s been a good collabora- 
tive process,” she explains of both the 
lyrical and songwriting aspects 
“Three of us write the words, and the 
music is everyone. We're all willing to 
make it work, to listen to each other's 
ideas, and | think that’s why the songs 
have so much going on in them." w 


BDF WiFi 


The Black Dog now offers 
free WIFI to our customers 


10425-82 Ave 


muSsIC 


CENTURY 


oa all mec: 


UPCOMING 


CONCERTS! 


FREE ADMISSION (UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED) 


SAS ICHAIN OF FOOLS: 
zene TRACY MILLAR: 


BUCK WILD 


HEAD , 
~= PINS! 


FSS\CAT SASS 


———) (eno CALIFORNIA 


NORTH AMERICA’S #1 TRIB 


16 - 18 


tie 


RE 


THE EAG 


INN MITCHEN'S se 
ae BAY CITY ROWERS: 


TICKETS: $28.95 PWS GST. INGWIES BUFFET. CALL 645-1000 FOR TICKETS ¢ 


— DINNER THEATRE: }(}ff PLANING 


THREE 


MUSKET: 


SPEEA AED 


0° OFF TICKETS! 
UNTIL JANUARY 28TH 


Bringin this ad and get 30% off your Century Dinner Theatre tickets unti the end of 
January. One cupon per person. Can not be combined with other offers. YUEWEEKLY 


13103 FORT RD S6+s.4O00oO 
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fever 
@ TAKING NIGHTLIFE TOANEW DEGREE @ 


THE TEMPERATURE IS RISING 
CAN YOU FEEL THE HEAT? 


JACK’D UP WEDNESDAYS 
$6 TRIPLES 
$3.50 EVERYTHING ELSE ALL NIGHT 


WIN YOUR TUITION 
MAXIMUM i400 
BRING YOUR STUDENT ID To ENTER 


Friday February 2nd 


jn 


GLOBAL FRIDAYS 


; Ta CANADA'S #1 
aA NIGHT PARTY 


1500 PEOPLE I esis to Edmonton 


AGB, HIP HOP, ‘a4 LIVE PERFORMANCE & HOSTING 


SUITE 2554, UPPER LEVEL 
WEST EDM. MALL * 443-6666 
WWW.FEVERNIGHTCLUB.COM 
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LISTINGS FOR YOU 


THU 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AMD GILL Jimmy 
Whiffen 


AVENUE SKATEPARK Bless the Fall 
{record collection) concert: Bom 


arated Open stage: 


BLUE CHAM CAFE Twilight Hotel; 
8pm; donations 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB. 
Open stage hasted by Alberts Crude; 
6-10pm 


DRUID Open mic hosted by Chris 
Wynters every Tue; 9pm. 
DUSTER'S PUB Jam hosted by 
Brian Petch 

FOUR ROOMS Avdroy Ochoa: 8pm 


THE IVORY CLUB Live Duoling 
Pianos, no cover, 8pm 

SAMBRERS PUB Thursday opan jam: 
7-11pm 

4 AND R BAR AND GRILL Open 
stage with The Poster Boys 
{pop/rock/bluas); 8:30pm-1230am 
NORTH GLEWORA HALL Jam host 
ed by the Wild Rose Old Tyme 
Fiddlers Society; 7-10pm 
BYRNE'S The Marco Claver 


Project; 30pm; no cover 


URBAN LOUNGE Storeokill, One 
Bad Son, Wish 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Thursday 


Nights: Electro Education: dub, trip 


hop, lounge, electro with DJ Laver 
Beam 
BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Escapack 
Entertainment 

FREEHOUSE 
hursdays: DUé spin o vel 
BUDDY'S Viet underwear contest 
with Mia Fallow, midnight. OU 


WestCoi 


ESMERALDA'S Big andi Hich : 
Thursday: fop 40, country 

FEVER NIGHTCLUB DJ Bad Boy 

Bill, Nestor Delano, Qavid Garcia, 

Spm (door); $20 (adv) at TicketMaster 
Foosh 

FILTHY McNASTY'S 
Bingo with (i SWAG 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 


Requests with DJ Samian 


GAS PUMP Ladies Nite: Tor 


40/danee with DJ Christian 


GINGUR SKY Lrhan S 
Thursctays: hosted by K' 
Urban Substance Soune 
InVinegable, Shortfound, Spint vole, 
BabyGirl, and Toveh It 


abyDaddy 


unk Rock 


bbstance 


KAS BAR Urban House: with DJ 
Mark Stevens; 9pm 
NEW CITY | Love 80s; Trash Bingd 


hosted by Dexter Nebula, Sushi 
Stiletto, Belinda Carbomb, Hells 
Yeah; 9:45 (First Card); no cover 


ON THE ROCKS Saieaholic 


Thursdays: Dance lessons at Bom: 
Salsa DJ to follow 


OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Hetro to New: clas 
sic rock, A&B, urban and dance with 
DU Mike: 9pm-Zam: no caver 


PLANET INDIGO-ST. ALBERT }/i: 
it Thursdays: breaks, electro house 
spun by Pl residents 

RED STAR Femme Fatale: rock, pop 
hip hop with OU Kelty 

THE ROOST Gorgeous: featuring 
hostess Dr. Lexx! Tronic, Drag Kings 


and Queens, burlesque and rotating 
gama shows, bands upstairs monthly 


ROLLERSKATING 


SPORTSWORLD 

DISCO Retro Night: music flash 
backs from the “SOs, ils, 70s, ‘80s 
and the "90s; 7pm-12 midnight: $6 ($4 
rental/pair) 


STANDARD 1.) Danny Howells (UKr 
Tickets available at TicketMaster, 
Treehouse, Underground (WEM). 
Colourblind 


VELVET UNDERGROUND NAMLS 


MUSIC 


WLCW: Electro, tachno, no wave and 
‘a bit of hip-hep with OU Nik 7 and a 
rotating cast of guests 


WUMDERBAR 01) Jazzy Chris; no 
cover 


FRI 


LIVE MUSIC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL Jimmy 
Whiffen 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE House Kats: 
8:30pm; donations 

CASINO EDMONTON The Emeralds 
{classic rock) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD Madison 
Drive (pop/rock) 

CENTURY CASINO Chain of Fools 
FESTWAL PLACE Hank Williams 
1952: Joe Matheson (country, trib- 
ute); 7:30pm; $30 (cabaret\/$28 


{baxl/$25 (theatre) at the Festival 
Place box office 


FEVER MIGHT CLUB Globe) Fridays 
FOUR ROOMS Audrey Ochoa; Spm; 
% 


FRESH START CAFE Martin Kerr 
(blues/roots); 6-8:30pm 
HULBERT'S Marty Majorowicz and 
Joeseph Lubinsky (trombone and 
bass); Spm 

THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 
Pianos, no cover. 9pm 


AJAMMERS PUB Country/rock band, 


S2am 


CAFE fants 
MacDonald (jazz standards, shove 
tunes); $7 
JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwire 


(pop/rock); 9:30prr 
OM THE ROCKS Mr. Lucky (biues 
roots), OY Shawnibis; 10pm-2am; no 
cover 

SIDETRACK CAFE The Grassroot 


Deviation, Red Ram, Spr $10 (door} 


STARLITE ROOM Forever and a Day 
Cristian Hansen and the Autistics, 
Side Step Fate: 8pm (door); no 
munors; $8 (door) 


URBAN LOUNGE fatt Poison 
VELVET UNDERGROUND The Root 


Down with Shy FX. Roots Sound 


PREVUE / FR, JAN 19 (8 PM) / SOCIAL CODE / THE POW- 
ERPLANT /'$15 Here's a social code: COVER YOUR MOUTH 
WHEN YOU COUGH! Spit and mucous flies everywhere, you 
sick fucks. Oh, uh, this has nothing to do with this band. 


Friday: Funky breaks, funky house, 
funky tunes with Phife and friends 
BANK ULTRA LOUNGE Connected 
Fridays: local house music with Dus 
‘and occasional international special 
guest DJ; 9pm (Door); $5 (door) 


BAR-B-BAR ()J James; no cover 
BAR WALD Bar Wild Fridays 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE D's spin 
‘on the main floor and on the Wooftop 


BOOTS Retro Disco: retro dance 
BUDDY'S We made ‘em famous! DJ 
Eddy Toonflash, come early to avoid 
lineup, no cover before 10pm 
DANTE'S BISTRO Text Messaging 


Singles Party: For singles 25-40; com- 
pletely anonymous, totally addictive 


7am, 


URBAN FRAT Al New Funktion 
Fridays: with DJ Invinceable; 
Edmonton Police security on site all 
night 
VELVET UNDERGROUND Glitch 
hop, dubstep, breaks, hiphop, dance- 
hall, reggae, drum & bass, and 
mashup with the Root Down with 
‘Shy FX (digital sound), And Roots 
Sound System, Sweetz, Matt Hatter 
and Agent Orange; $20 (adv. at 
Treehouse, Soular, Colour Blind, 
Bea ‘and Foosh); more at the 
lor 


(WUNDERBAR Fridays with the Pony 
Girls, OJ Avinder and DJ Toma; no 
cover 


AFTERHOURS Foundation Fridays 


PREVUE / SAT, JAN 20(7 PM) /TIM WILLIAMS & THE 


ELECTROFIRES / POLISH HALL / $45 Tim Williams is bad 
ass. After this photo was taken, he killed six men with his 
bare hands and wrote seventeen songs about it, getting his 


guitar all bloody in the process. 


ESMERALDA'S 1)J) Jimmy Friday; 
Bom {door} 


FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 
Top tracks, rock, retro with OJ 
Damian 


GAS PUMP Top 40/dance with DJ 
Christian 


HALO Mod Club: indie rock, new 
wave, Brit pop, and “60s soul v 
Blue Jay. OJ Travy D; no cover 
10pm; $5 latter 10pm) 


LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Hypnatiy Friday 
Breakbeat, house, progressive ard 
electro with Groovy Cuvy, DJ Fours 


NEW CITY Bitch! Bitch! Bitch! 
Official Kick-off party with Dus 
Dervish, Greg Gory, Brad Habit and 
quests; no minors; 9pm (door) $5 
MEW CITY friday Night Freek Out 
rockandroll/ounkrock/abitofever 
thing/indy with OUs Jebus and 
Anarchy Adam (from CJSR’ 


System, Agent Orange, Sweetz, Matt 
Hatter; 3pm; 8pm {doorl no minors 
$20 (adv. at Foosh, Treehouse, Soular, 
Colorblind, Blacktyrd) 


WESTBURY THEATRE-TRANS 
ALTA ARTS BARNS Northern Lights 
Folk Club, Bluebird North: Where 
Writers Sing and Tell: Barmay Bental 
Melanie Doane, Jeremy Fisher, Jenny 
Whiteley; hosted by Blair Packham. 
8pm, $18 {ady. at TIX on the Square, 
Acoustic Music, Myhres Music\/$Z2 
{door} 


WILD WEST SALOON Brent Lee 
WHISTLESTOP LOUNGE The Mary 


Thomas Band 


WRECKS PUB Slow Gur 


(blues/roek); @om-12am 
CLASSICAL 

CONVOCATION HALL Music et 

Convocation Hall: Joachim Segger 


(piano); Bom; $20 (adult\/$15 (stu- 
Gent/senior) at TIX an the Square, 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Funky 


Weekly AA Meating); G-Whiz 
(Wednesday Night Heros} 

OME ON WHYTE Friday Nights QJ 
Choklit Elvis and DU Spyder 
OVERTIME BOILER AND TAP- 
ROOM SOUTH Feta to New: clas 


sic rock, R&B, urban and dance with 
DJ Mikee; 9pm-2am; no cover 


RED STAR Loaded Friday: indie rock 
and Brit pop with OU Readymade 
Flyboy 


THE ROOST A}! Request Dance 
Party: with DJ Jazzy 


RUM JUNGLE Peoples DY Spinning 


LOUNGE Deep House: with Friday 
resident DJ Luke Morrison 
ROLLERSKATING DISCO Top 40 
request with a mix of retro and disco; 
Tpm-12 midnight: $5 ($4 rental/pair) 
STOLLIS Top 40, R&B, house with 
People’s DJ 

‘STONEHOUSE PUB Top 40 with QU 


Tysin 


TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
Flashback: house/hard with Johnny 
Dangerous, Andy Inertia, guests; 1- 


—— 


SAT 


LIVE MUSIC 
a Ta 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Hair of 
the Dog. 4-6pm:; no cover acoustic 
‘avery Saturday aftemoon 

BUND PIG | ive bands every seeond 
Saturday 

BLUE CHAIR CAFE Back Porch 
Swing: 8:30pm; donations 

CASINO EDMONTON The Emeralds 
{classic rock) 

CASINO YELLOWHEAD Mavison 
Orve (pop/rock) 

CENTURY CASINO Chain of Fools 
LA CITE FRANCOPHONE Jja27 Art 
Concert: Prerre Paul Bugeaud (bass), 
Jamie Phaip (guitar), Gord Graber 
(drums); 7 30pm; $30/$200 (table of 
8) 


DRUID-JASPER AVE Open stage 

all ages; 2-Gpm 

EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE 

Hinder with Black Stone Cherry, 

ine Crush: 7:30pm (dear no 
$29.50 at TicketMaster 

FESTIVAL PLACE Jimmy Webb 

(singer/songwriter), 7:30pm; $30 

(cabaret)/$28 (box)/$25 (theatre) at 

the Festival Place box office 

FOUR ROOMS Audrey Ochoa: 9pm. 

$5 

HOMEGROWN SOUL SHACK Sci 

top rap groups, Spm 

HULBERT'S Marty Majorowicz and 

Joeseph Lubinsky {trombone and 

bassk 8pm 

THE IVORY CLUB Live Dueling 

Pianos, no cover; Spm 

SJAMMERS PUB Saturday open jam, 

3-7:3pm; country/rock band. Spm: 

2am 

JEFFREYS CAFE Will Cramer and 

the Bullies of Basin Streat (jazz, led 

by banjo}: $7 

JEXYLL AND HYDE PUB Headwind 

(pop/rock); 9:30pm 

MORANGO'S Open mic hosted by 
Tommy every Sat; 7pm 

O°BYRNE'S On the Patio; Chris 

‘Wynters, Scott Peters; 3pm; no cover 
OM THE ROCKS Mr. Lucky (blues 
roots), J Shawnibis; 10pm-2am; no 
cover 

POLISH HALL Omar and the 
Howlers, Tim Williams and the 
Eleetrofires; 8pm; tickets available at 
Megatunes 


(QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 
Edmonton Blues Society monthly live 


blues: Red House Blues { 
Dog Blues Band: 7p 3 


REMDEZVOUS Absort, < 
Spit, Dawn at Dusk 


‘SHDETRACK CAFE 
Playboys (CO release pz 
Hills: Spm; $10 (door) 

STARLITE ROOM (\\ ¢\, 
shoot), Calling Penny, 6; 
Boulevard, Chirmpa 
8pm (door); no minors; 
Foodbank donation\/$1 


URBAN LOUNGE §)3 1; 


VELVET 

Presents: Songwai 
MYROL, Jane Hay 
(door: no minors. $8 


WILD WEST Sato; 


ZAKS ON SIST AVENUE (\,- | 
and dancing every Sar : 
ey Oa 0p 


Edmonton Symphony 01 
David Lockington (conduct 
Currie (percussion): 8pm 
Winspear Centre box off 
—<—$—— 


DUS 
BACKROOM VODKA | an i 
Saturdays: Top 40 with 0. 
Soundwave 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE | 
two levels 


BUDDY'S Unite night tor : 
free pool and tourney, 0) 
Arrowchaser 


DECADANCE Sou! Heave 
Saturdays: Funky house ar 
beat with DJs T-Bas 
nd local/internati 
sented by NewS 

No minors; Spm-3arn 
FEVER NIGHTCLUB Ssturds 
Fever-Live to Ai NIT 
Bounce, DJ Si 
FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYT 
Top tracks, rock, retr 
Damian 

GINGUR SKY Sou!) 
Toueh It, DU 
Fomantan Pal 
night 


hs 
and Naz Noma 
NEW CITY SUBURBS 


Continues. turd 
QUs Nik Rotee 
Club}: $5 

ONE ON WHYTE Sa’ 


OU Choklit Elvis and 0. 


PLANET IMIIGO-JASPER 
AVENUE i 


indie rock 
Loopin’ the ard 


SPORTSWIORLD ROLLERSKATING 
DISCO Sportsworld 

Stating Disco: Top 40 1 

mix of remo and disco, |-5pr 

7pm-12 midnight: $6 {$4 renta' 


STAALITE ROOM + 
Side, Lyic-1. Nicader 
Team: no minor 


STOLLES OM WHYTE | 0; 


th People’s 0 


house w 


Jam-Bair m 


WUNBERBAR F210 


Local Bands 


Give ft Up: Main Floor: Funk 
Motown, disco with DJ Red 


Seville: Edmonton Opera 11am 
es 12:15pm (performance) 
‘BWWE CHAIR CAFE Strinabesns 
Quartet ame donations 


VENUE 


Four: inVinceable, Game, Weapon 
and BabyGirt S 


\WUNDERBAR Tommy Tallarico, Jack Wall (conduct O'BYRNE'S Crvis Wyriters and 
bays "eset DJ Galatea ed by co-creator), Kokopelli, Oran friends; 9:30pm; no corer 
Guests: no cover Chamber Choir; 7:30pm: $50-$60 at CONVOCATION HALL Masterclass: 
Pano students wit visting artist erp vets COMMUNITY 
Raymond: 330-Som: tree uatic Bluegrass Jam 
STUDIO Z/-FINE ARTS BUILDING Boa Prosented by the Norther Bluegrass 
Gradhcale Composition Concer: Gn JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Video Circle Music Society every 
free Games Live: Edmonton Symphony Wednesday evening 
Orchestra, hosted by co-creator 
Tommy Tallarico, Jack Wall (conduct- SIDETRACK CAFE Twenty One Red, 
av by co-creator), Kokopelli, Oran Amaranth, 9pm; $5 (door) 
aber Choir; Bore $30-$60 at URBAN LOUNGE The 
TicketMaster Wheatmonkays, Betlatrix 
DUS WILD WEST Fonnie Kerr 
BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Big Rock CLASSICAL 
Tuesdays: DJs spin on the main level 
McDOUGALL UNITED 


FOX /'$5 Did you know the old Fox & Hound is having shows 
again? Let's not fuck it up like last time. Oh wait, this quy'll 
be there? Nevermind then. it was fun while it lasted 


DJS 


CLASSICAL 


BUDDY'S Free pool and tourney, DU 
Asrowchaser 


ESMERALDA'S Top 40. country, RAB 
with DJ Foreplay, OU Jimeny 


FUNKY BUDDHA (Whyte Ave} Latin 
and Salsa music, dance lessons 8- 
10pm 

GINGUR SKY Bashment Tuesdays 
Reggae music; no cover all nite 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE The In 
Kraut: Mod R&B, Northern Soul, ‘60s 
Garage. Mod Revival with Dr. Erick 


SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE Tapas Tuesday: popular 


DILY Wednesdays: 8:30pm (door: $5 


Wednesdays at Noon: Trevor Sanders 
{solo classical guitar): 12:10-12:S0pm, 


DJS 


BACKROOM VODKA BAR Deep 
Wednesdays: Soulful Daep House 
with NicE and Smoov 


BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Staniey 
Carroll spins on the Wooftop: Gtitter 
Gulch Wednesdays Main Floor. Best 
Rides... Worst Wrecks...; no cover 
roots music every Wednesday with 
DU Buster Friendly; live music once @ 


* BONNIE DOON HALL 9240-93 St, 70 
Ave, 488-6636 * CAFE BRITT 1, 20 MacLeod Avenue, Spruc 
JAMES TEA SHOPPE 10634-82 Ave 


* AVENUE SKATE PARK 9030-118 Ave, 477 
ROOM VODKA BAR 103244-82 Ave, upstairs, 4364 
9098 « BAR WILD 10552 82 Ave, 951-9456 » BILLY BOB’S LOUNGE Continental Inn, 16625 
484-7751 © BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425-82 Ave, 439-1082 « BLIND PIG PUB 32 St. Anne Street, St 
Albert, 418-6332 * BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 989-2861 * BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 429-5058 
106 St. 423-5014 » BUDDY’S 117258 Jasper 
Grove, 220-8993/962-2511 + CARGO AND 
3-8152 * CASINO (EDMONTON) 


ALBERTA BALLROOM Crowne Plaza Chateau Lacombe, 10111 Bellamy Hill, 429-1000 * ARDEN THEATRE © 
St Anne Street, St. Albert, 459-7484, 451-3090/459-7494 « ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704-104 St 432461) 
9 * BACKDRAUGHT PUB 8307-99 St. 430-9: 
8° THE BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 10765 Ja: 


*BOOTS 1024 


70! 


Argyll Rd, 463-9467 * CASF 


JAN 18 


#iiu 


ONE BAD SON i1h1 


in| FRATT OISO 
ee 


=. en. Re house beats with OU Kevin Wong forth WEDNESDAY 
UNITED CHURCH BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild Mondays VELVET UNDERGROUND The a 
7. rand are Jordan Service Industry Night; no minors, British Itvasion: with OJ Stu: no BUDDY'S Hump day with OJ Sexxy JAN 24 
van Biert (conductor Spm: 6 Spm-2am cover Seon 
(’512(soxsent/senior) at TK on BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE Polar WUNDERBAR Sweet Grit and Punk | FEVER NIGHTCLUB Industry The " A 
the Square, door Mondays: with Ou Penny Tentiary with Phillip and Bogner ppsmascars THURSDAY ONIC 102.9 BAND OF 
CENTRE Davis Sunday Buors : —$——_____——_ |_ WULBERT' Wooly Wednesia p “— 
Showcase Edmonton Symphony with Mia Se at eevitippo, srt jazz, with DL JAN 25 /f <4 
Orchestra, David Lockington (conduc: We 4 Frederick . —i 
tw Colin Come (percussion), 2pm: estCoastBabyDaddy Sr 
$64 at Winspear Centre box a McNASTY'S LEGENDS PUB Hip hop/A&B with 
i te Ne Moray weh DISWAS. DY Spinoycle FRI & SAT ig 8B 
5 | eeu bie NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE et ; 
DJS NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE Narco opel ated rapier iy Aobobot DJ 2000; 0.1: Wednesdays JAN 26-27 
epee erie to Bolero) every Ditty Groves goewts : 3 original music bands: $5 
‘ ‘i O'BYRNE'S DIAMOND'S Punk and Sls 
a a OBYRNES Mi Lucky blues oot) | San Bienen talent metal every Wednesday 
jameaki and 930pm-12; no cover ————EE 
Be RED STAR Funk ‘nv Soul: funk, sou) ‘ 
acxm0e FREEWOUSE Sundsy | pueasANTVIEW COMMUNTTY ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL | ee hep at UPCOMING SHOWS: JAAIN] 3a THE NEW VAIN 
Afternoons with Phil Gat To Give It HALL Acoustic Instrumental Old Time ED Day Cool Curt, Yur, Junior Brown, Remo 
Up. Main Floor: funk, sout, Motown. Fiddle Jam hosted by the Wild Rose BLACKDOG FREEHOUSE Glitter é P U MORE GREAT Li VE wa us | Cc 
and disco with DJ Red Dawn; 2-7pm Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm Gulch Wednesdays tart ae Wild ALL THROUGH FEBRU ARY! 
01 
Ly pa SIDETRACK CAFE Maverick BLUE CHAIR CAFE faised On arcLER VAN face = 
rag Sms: Mondays: Open Stage with Ben Rhythm And Rhyme: Chris Frye and be iid Cherry: House/parage 
WesiCasstBabyDadity Spencer; 9pm; no caver the Analog Ghosts; 80pm: $20 te ie tun, fusion 
EW CITY Rub A Dub Unites Again: available at U of Calgary ticket cen- id 
hisses an nay Adan Lt eerep tate ba tre, 403-220-7202 VELVET UNDERGROUND Ponic 
{CuSR’s Your Weekly AA Meeting); Ue aN FIDDLER'S ia Indie, Mod, Rock, Electro Danes 
pe Sera CLASSICAL ot a 
O'BYRNE'S DJ Finnegan: 9pm = Se , is , WUNDERBAR Wednesdays with 35 . . 
(oot: $20 (basic\/$30 (premiurn HALL Noon Hour ee eas Sen = Lome pert i new DJ; no cover $ Drinks until 12 
available by phone at 414 6766 Oran Recital: Students, faculty and DRUID (JASPER AVENUE) Open METRO CLUB AND BILUARDS Absolut Specials 
~F stage with Chris Wynters and guest The Metro World Beat Band with 
SPONTSWORLD New DJ; $10 guests of the U of A Department of 9 6 4 Py 5 
tray (ten ad Music; 12 noon: free LEGENDS PUB Open jam hosted by ewe Shooter Specials All Night 
lew ies = 
URBAN FRAT 3 Gary Thomas NEW CITY UKWID SUBURBS 
Night Sundays: with €-town's Fab- JUBILEE AUDITORIUM Video 


$275 pnsotut Cockta 
| No Line No Cover 


| Until Midnight Tris aport night 


4 oreated for encey te 


of clietyy errs with oregfy 


WHERE THEY ARE 


NO (YELLOWHEAD) 12464-153 St, 463-9467 « CASTLE ROCK 507 St. Albert Rd, St. Albert, 458-6766 * CEN- 


| TURY CASINO 13103 Fort Rid, 643-4000 » CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 2021 Millbourne Ru. 
6565 « CONVOCATION HALL Arts Building), University of Alberta, 492-0601 » COWBOYS 10102-180 St, 481-8739 * CROWN AND ANCHOR PUB 1 
Downs Rd, 113 St, 472-7696 * DANTE’S BISTRO 17328 Stony Piain Ro, 486-4448 * DECADANCE 10018: 105 St, 990-1792/964-3168 * DEWEY'S LOUNGE Power 
Plant, U of A Carnpus, 492-3101 » DOW CENTENNIAL CENTRE SHELL THEATRE - FORT SASKATCHEWAN 8700-84 St, Fort Saskatchewan * DRUID 11606 Jasper 
fve, 454-9928 « DUSTER’S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 474-5554 * EXPRESSIONZ CAFE 20125-107 Ave, 471-9125 * FESTIVAL PLACE Telus Theatre, 100 Fes al Way, 
Sherwood Park (449-3378 © FEVER NIGHTCLUB Phase 3 of WEM, 961-3117 * FIDDLER'S ROOST 8906.99 St « FILTHY MCNASTY’S 10511-82 Ave, 916-1557 « 
+ FOUR ROOMS Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave, 426-4767 * FRESH START CAFE Riverbend Sq,, 433-9623 « FUNKY BUDDHA (WHYTE AVE) 103416: 
* GAS PUMP 10166-114 St, 489-4841 * GINGUR SKY 15505-118 Ave, 913-4312/953-3606 * HALO 10538 Jesper Ave, 423-HALO * HILLTOP PUB 8220-106 Ave * 
HOMEGROWN SOUL SHACK B 102. 10324-82 Ave, 989-/009 « HONEST MUR’S BAR AND GRILL 8936-82 Ave, 464-6397 « HORIZON STAGE 100! Calanoo fa, 
Spruce Grove, 962-8995  HULBERT'S 7601-115 St, (436-1161) » THE IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail South * JAMMERS PUB 11948-127 Ave, 451.8779 * J AND 
R BAR AND GRILL 4003-106 St, 436-4403 * JEFFREY’S CAFE AND WINE BAR 9640-142 Si, 451-8890 » JEKYLL AND HYDE 10610-100 Ave, 426-5381 « IAS 
PUB 13160-118 Ave, 489-7462 « JOHN L. HAAR THEATRE Grant MacEwen College, 10045-156 St * J.P RANCH SALOON Jasper Place Hotel, 15926 Stony Plein 
Rd * JUBILEE AUDITORIUM 11455-87 Ave, 427-2760 » JULIAN’S PIANO BAR Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway Ave, 732-4583 * KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave 
33,6768 * KINGSKNIGHT PUB 9221-34 Ave, 433-2599 LA CITE FRANCOPHONE 2627-91 St * L.B’S PUB 23 Akins Dy, St. Albert, 460-9100 * LEGENDS PUB 
6104-172 St, 481-2786 « LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 11607 Jasper Ave, 2nd Fl, 447-4495 « McDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH 101 St, McDonald Drive, 468-4964 « METRO 
CLUB AND BILLIARDS 10250-106 St, 990-0704 * MUTTART HALL-ALBERTA COLLEGE 10050 MacDonsid Dr * NEWCASTLE PUB 6108-90 Ave, 490-1999 « 
NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 10081 Jasper Ave, 413-4578 * NEW CITY SUBURBS 10081 Jasper Ave, downstairs, 413-4578 « NEW WEST HOTEL 10525-1711 Ave. 
489.2511 * NEW YORK BAGEL CAFE £430 Gateway Blvd, 432-2003 * NIKKI DIAMOND'S 8130 Gateway Blvd * NORTH GLENORA COMMUNITY LEAGUE 
13535-1094 Ave, 457-9417 » O’BYRNE’S 10616-82 Ave, 414-6766 » O'CONNORS IRISH PUB 9013-63 Avo * ONE ONWHYTE 10544-82 Ave, 437-7699 * ORTONA 
ARMOURY 3722-102 St * OVERDRIVE 6104-104 St, 989-5457 OVERTIME BOILER AND TAPROOM South Whitemud Crossing, 106 St, 485-1717 * PEPPER'S 
SPORTS BAR & GRILL Westmount Centre, 111 Ava & Groat Ad « PLANET INDIGO - JASPER AVENUE 11607 Jasper Ave * PLANET INDIGO - ST. ALBERT 812 
Liberton Dr, St. Albert * PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 10860-57 Ave, 474-5270 « POLISH HALL 10960-104 St * POWER PLANT U of A Campus, 492-3101 
* QUEEN ALEXANDRA HALL 10425 University Ave, 438-6814 * RATT (ROOM AT THE TOP) 7th Fi, Students’ Union Building, U of A Campus, 492-2152 « RED'S 
WEM Phase il, 481-8420 * RED STAR 10524 Jasper Ave, 428-0825 « RENDEZVOUS {0108-149 Si, 444-1822 * RIGOLETTO'S CAFE 10068-108 St, 429-0701 * 
RITCHIE UNITED CHURCH 9624-M Ave » RIVER WEST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 19615-45 Ave * RIVERDALE HALL 9231-100 Ave, 421-1357 * RIVERSIDE BAR 
AND GRILL 326St. Albert Trail, 450-1122 THE ROOST 10245-104 Si, 426-3150 + ROSEBOWL 1011-117 St, 482-2589 « ROSSDALE HALL 10125-96 Ave, 429- 
3624 » RUM JUNGLE Phase 2, upper level, WEM, 486-9494 * SAPPHIRE RESTAURANT AND LOUNGE 10416 Wirto Awe, 437-0231/7 10-1625 * SAVOY 10401 
82 Ave, 438-0373 = SIDETRACK CAFE 10238-104 St, 421-1926 » SOUTHMINSTER-STEINHAUER UNITED CHURCH 10740-19 Ave * SPORTSWORLD INLINE 
AND ROLLER DISCO 13710-104 St, 472-6336 » ST.ANDREW'S UNITED CHURCH 9915-148 St, 482-7549 « ST. BASIL’'S CULTURAL CENTRE 1019-71 Ave 438- 
6410 « ST-TIMOTHY’S ANGLICAN CHURCH 8420-145 St » STANDARD 6107-104 St, 498-2582 * STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 St, 426-1099 * STOLLI'S 2nd floor 
10368 Whyte Ave, 437-2293 * STONEHOUSE PUB 11012 Jasper Ave, 420-0448 » THE STUDIO 9510-105 Ave * STUDIO 27 Fine Arts Building 2-7 U of a Campus, 
| 492.0601 « TAPHOUSE 9020 McKenny Ave, St. Albert, 459-0960 * TOUCH OF CLASS Chateau Louis Hotel, 11727 Kingsway, 452-7770 TWILIGHT AFTERHOURS 
| 0018-105 St « UNF HALL 10629-98 St » URBAN FRAT 10220-10G St « URBAN LOUNGE 8117-105 St, 439-3388 * VELVET UNDERGROUND 10030-102 St (down. 
| Stats), 428-1089 « WILD WEST SALOON 12912-50 Si, 476-2382 » WINSPEAR CENTRE 4 Sir Winston Churhill So, 428-1414 e WOODCROFT COMMUNITY HALL 
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10544-82 AVE. 
PH:437-7699 


19915-115 Ave, 436-1554 « WUNDERBAR 8120-101 St, 436-5586 * XWRECKS 1014250 St, 466-2069 * Y AFTERHOURS 10028-102 St, 994-3256, wwvew yatter 


hours.com * WARDBIRD SUITE 10202-86 Ave, 432-0428 « YESTERDAYS Pub 112, 205 Carnagie Dr, St. Albert, 459-0295 HYTE 
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Every 
JHURSBAY , 


iN THE 
LOUNGE 


Ar Se February with a bang!!! In the meantime, 
: . Come check out our amazing new club nights! 


UNCLE OUTRAGE 
GLOOM ROoW 
ANOETIC 


Te waa? | 
i @ Hs Dr. Erick and Guests Log Rocker 


ofthe | 
>ELECT a with a 
INDIE and Ska) !--~ The (GNITE 


+ AND GUESTS 
Lei 


<a No Se tix on sale 


— Jan. 49th 
resonate Cy 


4 | 1008) Jasper Ave Paolodium Build 
www.newcitycompound.com “aire 
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ARA ZUROWSKI / tara@vueweekly.com 
Bx Stone Cherry plays hard 


and heavy, straight ahead in- 
your-face rock ‘n’ roll. The 
pand is also southern to its core, com- 
‘ing by their love of music in a genuine 
way: it’s in their blood, and it’s in their 
ome. 

BSC is a band from Edmonton, 
Kentucky, and if it weren't for the 
keen support of the locals of Metcalfe 
County, these guys would never have 
had the chance to become as well 
known as they are quickly becoming. 

"It's funny, ‘cause y'all are in 
Edmonton, and we're from Edmon- 
ton,” begins vocalist/guitarist Chris 
Robertson in a strong, twangy South- 
ern accent. “But our hometown is 
small—about | 500 people. Five years 
ago, we just kind of got together and 
said, ‘Let’s just play gigs for the rest of 
our lives.’ It was either that or leave 
Edmonton. 

“We're really proud of where we're 
from, and our music,” Johnson centin- 
ues. “The whole town has embraced 
us. They all even came out to shoot 
our latest video for ‘Hell and High 
Waters.’ Some were in their 80s, and 
others barely able to walk yet. Proba- 


Sorta hometown boys hail their roots 


SS | SAT JAN 201(7:30 PM) 


BLACK STONE CHERRY 
WIT HINDER, ECONOLINE CRUSH 
x | EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE SOLO OUT 


REVU 


bly half the people there had made t- 
shirts that said ‘Kentucky Pride’ or 
‘Hometown Pride.” 

It turns out that the band’s home- 
town fans are so fervent that when 
BSC’s debut album came out, the 
Wal-Mart in the next county had to 
hire extra cashiers to work late. The 
store cranked the band's music 
through the overhead speakers and 
sold out of the entire shipment of 
albums in five minutes. 


ANOTHER ADVANTAGE to growing up 


in a small town—besides the valuable 
support—was that the young musi- 
cians were free from the pressure of 
outside influences and norms. 

“If we were in a bigger city,” claims 
Robertson, “we would have to com- 
pete with what they'‘re doing, or their 
style. But with us, we just get to plug 
into our amps and play whatever we 
feel, and nobody can say, ‘well, that 
doesn’t work with what they're play- 


ing.’ We didn’t have anybody cram- 
ming it down our throats that we 
were doing the wrong thing, or that 
someone else had already done that 

“For us, it all goes back to the 
Robert Johnson era,” continues 
Robertson, “Where you get a record- 
ing of the guy sitting on the front 
porch playing a guitar with three 
strings on it, and its some of the most 
incredible music that you'll ever hear 
in your life. We go all the way back 
there to get our influences.” 

Robertson concludes the interview 
with a little bit of deep Southern advice 
for other struggling musicians. “At the 
end of the day, it doesn't matter if 
you're Robert Plant or if you're some 
kid sweeping the halls at a high school 
after schools,” he says. “You put your 
pants on one leg at a time—that’s the 
way it is. You have no right to think 
that you're better than anybody. 

“No matter what happens, all four 
of us will be in Edmonton until the 
day we die. It’s who we are. The one 
thing that we’ve been taught is to 
never run from who you are. So, 
that’s why cutting your hair and get- 
ting a job is not always the best thing 
to do, kids!" w 


PREVUE / SAT, JAN 20 ( PM) / JANE HAWLEY 
/ WITH RO 


HEATH, MYROL / VELVET UNDER- 


GROUND, $10 Jane Hawley has come a long, 


long way from her days growing up in Toronto 
After starting out with music in Ontario, she 
made her way west, settling in Edmonton for 2 
few years. Following a two-year stint in Jr Gone 
Wild, she got married and moved to a ranch in 
the foothills of the Rocky Mountains, where 
she’s been ever since. After some time off from 
her last band, Beautiful Joe—during which she 
started a family and dabbled in a little theatrical 
acting—Hawley is back with her third solo 
album, Ordinary Dream. \t's a \ow-key affair, 
with Hawley and guitarist Steve Pineo recording 
as a duet (and--momentarily—as a trio when 
Anne Lorree sits in with her accordion for one 
track). “Steve and | sat in a garage with one 
microphone and recorded that whole album,” 
Hawley recalls. “It's one of my favourite albums 
that I've done, and it was very simple. It was 
totally live off the floor. There are no overdubs 
There's nothing.” Hawley will be singing her 
songs live in Edmonton this week for ARIA’s 
Songwriters in the Round event at the Velvet 
Underground. —EDEN MUNKO / edgn@vueweekly.com 
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FOR THE WEEK ENDING JAN 18, 2007 
1. Tom Waits - Orphans (anti) 
2. JJ Cale & Eric Clapton — The Road To Escondido (reprise) 
3. Bob Dylan-Modem Times (columbia) 
4. Joanna Newsom - Ys (drag city) 
5. The Be Good Tanyas — Hello Love (nettwerk) 
6. Yusuf - Another Cup (atlantic) 
7. AA Soundsystem — Laissez Faire (saved by radio) 
8. Loreena McKennitt - An Ancient Muse (quinlan) 
9. The Decemberists - The Crane Wife (capitol) 
10. Mark Knopfier & Emmylou Harris — All The Roadrunning (mercury) 
11. TV On The Radio — Retum To Cookie Mountain (interscope) 
12, Julie Doiron-Woke Myself Up (endearing) 
13, Albert Hammond, Jr. - Yours To Keep (rough trade) 
14. Chad VanGaalen — Slelliconnection (flemish eye) 
15. Bom Ruffians — S/T (warp) 
16. Midlake - The Trials Of Van Occupanther (worlds fair) 
17. Beck - The Information (interscope) 
18. Isis - The Absence Of Truth (ipecac) 
19. Mastadon — Blood Mountain (relapse) 
20. Greg Keelor - Aphrodite Rose (warner) 
21. Various - Sorrow Bound:Hanks Willams Re-Examined (ruby moon) 
22. Jim Cuddy — The Light That Guides You Home (warmer) 
23. The Shins - Phantom Limb (sub pop) 
24, Madeleine Peyroux — Half The Pefect World (rounder) 
25. Fractal Patten — Absent From But Entirely Within The Landscape (fp recorcis) 
26. James Hunter — People Gonna Talk (rounder) 
27. The McDades — Bloom (free radio) 
28. Damien Rice — 9 (wamer) 
29. Shout Out Out Out Out — Not Saying Just Saying (six shooter) 


PREVUE / FRI, JAN 22 (9 PM) / THE GRASSROOT DEVIATION / WITH RED RAM / SIDETRACK CAFE, $10 The Alberta chapre, 
Journalists for Human Rights will be hosting a series of panels at the Powerplant nightly at 7 pm between Mon, Jan 22 and Thu, Jar 
25 under the banner of “Informed Ignorance: The Effects of Today's Global Media.” No registration is required and admission \< Da 
what you can. If you want to learn something about the way local, national and global media works, then here's your chance The 
also going to be a conference pre-party at the Sidetrack Café. Local rock and roots jammers the Grassroot Deviation will be headlinn, 
the night, with Red Ram opening up the evening with some very danceable grooves. —EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


> HAVING FUN SHOULDN'T KILL YOU. 


“ENOUGH 


Let's stop the violence. 


This is my City. 

This is my home. 

We won't let violence destroy it. 
Ifit means saving a life, 

or losing someone forever. 


30. Wendy McNeill - The Wonder Show (determine) We will do what is fight. 
: Not what is easy, 
T c } Enough is enough. 
Let's stop the violence, 

WINCING THE NIGHT AWAY 

It could be said that The Shins 

3rd album is the most highly 3 
anticipated record of 2007. 2 
With Wincing The Night Away g 
the band has reached out A A 
beyond their indie rock status to E JAN 29p “| 
the world for a little more mainstream recognition. z 
Strong songs like "Turn Me On" and "Phantom Limb" are the , 
rock-solid pop songs we've all come to covet from The Shins. 
10355 Whyte Ave. Shop online at megatunes.com 434-6342 
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yall BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
tis a generally accepted fact that 
artists are a rather crazy lot and 
Z none more so, perhaps, than lead 
-ngers. In the interest of allowing the 
nyblic a better opportunity to under- 
tand these strange creatures, 
gged on Jasper—an acoustic 

ow featuring the lead singers of a 

umber of the city’s best bands—will 
ake place this Friday Jan 19). 
“j suppose part of it is not being too 
shy to be seen, a willingness to put 
ourself out there,” explains Eric Clark 
Bf red Hot Daggers and Lime as he 
considers the special characteristics 
nat are necessary to be a frontman. 

u're like the vocal representation 
of what a band is doing.” 

Clark—who will share the stage 
with Nano Uribe of Storyboard, Chris 
ruddy of Drive by Punch, Rob Batke 
lof Fields to Flood and Liam Trimble of 

{it Outfit—says that as the principal 
lyric writer in both of his bands he 
bends to write a little bit differently 

an other lead singers. 

“A lot of people write poetry or 
metaphors, but I write pretty literal- 
ly—as is for what it is,” he says. “For 
‘the most part, it just tends to be about 
what's going on or anything that 
would compel me to write lyrics.” 


FANS OF RED HOT DAGGERS may be 


disappointed to hear that not much of 


JOSH — Bitters 
RI T T E- R Ye mM Feb 10 eve bi 


\ AN 


wn the volume 


FRI, JAN 19(7 PA) 


LA 

— 

== | UNPLUGGED ON JASPER 

TE | FEATURING ERIC CLARK NANO URIBE 

Co | CHRIS RUDDY ROB BATE LIAM TRIMBLE 
HAKED ON JASPER, $5 (ALL AGES) 


that band’s material will be per- 
formed, as Clark informs me, 
although it would be obvious to any- 
one who has ever caught them live or 
listened to their music that the trio's 
noise rock wouldn't transfer well to 
an acoustic setting. Clark will, howev- 
er, have a few surprises 

“I have at least one new one I’m 
gonna do,” he says. “Otherwise it'll be 
a few old Lime things. I kinda tossed 
around the idea of a bit of accompani- 
ment, but I think ultimately it'll just be 
me." W 


wt COLIN PRIESTNER 
& JOHN GULIAK 
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IIT DIES TODAY 
TUESDAY JANUARY 30 - EDMONTON EVENTS CENTRE 


ENTER TO WIN TICKETS 10 THE SHOW AS WELL AS PAPA ROAGH’S LATEST CO * RUNNERS UP WILL ALSO WIN CD'S! 
TO ENTER, EMAIL YOUR NAME & DAYTIME PHONE NUMBER 10 PAPAROAGH@VUEWEERLY.GOM 
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POWERPLANT 
ban 


MONDAY, 
FEBRUARY oo 


DOORS AT 8PM 
{SORRY, NO MINORS} 


\DVANCE 6) SEL aoe ; 
TICKETS U INFO HOOTHS, AND TICK 


www.myspace.com/powerpLantsBar . www.myspace.con/suvenues 


] ss ° 
mtn Saturday 


Februa ry 31d at The Powerplant 


tickets $8 at the door | doors at 8pm 
www.myspace.com/illfatoutpie {sorry. no minors} 
www. myspace.com/endcreditsendcredits 
www.myspace.com/killbertson 


A SERVICE OF YOUR STUDENTS’ UNI FOR U OF A STUDEN 


www.su-venues.Ca 
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She 


POWERPLANT 


pecinG SHOWs 


@ Powerp\ 


CHECK OUT OUR MYSPACE! 
www.myspace.com/powerplantbar 


ILLFIT OUTFIT 


with END CREDITS, and TIM GILBERTSON 
SATURDAY,.FEBRUARY 3rd 


GEOFF BERNER 


WITH AA SOUND SYSTEM, AND MANRAYGUN 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 107TH 


Canvas, 
Machetes REASON, 
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 16rd | 


MIX $16 IN ADVANCE, all age: 


Ten rip Epic 


JOSH RITTER 


WITTE COLIN PRIESTNER 
SOTA ADVANGE AND JOHN GULIAK 


MONDAY.FEBREARY LOTTE 


The Line Atlantic 


TURDAY, MARCH 3rd 


with The Johnsons and SNIC | all ages, licensed 


hau 
SOUNDS 


JULIE DOIRON 
WOKE MYSELF UP 
ENDEARING 


MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / maryehriste@vuewoek!ycom 


} If only we could all link 


arms and march across the 
land, burning effigies of 
TH FOS Anne Murray and demand- 
ing that Julie Doiron replace her as 
“official Canadian songbird” ... but 
really, who has the time? Especially 
when you could be holed up in inti- 
mate territory, listening to her whisper 
“my life is a lie” regretfully, but with 
no rancour, as she wistfully recounts 
her multiple failings at the possible 
sad end of a dear relationship. 

And that’s the key to the sweet- 
voiced Doiron’s appeal—open her 
closet and you'll see a wardrobe of 
heart: three-piece suits of heart, band 
shirts and ripped jeans of heart, 
dancehall dresses of heart, overcoats 
of heart and killer accessories of big 
ol’ heaping heart 

Her relentless pursuit of the kernel 
of truth and the glimmer of hope has 
found its apex of expression on her 
fourth solo album, the bloody mar- 
velous Woke Myself Up. Helped along 
by her old mates from Eric’s Trip, she 
travels from Slits-like art-punk (“Don't 
Wanna Be/Liked By You”) to roots- 
pop meanderings (“You Look So 
Alive”) to aching gypsy lullabies of 
longing (“Swan Pond”) to the devas- 
tating bareness of the last track 

A pasteboard of reflections on her 
most intractable pairings and part- 
ings—relationships to friends, kin and 
her artistic self are on equal footing to 
the comings and goings of lovers— 
Woke Myself Up is Doiron’s accom- 
plished, hard-earned Blonde on 
Blonde 
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records&cds 


elektronika demonika 


9008 ARE PuS 
MICHAEL RAULT AND THE MIXED SIGNALS 
SURE ARE FUN 
INDEPENDENT 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 


} This is rock ‘n’ roll. The 


songs on this EP could blow 
the walls off the garage, 
THIS ROCKS With Michael Rault kicking 
and fighting with his guitar while 
bandmates Shea Connor and John 
Lent hold things down (and occasion- 
ally spin things in new directions). 
The first two tracks are, to put it 
simply, kick-ass garage rock. But the 
real gem here is the last tune, “The 
Things You Said.” Here, Rault’s 
vocals are tortured and ragged, while 
his guitar slams along like a train fly- 
ing off the tracks, and Lent pummels 
his drums while Connor makes his 
bass sing (check out the way the 
opening bass line melds with Rault's 
ringing guitar). It leaves you wanting 
more, and that’s a damn good note 
to leave on 


THE SHINS 
WINCING THE NIGHT AWAY 
SUB POP 


BRYAN BIRTLES / bryan@vueweekly.com 
Not being a big fan of the 
wy) last Shins album, | 
approached this one with a 
THIS ROCKS jittle bit of trepidation. But 
Wincing is really good. I don’t know if 
that means the Shins are getting bet- 

ter, or perhaps I’m just stupid 
Anyways, the album opens with a 
very long build up—some might say 
it’s too long and loses interest, but to 
me it was just long enough to really 
make the moment when it rocks out 
that much more satisfying. The rest of 
the album continues with that bouncy 


10649.124 street 
780.732.1132 


www.listenrecords.net 


miljard 


please heat this eventually 


bumpy funky indie feel that the < 
are known for, but which | oby ic 
failed to grasp the first time. 7 
also some good use of violin: 
other stringed instruments on 
tracks. 


1er 


THE CASANOVA PLAYBOYS 
LOW NOISE 
INDEPENDENT 


ROSS MOROZ / ross@vueweekly.com 


Judging an album p 
cover is, while a little 37, 


usually surprisingly a 
THSISOK rate But I'll resi 


temptation in the case of | 
groups the Casanova Playboy 

disc Low Noise: I mean, just be: 

the band’s members—will th: 
Mitch Magic, Jamie Star ) 
Action and Josh Posh (I shit yoy 
not)—look like a bunch of ween 
doesn't necessarily mean || 
sound like weenies, even i{ 
skinny ties and stripy shirts and 
fectly “unkempt” hair are writing 
cheques their middle-aged paunches 
aren't be able to cash. Note to cut 
skinny, hipster teenaged boys ev: 
where: this is what happen I 
your “cool” uncle decides to acc 
pany you to H & M. Take in a ho 
ey game instead. 

But on to the music. How 
put it in to words ... Okay 
Mobile, that “Montréal” (the 
from Toronto) “indie” (they're on U 
versal) band that is basically a bun . 
of greasy guys in their 30s offering 
an overproduced, under-written ph 
tocopy of the real Montréal indie 
scene? Well, Edmonton now ha 
Casanova Playboys doing roughly th 
same thing 

There's nothing particularly un! 
tenable or offensive about 
Noise—if you weren't paying muc! 
attention, you might think you wer 
listening to a woefully disapp: 
track by the Floor 
whole point: while the ridicul 
high production values hav 
for something, putting some } 
sion-y synth lines and sc : 
copated high-hat over tt 
mediocrity doesn’t make it ar 
interesting 


but th 


DAVE FISCHOFF 

THE CRAWL 

SECRETLY CANADIAN 

MARY CHRISTA O'KEEFE / marychrista@vueweet!) 
Secretly Canadian is on 

¢y those solid tasten 

labels—alongside the | 

THSISOK of 4AD, Merge, Rough 


hot new releases arriving soon 
the shins: wincing the night away LP/CD | deerhoof: friend opportunity CD 
mum: peel sessions CDEP | of montreal: hissing fauna, are you the destroyer? LP/CD) 
clap your hands say yeah: some loud thunder CD | clinic: visitations LP/CD 
v/a; stones throw 10th anniversary 2CD | klaxons: myth of the near future LP/CD 
bloc party: weekend in the city LP/CD | the good, the bad, & the queen: s/t LP/CD 


assignment jackie-o motherfucker LP | basil kirchin: particles LP/CD | & more 
get here quick on bus # 3, 5, or 135 west from downtown or the #7 north from the southside 


and perhaps even burgeoning ! 


outfit Rectangle Records—that pa 
its aural stable with a stagger'rs 
wide brush. 

Where’s the common gro “ 


between the southern fried slac 


WWw.myspace.com/suvenues 
‘www.myspace.com/powerplantbar 
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rock of Catfish Haven and Daniel- 
son's hyper nouveau pastorals? 
petween Jason Molina’s introspec- 
tion and the deconstructive post- 
punk of the excessively monikered I 
Love You But I’ve Chosen Darkness?, 
their offerings may not always be 
successful on every level, but you 
can generally count on them not to 
jeave you wanting 48 minutes of 
your life back. 

* pave Fischoff’s new album is no 
exception. Judging by the long gaps 
between his offerings (his debut was 
released in 1998; his sophomore 
album in 2001), the Chicago-based 
cut-and-paste samplehead/multi- 
instrumentalist either is very busy 
doing other things with his life or is a 
painfully slow craftsman. 

* The Craw! suggests the latter. The 
album is a cohesive synthesis of the 
fractured-calliope pop emitted by 
manic Pet Sounds revivalists and 
jayered, sample-based sonic con- 
structions by Russian Futurists (the 
dude/band, not the movement), 
informed by the ambient jazz 
endemic to the Chicago scene. The 
lyrics are deliriously poetic and vio- 
lently sentimental—Fischoff seems 
(o be bent on trapping small beloved 
moments in amber before mounting 
them in a song cycle with a narra- 
tive reveling in ambiguity. It’s a 
strong and admifable album, but not 
necessarily wholly compelling— 
Fischoff’s approach is obsessive 
rather than considered, which 
seems to leave its emotional centre 
strangely neutered. 


HAZMAT MODINE 
BAHAMUT 
BARBES 


EDEN MUNRO / eden@vueweekly.com 
Hazmat Modine sounds old. 
¢) The band comes by their 
mS New Orleans jazz and blues 
sound through the collision 

! horns and guitars and drums, and 
the music creaks like the walls of a 
weather-beaten whorehouse while a 
aucous funeral procession marches 
ist outside 

Considering the number of shouts 

d hollers and sneaky guitar and 
om lines that wind their way in and 
ut and under and over the music, 
‘ou have to wonder just how these 
lyS Manage to keep it all together. 
Maybe there’s some voodoo involved, 
! maybe they're just that good 
‘Hatever it is, Hazmat Modine man- 
‘ge to whip up a frenzy of bawdy 
Songs, sounding like they're having a 
ell of a time, and it makes you want 
‘o be right there with them. 
There are some occasional bumps 
'n the road the musicians are walking 
‘the spoken word bit in the title 
‘rack derails the song's momentum— 
out for the most part there’s some- 
‘ing alluring about this music. 


Crank up the arena rock 


ENTER SANDOR 


STEVEN SANDOR 
steven @yueweekly.com 
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| can't tell you how many times in the 
years and years |'ve spent sitting in 
press boxes at sporting events 
throughout the continent that | have 
had to hear that tired dance song by 
Vengaboys, “We Like to Party.” 

Do you know how many times | 
have had to hear “The Hockey Song”? 
Or how many times I've heard the gui- 
tar lick and the “woo-hoo" from Blur's 
“Song #2” when the home team 
scores? 

But do these bands get paid when 
their songs are played? Well, yes and 
no. SOCAN makes sure Canadian and 
international performers are compen- 
sated for works that are played in are- 
nas and stadiums—it is specified in 
Tariff 9 of SOCAN’s licensing arrange- 
ments. But SOCAN doesn't ask teams 
to submit specific playlists. 

“For performances at arenas, the 
money is collected as part of radio and 
general distribution,” says SOCAN's 
communications and marketing con- 
sultant Bill Wilson. “The performers 
aren't paid out specifically.” 

What happens is that SOCAN occa- 
sionally surveys radio stations across 
the country to see what's being 
played. From these samples, as well 
as lists from the CBC, the organization 
gets an idea of what artists will be 
compensated for having their music 
played. Licensing fees paid for music 
used at sports venues are lumped into 
this fund. So, in the long run, all those 
plays of Gary Glitter will more or less 
help the artists who are getting played 


QUICK SPINS 


WHITEY avo TB PLAYER 
quickspins @vueweekly.com 
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OF MONTREAL 

HISSING FAUNA, 

ARE YOU THE DESTROYER? 
POLYVINYL 

ls there a law that 


Great indie rock discs must have 
Pretentious titles? 


YOUTH GROUP 
oom TWILIGHT DOGS 


Yes, apparently 
There is such a law, it's called 
The “Oberst” Effect 


STATIC THROUGH 

IN THE TRENCHES 

HELLCAT 

The sound of unrest 

Crap tones, trite messages plus 
A grown man barking 


EKTOMORF 
OUTCAST 
NUCLEAR BLAST 


Pummeling metal; 
Drop D clunkage plus another 
Barking older chap 


the most on radio, not Glitter's legal 
defence fund. If SOCAN actually 
looked at playlists, then bands would 
be compensated for how many times 
the song was actually played—and 
for how long it was used. 

Imagine what would happen if the 
Oilers, Flames, Leafs et al had to pro- 
vide playlists to SOCAN. (Our system 
not only compensates the more than 
80 000 artists registered through 
SOCAN, but artists from around the 
world, thanks to international agree- 
ments.) | could just picture it now 
Blur’s Damon Albarn cursing teams 
who play the neutral zone trap, cutting 
down on goals—and the number of 
times “Song #2” gets played. Ora 
Canadian band writing a song titled 
“We Scored a Great Goal, Now Every- 
one Stand Up and Cheer.” 

SOCAN does state that it’s always 
looking for better and more accurate 
ways to check how music is being 
used. Maybe the time will come when 
artists will push for a more accurate 
collection system for their music at 
sporting events. 

After all, Sloan and Nickelback 
have a lot to lose ... there’s no doubt 
that these two bands are the leaders 
of Can-Con played at our hockey rinks, 
even though I'd personally love to see 
more and more teams play newer 
music at the arenas, not just the same 
old staples. After all, wouldn't 
MSTRKRFT be more exciting than all 
that ‘90s dance music? 

And someone, someone, please 
stop with the Vengaboys already. w 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-in- 
chief of Vue Weekly, now an editor 
and author living in Toronto. 


MENOMENA 

FRIEND AND FOE 
BARSUK 

Flaming Lips channeled 


Chock full of skronk and bombast 
The skronk makes it good 


BUSDRIVER 
OVERCOAT 
Dexterous rapper 


Is he full of shit? Who knows? 
He goes too damn fast 


THE APPLES IN STEREO 
NEW MAGNETIC WONDER 
YEP ROE 

Sweet-ass pop features 
Mellotrons, vocoders and 
Angry English mobs 


PASSENGER 

NUCLEAR BLAST 

Confusing metal 

Boy-band harmonies mingle 
With bum-sex screams 


SNOWBYRD 
SNOWBYRD 
SAUSTEX 

Decent enough band 


But it all gets lost in the 
Shoddy recording 


& CBONY LOUNGE 


EDMONTON'S 


Shows start Thursday 8pm, 
§ Friday and Saturday 9pm. 


ONLY Li 


WEDNESDAY NIGHT - STEAK & LOBSTER S15 
DRESS RENERSAL EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT - NO COVER 


2940 Calgary TrailSouth 465-6800 theivoryclub.com 


SHOWING ALL OILERS PPV GAMES 


Black Dog 
10425 - 82 Ave 


MUSIC 


JANAURY 18 - JANUARY 24, 2007 


WuEW 


LAD 
FRIDAY APRIL 6 .2 


T BLACKBYRD, MEGATUNES, LISTEN & TIX ON THE SQUARI 
TOOsD TOUS INFO:476- STAR WWW.STARLITEROOM.CA MEMBERS & cousts c aie OLIVER 


JOEL KELLY / joel @vueweekly.com 

ou’d think after winning a 
¥{ ine and going platinum three 

times, Billy Talent would 
consider themselves professional 
musicians. Evidently not, according to 
drummer Aaron Solowoniuk, who 
spent much of his time leading up to 
the release of their second major 
release taking drum lessons. 

“1 want to learn as much as I can 
about the drums,” he explains. “I’m 
constantly learning as much as I can.” 

In spite of his drive to improve, 
Solowoniuk admits the band’s com- 
mercial accomplishments have given 
him a new perspective on his music. 

“I think we've made it,” he laughs, 
adding with a hint of ruefulness, “We 
struggled for 11 years playing local 
shows in front of our girlfriends. Now 
we can tour across Canada playing in 
big arenas.” 

His thankfulness is especially evi- 
dent when asked if he misses any- 
thing from his first career as an 
autoworker: “Um, nothing at all. I 
miss absolutely nothing.” 

However, Solowoniuk acknowl- 
edges that the life of an arena rocker 
isn’t all sugar and spice. Diagnosed 
with multiple sclerosis in 1997, 
Solowoniuk says balancing touring 
across the country with a chronic ill- 
ness has its unique challenges. 

“Being on the road is very, very tir- 
ing,” he says. “And then you add in MS 
and medication, and it’s really tough 


on 


At | TH, JAN 25 (7 

= | BILLY TALENT 

coe | WITHANTLLAG, MONEEN, RISE AGAINST 
RENAL PLACE, $2475 $3975 


to accept it. That's the hardest thing.” 


THAT BEING SAID, Solowoniuk says that 
the driving force behind the band is 
still the individual members’ passion. 
“We're all very passionate about 
what we do,” he considers. “It’s not 
really angst; it’s really more taking 
what we do seriously. Some people say, 
‘you're so lucky to be in a band,’ but 
there's nothing to do with luck at all.” 
He comes off as particularly proud 


of Billy Talent's accomplishmen 
an age where online file shay), 
seemingly threatens every b 
razor-thin bottom line. 

“Its good for the quality of musi, 
he counters. “These days you ca 
have a 12-song record with one oo, 
song and expect to sell it. It’s a ditt; 
ent world now with MySpace an 
YouTube out there. We're tryi 
embrace it rather than push it awz 

“It would have been nice to {have 
been’a band in the ‘80s,” he cont: 
ues. “They must've reaped 
rewards. We're so proud of where 
are. As long as we are relevant, we 
going to keep putting music 
there.” v 


ROB BREZSNY 
freewill@vueweekly.com 


<2 | fl ASTROLOGY 


ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19) 

“When are your cats old enough to learn 
about Jesus?” asks The Onion, America’s 
finest newspaper. Think about that ques- 
tion for a while, Aries. Then, once you've 
worked yourself up into a riddle-solving 
frame of mind, move on to these other, 
more pressing brain-teasers: When will 
you finally be old enough to figure out 
what you want to do when you grow up? 
How long are you going to wait before 
you get around to being completely com- 
mitted to what you were born to do? 


TAURUS (APR 20- MAY 20) 

Should we attribute any oracular signifi- 
cance to the fact that hundreds of flowers 
bloomed on a cherry tree in Brooklyn dur- 
ing the first week of winter? Is it a porten- 
tous marvel akin to, say, the births of three 
white buffalos on a farm in Janesville, 
Wisconsin? (The odds of a single white 
buffalo are a million to one.) | don’t know 
for sure, Taurus, but my meditations do 
suggest that the Brooklyn miracle is an apt 
metaphor for a scenario you'll soon be 
experiencing: an early ripening of a possi- 
bility that you had assumed wouldn't be 
ready or available for quite some time 


GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 20) 

In 1958, Chinese dictator Mao Zedong 
declared sparrows to be enemies of the 
state. Because their diet included farmers’ 
crops, he said, they were a threat that had 
to be eliminated. Under his orders, the Chi- 


nese people spent 72 consecutive hours 
scaring the birds with loud noises, pre- 
venting them from landing and causing 
hundreds of thousands to die from exhaus- 
tion. An unforeseen consequence arose 
later, though, when there was a population 
explosion among the insects that the dead 
sparrows would have eaten. Plagues of 
grain-devouring bugs swept the country- 
side, leading to mass starvation among the 
human population. The moral of the story, 
as far as you're concerned: learn to toler- 
ate and even love a mild pest that has 
redeeming qualities and whose influence 
keeps away a truly noxious pest. 


CANCER (JUN 21 - JUL 22) 

Let me clarify your situation for you, Can- 
cerian. Up until a short time ago, you'd 
been wandering through halls of mirrors, 
metaphorically speaking. Then you spied 
a hammer on the floor, got seized by a 
rash impulse, and proceeded to smash a 
lot of glass—again, metaphorically 
speaking. That was the first step to find- 
ing your way out of the labyrinth. Now 
you're ready for the next step: actually 
escaping. | advise you to be careful that 
you don’t cut yourself on all the shards. 
Walk calmly and carefully towards the 
sound of the heartbeat you hear in the 
distance, metaphorically speaking. 


LEO (JUL 23- AUG 22) 

This would not be a good week for the 
rapid consumption of a six-pack of 
Heineken, a pint of Southern Comfort, a 
quart of tequila and a double bong load of 
skunk weed. On the other hand, it would 
also be a bad time to stay stone-cold 
sober, play strictly by the rules and be 
meticulously devoted to dignity. In other 


words, Leo, strike a balance between slop- 
py excess and fastidious perfectionism. In 
fact, be as slippery as you need to be in 
order to avoid getting squeezed between 
two extremes of any kind. The middle path 
will be safest, smartest and most stylish 


VIRGO (AUG 23- SEP 22) 

| hate greed almost as much as | hate 
hatred. So | was mistrustful when your 
inner teacher hinted that ! should look in 
the thesaurus under “acquire” for clues to 
your major themes in the coming months, 
There | found words like “amass,” “col- 
lect,” “gather,” “secure,” “earn” and “take 
possession.” After duly meditating on your 
astrological aspects, | decided that what 
your inner teacher was driving at is this: 
2007 should be a time of building up your 
reserves, Carving out a more substantial 
niche and getting the tools and resources 
and training that will provide a foundation 
for your dreams well into the future. So 
here's my question to you: can you engage 
in this much acquisition without becoming 
grasping, predatory and manipulative? 
Personally, I'm stire you can. 


LIBRA (SEP 23- DLT 22) 

To create a pearl, an oyster needs an 
aggravating parasite inside its shell. It 
builds layers of calcium carbonate around 
the invader, gradually fabricating the 
treasure. How long does it take from the 
initial provocation to the finished prod- 
uct? Five years for a pearl of average size, 
and as many as 10 years for a big one. | 
hope that puts into perspective the tena- 
cious work you're doing on your own 
master project, Libra. It may seem some- 
times as if you've been striving to trans- 
form your irritant for an eternity, but 


you're actually right on schedule. 


SCORPIO (OCT 23- NOV 21) 

Employees who work at the Grand Canyon 
are not supposed to tell visitors that the 
monumental gorge is over five million years 
old. Officials are worried that doing so 
might offend fundamentalist Christians who 
suffer from the delusion that Noah's flood 
created the Grand Canyon a few thousand 
years ago. Keep this vignette in mind during 
the coming week, Scorpio. Let it serve as a 
warming beacon. ! suspect that like a non- 
fundamentalist tourist at the Grand Canyon, 
you're going to be fed a line of BS that was 
designed for people who can't handle the 
truth. Either that, or someone will withhold 
the facts from you out of a concern that 
you'd be furious to have your assumptions 
questioned. As an antidote, be extra devot- 
ed to learning the real story that’s hidden 
beneath the official account. 


SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21) 

“There is nothing in the world more futile 
than the attempt to find out how a task 
should be done when one has not yet 
decided what the task is.” Philosopher 
Alexander Meiklejohn said that, and now 
I'm relaying his advice to you. Please 
ignore it if you're having no trouble at all 
figuring out what you should do next. But 
if you are the least bit fuzzy about your 
future direction, spend some time in the 
coming days defining the precise nature 
of your short-term goals. 


CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19) 

Your body, mind, soul and hairdo have at 
least temporarily slipped into the kind of 
alignment that makes you a lightning rod 
for messages from the future. Want to 


44 \weweexuy 


JANUARY 18 - JANUARY 24, 2007 


MUSIC 


glimpse a vision*of the best three thin 
you can accomplish ih the coming yea 
Sit yourself down in a sanctuary, bani: 
every last shred of fear for 15 mini 
and visualize the person you will b 
Jan 20, 2008. Then ask that beaut 
character to telepathically communicate 
his or her rich secrets to you. 


AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18) 

Your whole life passed before your ey: 

a flash, and yet you survived. The veil par 
ed and revealed sights too weird and w 
derful to consciously register, chanqi 
you in ways that won't fully sink i 
months. Now you may feel as 'f yoi 
waking up at 3 pm after an all-night binc 


You might be so overloaded with uncanny 


new wisdom that you don’t quit« 
what practical use to make of it all ys 
have no fear; as your birthday approa 
you'll begin to understand the teaci" 
you didn’t even know you absorbec 


PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20) 

Due in part to the relentless barrage ' 
disguised brainwashing in the form o! 2 
news and entertainment, most people 4 
not themselves an average of 45 per ce’ 
of the time. You, however, are cur!e” 
refuting that scary statistic in stylé 
percentage of being-true-to-yourse!! 
an all-time high, and holding steady a! 
the 85 per cent mark. Keep up the ye 
work, Pisces. In fact, take advantagé 
your momentum to push for even gre 
authenticity. Say exactly what you mee 
even more. Think your own thoughts & 
bigger and louder. Exorcise every !ast 


of the celebrities, entertainers, sales" 
and authorities who have demonice'\ « 


Possessed you. w 
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en 
pace to become a comfurtatie 
iki: Pa: ner recetings orery Ti finan) = 
‘Chamber Toastmasters Chat: (780) 459-5206. Visit us and eam 
bow to deliver effective presentations, conduct business meetings, 
develop as a communecator and & leader; avery Thu (5pm) © 
Beverly United Chureh meeting room, 11919-40 St (476 
7 GG) Inprve speaking ils, oaderahip sills, tne management. 
‘organizational, listening and social skilts; every Wed (7-Spm) © 
Prsusons: lest Westorn Cedar Part ton, $116 Gateway Boulevard 


— 


extherannast@gmech © Group using yore as an instrument in 
Petcare vite tcaven bes ricsecionearege The 
first Sat each month (14pm) 
WOMEN IN BLACK In {,o0t of the Old Swathcons Farmers’ Marat 


‘© Silent vigil every Ist and rd Sat ea month, stand in silence tor a 
world without violence (10-11am) 


differences in education and culture focus group * Contact Or 
Andre Grace (andre grace@hsalberta.ca) for info 


BISEXUAL WOMEN'S COFFEE GROUP 
Ft groups Yehoo com/orounytwvedmontion * Social group for bear 
‘us and ison women * 2net Thy ea month (7:30pm) 


BOOTS AND SADDLES 1(1747-105 St (423-9014) « Large tavern 
‘wilh pool tables, restaurant. shows. Members only 


BUDOYS MITE CLUB 117258 Jesper Ave (488-7735) * Open nightly 
‘Spm-3am, Fri Somn-3pm © Suny Rotating drag shows with Mz Bianca and 
(Me Venity Fair m The Stardust Lounge and GoDiva and Bonnatelie NET in 
‘The GoDonna Show. DJ WestCosstBabyDaddy * Morr Amateur strip 
‘contest with Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Tue 

~ Free pool and tourney. DJ Arrowchaser « Wert: Hump day with OJ 
‘Sexay Sean * Thu: Wet underwear contest with Mia Fellow, midnight, 
DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy * Fri We made ‘em famous! DU Eddy 
Toontlash, come early th avoid lineup, no cover before 1pm * Sat 
Undie night for men only, free pool and tourney, DU Arrowehesser 


DOW UNDER MENS BATH HOUSE 12224 Josper Ave (482- 
7960) * Open 24/7 * wwwegayedmonton.com 


EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION wav edmonton 
rbe.org * Monthly after business mixer; Network and share contacts in 
‘the GLBT business community * Second Wed ea month 


HIV WETWORK OF EDMONTON SOCIETY 300. 11455 Jasper Ave 
(488-5742) or contaet7 @hivedmonton.com * Programs and suppor 
‘survices for people effected and infected by HIV/AIDS and related 
{Nhesses: Counsalling, referrals, support groups, harm reduction. 
‘education. advocacy and public awareness campaigns 


ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB Fioost. 10345-1104 St (387-3343) « 
Crossdressers, transsexuals. friends end supporters maet the 2nd Thy 
‘each month (8pm; httpy//qroups yahoo. com/aroup/edmonton_itlusionsy 


INSIDEOUT U of A Campus * Campus-tased organization for lesbian, 
gay, bisensl, trans-idemtified aod queer (LGBTQ) tacutty, graduate stu- 
dent, araderuc, straight allies and support staff * 3rd Thu es month 

{fallAvinter terms} Spaskers Senes. Contact Kris (kwells@2ualberts.ca) 


LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St veww.edmlivingposiive.co. 
{1-877-975-9448/498-5768) # Providing confidential peer support 10 
weople living with HIV © Every Tue {7-Spm} Support group * Daily 
drop-in, peer counselling 


MADELEINE SANAM FOUNDATION Faculié St. Jean, 8406 
Marie-Anne Gaboury (8! St) Am 3-18 (490-7332) * Program for HiV- 
AIDS prevention, treatmert and harm reduction in French, English 
‘and other African languages * Every 3rd and 4th Sat (Qam-Spm) « 
Free (mamberl/$10 (mombership) * Pre-register 


MAKING WAVES SWIMMING CLUB www aeocities com/mak- 
ingwaves_edm * Recreational and competitive swimming with 
‘coaching. beginners encouraged to participate Socializing aftor 
pimctices * Every Tue and Tho 


PRIDE CENTRE OF EDMONTON 9510-111 Ave (488-3234) * Open 
‘Mon-Thu 1pm-10pm, Fri'3-10pm * Boars Movie Night: Baars Chub: fast 
‘Sun ea month {1-Spm, TV room) Trarts Educartion/Support Group: 
‘Support and education for transsexual, transgendered, intersexed, tO 
spirited and questioning individuals. 1st, 3rd, last Sun es month (24pm) 
with Cody * Sunday Night Men's Discussion Group: Mens social and 
‘Giscussion group: every Sun (7pm), Rob Wells at 
fobwelis780@hotrail com * Friends ard Family Playgroup: 2nd Sun wa 
month (2-4om) with Noelle, friandsandtamityplsygroup- 
wner@yshoogroups.ca * Monday Movie Night: Movie mights with 
themed movies and disrussion afterwards, every Mon * TTIO Alliance: 
‘Support meeting for transgender, trenasexyal, intersex and questioning 
7nd Tus ea month: ttiquallienonehiw ca, 718-1412 « GLBT Seniors 
Drop in: Every Th (2-49n) with Jotf Bove, 488-3234 * Sick and tired 
cof being sick and tired? Cacaine Anomymcc meeting, Thu 7S. CA 
Hotline 475-2715 © HIV Oustreseh Dropn circie every other Thu (7am) * 
‘Youth Understanding Yautte Youth support and sna groupe every Sat (7- 
“Som yuyishereeca, wwvemembers shaw.cahyuy * Sul Up and Show 

‘Stuy: Sat (12-2) suitupshowup@hotmastcoms NOP LGBT 
fast Sun oa month with Jany, 488-3234 


PRISM BAR AND GAIL 111524 1()) Si. back entrance (990-028) 
+* Losbilan and gay bar/restaurant 


soperog erectile ape angie 
Mey Ca ws Exped pce © 80°) 


Spy son polars Sure A fatolous Brag show very 
‘Sunday featunng hostess Connie Lequa. Rotating guess. bve anges 
‘sed Diag Queens, with contests, $2 cover: free poct all aught long * 
‘Weekends: $4 {membersi/$5 (nen membes/Sun $2 cover 


bg 11745 Jasper Ave (451-5541 © Steam tuts opm 
ey 


WHOBDYS 11723 excer Aue (428-5557) * Opin Oily (neon) * Set le 
on cleat ols ‘Sat-Sun Poof Tournaments 


EDMONTON INTERRATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL-THE WORLDS 
HOTTEST COMMERCIALS Carve. Tene 1717 08 St 
wencnderontantiSeat com # Furdris 8 tetra wrung of Ce 
‘best TV commerats from mound the works © Tickets $10 (ecieuS7 
(yost/ematern $5 (Moncey screenings and sears) * Jin ZE-Feb 8. 
Saeomate 


ear Gaent (GRANT MacEWAN COLLEGE GLOBAL COLLEGE WEEX-FROM Sa 
,—_— TO WE Grant MacEnen Coflege. (1700-104 Ave, 


PEPSTEPRIETHLRGL I") 


ABAPE Faculty ot Education, U of A Campus * Sax. sexual, gender 


wi eat Nietiiniertitional/int/DetahePage cfm TD-G50 » 
Various evects and actities showcasing internationaliziton witetives 
‘0rd information on heman rights, paace and security building. gender 
equality. poverty eradication and gcbal ottzenetvp. Featunng kurynon 
speaker, Crag Keiburger © Jan 23feb 2 


(INFORMED IGHORANCE THE EFFECTS OF TODAY'S GLOBAL 
MEDIA Scietrack Cafe, 10238-104 St. Pre-Party with Grasercot 
Dewiation * Fri.Jan. 19 


(MEMORSAL FOR HOMELESS PERSONS Boyle Stroet Community 
‘Serwees, 10116-105 Ave * Ceremony, music, community members 
speaking on the impact of being homelest on Edmonton's streets, fol 
lowed by a memorial round dance © Jan. 20 (4pm) 


ROLLER DERBY SEASON-O8. CITY DERBY GIRLS Sportiworld 
Rolle Rink 11425-1397 Ave © Recruiting gitis over the age of 18 in 
Edmonton and Surrounding areas Try out for Edmonton's Fant Track Roller 
Derby © Sun. Jan 21 (10:30-ncon) * $10 


‘THE SHANGHAI CIRCUS: INCREDIBLE ACROBATS OF CHINA 
Arden Theatre, St. Albert (281-2000), Acrobats, contorbonists, juggiers 
‘and comedians from Ching * tan. 20 {2pm and 7pm) © $30 (adutty'S2S 
(youth/tenicr) at Tickat Master 


‘SUPERHERO LIVE!-A COMIC BOOK SPOKEN WORD ROCK 
(OPERA Happy Harbor Comics, 10172124 St1452-8211) « Website 
‘guneh party, a five performance by Drunk ty Noon for the after-party at 
10pm © Sat Jan. 27 (8pm) * Free 


‘THEIR BROTHERS KEEPERS: ORPHANED BY AIDS (! of A Campus 
(CEB 375 (Bohind CAB), wa international ualberta.ca/globaled_events 
'» Part of the Welcome to the Reet World sanies. Documentary followed 
bya Gand A period with Or Stan Houston * Jen. 23. Free 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA’S INTERMATIONAL WEEX-BEYOND 
‘TERROR THE REAL WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION 
\www.intemational celberta ca/iweek © Jan. 2Sfab. 2¢ Myer Horowtr 
Theatre: Keynote address by Ronald Wright The Tape af Progress: Mon, 
Jan. 29 112-1:30om) © Prncicament of Definition: Why the Internaana! 
Comaunity odes not Agree how to Dusfine Terrorism, lecture by Hamic 
Abveljaber Mon, Jan. 29 © Winner and Human Security A Thirst for 
‘Survival, lecture by Maude Barlow, Jim Carter, Kori Chillibark and Oc 
David Schindler; Tue, Jan 30 Nostewr Wesypons: A Theft from the 
‘Poos, lecture by Hon. Dougfais Roche; Wed, Jan. 31 * The Globe! 
Consequences af Arctic Qimate Change. lecture by Or Mark Nuttall; 
Wed, Jan 31 © Pindemanium: Globe! Trade and the New Free Marker 
for Disease, lecture by Aaderw Nixiforuk Thu. Feb 1 © Po/ffical 
Whoapons of Mass Destuetion, lecture by Goorge Galloway: Thu, Feb. 1 
© Meroenanies Strong Norm, Weak Law. lecture by Dc Sarah Perey, Thu. 
Feb. 1 © The Role of Conady's Military, lecture by Captain Peter Avs, 
Lauryn Oates. Steven Staples: Fri. Feb. 2 


WETASKIWIN SNOW DRAGS Reynolds-Albarta Museum, 
Highway 13, Wetaskiwin (780-361-8577) * Racers from across 
westem Canada * Jan, 20-21 (1pm) 


KARAOKE 


BAR-B-BAR 4249-23 Avo (461-2244) * Every Thu and Sat (99m), 
James, Me Entertainment * Every Sun (pm James, Me Entertainment 


(CAMELOT SPORTS BAR 1023195 St (425-4298) + Every Sun 
(Bpm- 12): with Jeannie and Bruce: 


CASTLEDOWN'S P UB 16753-100 St * Every Tue (Spm tom), with 
Olf-Key Entertainment 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 37 Millbourne Ad (462-6555) + 
Every Tus (99m); with Sonia, Prosound Productions 


CROWN AND ANCHOR 15277 Castlodowns Rd (472-7696) + 
Every Thu 


ECCO PUB 9505-66 Ave 1435-5050) * Every Mon (9pm). with 
Sonia, Prosound Productions 


ECONOLODGE DOWNTOWN 1(209-100 Ave * E-villo Rollor Derby, 
Han Karaoke Fundraiser * Jan 20 (Spm) * $5 cover 


FRANCO'S PUB 14059 Victorin Trail (478-4636) * Every ThuSot 
{9pm-2am) with Jeannie and Bruce 


GAS PUMP 10)65-114 St (488-4041) * Every Tue-Wod (9.30pm) 
Gont’s Bast Live Singing Show 


HAWIKEVE'S TOO 10044-1102 St (421-9898) ¢ Every Fr (Bpm-mid. 
night): with Deb Thulin, Hot Karaoke Productions 


JONIGHTS PUB SOUTH 19 Avy, 105 St (461-0587) * Every Fri-Sat 
{109m-2am): Gord's Best Live Singing Shaw 

LIOMSHEAD PUB Const Twrroce Inn, 4440 Goteway Bivd (431 
S815) = Every Sun (Spm) With Evolution Envertainmont 


MAZADAR 1725-104 five (429-4940) * Fridays karauite (Sor lato) 
with Chris 


MOOS Best Western Hotel, Fort Saskatchewan (998-7888) © Every Fri 
{9:30pm}: with Sonia/Proseund Productions: 


NEWCASTLE PUI (51(06..90 Ave (490-1995) * Every Thy Kanto 
O'CONNOR'S IRISH PUB 901-59 Ave (459-9165) * Every Thu 
{9pm-tam) 


(ON THE ROCKS 11741) eoprer Ave (4812-4767) * Karmolas Mondays 
Evory Mon (Sot Homed by Mr Entertainment's Senet Parsons © Salsa 
and the Cay Thursdays: Latin music and Salsa lessons. every Thu (9pm) 
ORLANDO'S 4 15163-12152 (457-1649) © Every Wert/Thu/Sun 
(5:20pm-Zam) with TLE Envertaamant 

PEPPERS Woetmourt Mall, 135 Sr 115 Ave (451-0022) « Every Tho 
(830¢n-L:3om) with Gord trom Stonerock Productions 


‘Students’ Union Gidg, BG00 114 St. U ot A 492-2150) ¢ 
Hoy, What Ace Theso Tanes Called? Hare That Tune every Tue with 
(Celie Kreger © Karon, tity every Weed (Som) with Cole and Carroll 


ROGAMIOS 1115-108 Ave (447-4727) © Longest sunning Kavnotn 
har ? days a weet 


ROSIE'S BAR AMD GRILL « (iowetowe, 10504-10) St (423 34991 
‘every Mow-Sat (emk Sun (7pm). with Ruth « Highstwent, 10315: 
124 St 482-1600), daily (2:30pm) © Gtd Strathcona, 10675-80 Ave 
(439-7211), every Thea Sat (9:909m-2- 3am) © 99 St, 63 Ave, every 
Thy-Sat Spm Tom) with OF Key Emternment 


SANTARMAS 17530 Stony Pls Fs (681-7625) © Every Wod 
(8520-17) with Jessen ond Broce 


SVEN MARTIN 10068-155 S » Every Sat (Spm tam) wath ProSound 


SPORTEWORLD INLINE AMD ROLLER SKATING DISCO 17) | 
‘St (472-6336) © Ewory Tae, fi-Sae (7pmrmadreght), Sat-Sun (Spe) 


‘THORSBY HOTEL + fvory Set (2.0 m-1 orn) with Proseund 


-WHECES LOUNGE 1(1145-50 Si + Every Wes (7 90-11 pm) 
with Some. Peosumd 


YESTERDAY'S 112-27 Conages Dr. St Albert (452-0255) © Every 
Thu (2 Soeem-2amnl ith Ott Key Entertcemens 


‘ZAKS OM STST AVENUE (0525-511 Ave (420 S850/496-5047) # 
Karaoke Mighes Every Fri (10pm 2s) 


EVENTS 


For those about to 
pluck, we salute you! 


&| TOTALLY GAY 


SSI ine FOSTER 
SH | tolallygay@vueweekly.com 


\'m not a pretty person. Ask anyone and 
they won't lie. They'll say, I'm 
“adorable” or “cute.” | get “cute” all 
the time. In the proper lighting, you 
could bump me up to “attractive,” but 
not pretty. | never get pretty. Because 
pretty means shiny. It means symmetri- 
cal cheekbones, luscious red lips, stub- 
ble that, if measured with a tiny, tiny 
ruler, each hair would be the exact 
same length. Clear complexion, nicely- 
shaped eyebrows, well-fitted polos and 
ass-exhibiting jeans. The whole pretty 
package. 

But it's not due to a lack of effort on 
my part. | spend $50 (tip not included) on 
a haircut and no matter what | do to my 
‘do subsequently, it never even remotely 
looks like it did when | left the salon. 
And the $30 product/paste/pomade that 
| sludge through my hair, well, it smells 
great but, apparently, as I've been told, 
it also makes it appear as if | have a 
raging case of dandruff underneath a 
blacklight. 

I've got child-like dimples and big 
ears which account for all of the “cute”s 
| get, and my nose has a slight bump on 
the front as a result of an unfortunate 
accident that | was involved in on the 
golf course when | was 12. (Yes, even 
back then balls were smacking me in the 
face. Har har.) 

| don’t moisturize religiously, but even 
if | did I'm pretty sure that the hackjob | 
do every second morning with my razor 
would discount any amount of enhance- 
ment or regeneration any skin cream 
would provide. My body simply doesn't 
do pretty. 

Clothes-wise, nothing really works for 
me unless it fits comfortably and it’s 
cheap, dirt cheap. And we all know that 
comfort and frugality, separately or 
together, are both mutually exclusive 
with being pretty. When people pay me 
compliments on my attire, | respond with 
“Really? It was on sale. Only $9.97! Oh 
and this jacket? $70 down from $350! 
Can you believe that deal?” 

The requisite pretty-boy response 
would be “Oh this hat? Diesel. And 
these jeans? Diesel. My sunglasses? 
Versace. No wait. They're Diesel.” 

Even when | toy with the idea of pay- 
ing full-price for a pair of pretty jeans or 
a shirt that could pay my rent, it just 
doesn't work. Take, for instance, last 
weekend. 


| WAS DOING SOME post-Boxing Day 


shopping with my friend Stacey in one of 
those stores where none of the sales 
staff talk to you, you talk to them. 
Stacey grabbed some stuff, | grabbed 
some stuff, and we wandered over to 
the changerooms where a shopgirl was 
standing, playing with her cuticles. 

“Can we try these on please?” | so 
innocently asked, 

“Sure,” the shopgirl said. “Do you want 
to go into the same room together?” 

Stacey and | looked at each other and 
replied, “Um no.” 

“Oh sorry,” the shopgirl responded. “! 
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thought you Were brother and sister.” 

What?! | couldn't let that go without 
a “How many brothers and sisters do 
you know that would want to try on 
clothes in the same changeroom togeth- 
er?” The shopgirl looked at me, turned 
on her heels and, like Debbie Gibson, we 
never heard from her again ... 

In separate rooms, we tried on our 
stuff. | tossed on a yellow western shirt 
($19 down from $65!) and put on a pair 
of jeans that were also ridiculously on 
sale. | walked out of the room and pulled 
out the waist. 

"| think they're too big,” | remarked to 
myself. 

A pretty shopboy overheard. “What 
size are those?” he asked. 33. “You're 
too skinny to be a 33.” And you obvious- 
ly work on commission. 

They didn't have the next size down in 
the particular style | was wearing, so the 
shopboy suggested | try on the kind he 
was wearing (which cost about $200 
more than I'd ever spent on any article 
of clothing). Let's just say the jeans he 
was wearing fit him well and | foolishly 
thought that they would look the same 
on me. They didn't. In Stacey's words: “It 
looks like you have a wedgie, except 
that it's baggy.” 

So like all of the other pairs before 
them, the pretty jeans rejected me. They 
worked on the shopboy because he was 
already pretty, and | couldn't even pull 
off a poor imitation. 


BUT NOW 1 THINK I'VE finally figured 


out the mystery of being pretty. It's not 
about genes or jeans, it’s about time 
and commitment and just plain plan- 
ning ahead. The pretty boys youl see, 
at the bar, in the mall or sitting in front 
of you at the movie theatre, they have 
to put in the effort to be pretty. Those 
nicely-shaped eyebrows, maintaining 
their $80 (tip still not included) micro- 
mullets, managing their moisturizing 
and plucking schedules and coming up 
with the ideal wardrobe rotation is 
hard work! The flatironing alone prob- 
ably takes about 30 minutes every 
morning 

Being pretty is actually something I've 
come to admire. Before when people 
would ask me about my type I'd say, “As 
long as they're not too pretty.” Well, I've 
changed my tune. Being pretty is some- 
thing to be respected, if only because of 
the large self-investment invalved in 
achieving and maintaining that high- 
fashion-international-male-model-on-a- 
stopover-in-Edmonton look. It’s an 
investment | can’t make, but, honestly, if 
| could | probably would. 

You see, | used to think that boys 
who take all of that time to be pretty 
are vapid, superficial, insipid, exces- 
sively indulgent snobs who are ulti- 
mately empty-on-the inside. Well, 
that's just not true. They're committed 
and dedicated and put all of that time 
money, effort and work in to give all 
of us gay guys something to look at 
and turn being pretty into a worth- 
while goal we can all strive towards 
I'm dead serious when | say that all 
those boys who are pretty, well 
they're the real heroes, and for that | 
salute them. v 
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EWU PLASC PME 19 MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 
“oe DEADLINE IS NOON THE TUESDAY BEFORE PUBLICATION MODAL MUSIC INC. 221-3116 
Pilate igboctine (uch Rashes etcetera 
vivate ins! on: focus on IndiviE ional, 
EDUCATIONAL caring ininiotae with music degrees. Quality music 
instruction since 1981. 
ACADEMY OF DRAMATIC ARTS 
F/T Acting for Film & TV 


% 


Student Loans Available 
www.vadastudios.com 
1-866-231-8232 


HELP WANTED 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH ENGLISH 
We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs around the 
world. Next in-class or ONLINE by correspondence. 
Jobs guaranteed. 7712-104 St. Call for Free info pack 
1-888-270-2941 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. Looking for reli- 
able, responsible person. Ph 907-0570. 


STUDENTS & 
SENIORS 


4 Hours - AM 
or 
4 Hours - PM 
Mon-Sat 


PHONE 
702-5519 


Had Enough? 
Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715 


Want to stop smoking? Nicotine Anonymous 
meetings: 7pm, every Wed, Ebenezer United Church 
Hall, 106 Ave, 163 St. Contact Gwynn 443-3020. 


Teach English Overseas 
TESOL Certified 5 Days In-Class or 
Online/Correspondence 

Job Overseas Guaranteed! 
FREE Info Seminar Tuesday @ 7pm 


7712 104 St 
(Calgary Trail Southbound Across from Seve-on-Foods) 


1-888-270-2941 <> 
Sie 


globaltesol.com 


PICTURE FRAMES 


MOVIE DOSTER SHOE 


Affordable picture frame options, Music Posters. 
8126 Gateway Blvd. 439-0408 


SERVICES 


SACE - Public Education Program: Sexual Assault 

Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab,ca) provides crisis 

intervention, information, counseling & public educa- 

tion services. If required we can customize a presen- 

tation to meet your needs. T: (780) 423-4102 / F; 421- 

8734 / E: info@sace.ab.ca; www.sace.ab.ca / 24 Hour 
Crisis Line: 423-4121 


Want to stop smoking? Attend Nicotine Anonymous 
meetings: 7pm, every Wed, at Ebenezer United Church 
Hall, 106 Ave and 163 St. Contact Gwynn 443-3020. 


Boys and Girls Clubs of Edmonton offers support groups 
and workshops for parents. Various city locations. Call 
481-1292 for information, 


Smith Grasdal Studios 


“Turn Your Windows Into Billboards” 
PH: 780 479 5623 
$mithgrasdal@hotmail com 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 
someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE 
Ads more than 20 words are subject to regular price 
jor cruel editing. Free ads must be submitted in 
writing, in person, fax or e-mail. Free ads will run 
for four weeks, if you want to renew or cancel 
please phone Glenys at 426-1996/fax 426-2889/e-m 
glenys@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303-108 
St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before publication 
Placement will depend upon available space 


Male performers between the age of 18 and 30 who 
can sing and dance are required for ELOPE’s production 
of Hello, Dolly! For more info call ELOPE at 988-0806 


Actors Models, Singer & Dancer Hopefuls! Holding 
Auditions, First Timers Welcome! Do you have the right 
stuff? Call (780)420-0163. CASH PRIZES! 


Edmonton Fashion Week seoks aspiring fashion 
designers and stylists for Cheap and Chie Contest for 
Mar. 22-28. Media Exposure and Promotional oppor 
tunities. Please e-mail planatze@shaw.ca or call 428 

3499. Studio located at 10055-80 Ave. Open Wed 

Sat 12am-5pm. 

Film and Video Arts Society: Register for Video 

Kitchen and learn the basics of video production in 
this 3 month class. Info call 429-1671, www-fava.ca 


Actors needed for short horror movie. 
Call David 459-3745 
the_darkness_within_movie@hotmail.com 


Mum, a collective of artists with 
chi beta ache and child- 
care. 


EXTRAS 

CO Bolding $3 

(] Caps $3 

(] Extra Line $3 

(] Box Word Ad $3 

C) Symbois $3 ‘ 
Phone 426-1996 from 9am-5 


+ 


* 


rit. a 
pm Mon-Fri ¢ Emai 


I office@vueweekly.com 10303-1 


Deadline Tues at Noon « Print legibly on lines at right * Up to 45 Characters per line * Every letter, space or mark counts as one character * Allow one space following punctuation 


Caan ene eet Oe nekee 


Photographic entries from the Edmonton community for 
a ae cnpatncaes Wot aan 
wowasilverskatefestival. 


FREE SAT ART DEMOS for all ages. No experience 
nec. Watch artists while they work. Mini-topics are for 
the curious, beginners, teachers, and hobby artists. Jan. 
13: Encaustics with Lorna Kemp; Feb. 10: Marbling with 
Robin Muirhead; Mar. 2: Soft Pastels with David 
Shkolny; Mar. 10: Silk Painting with Helen Le Roux. The 
Paint Spot, 12418-102 Ave, noon-3pm. Ph 447-4551, 
Www. paintspot.ca. 


Call to Enter: ArtsHab Studio Gallery features quest 
artists. Incl: Proposal; 10 slides/photos; CV; Artist state- 
ment. For info Ph Tim 423-2966. 


Open Auditions: every Thursday evening, 8pm-12am 
at THE IVORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail, Edmonton's 
only Dueling Piano Bar. For info Ph Tim @ 904-7455. 


Film and Video Arts Society: Register now for 
Video Kitchen and learn the basics of video production 
in this 3 month class. For info visit www.fava.ca or 
call 429-1671 


MUSICIANS 


ARIA Networking Nights: Velvet Underground, 
10030-102 St (428-3372) Sound Advice: From pre- 
production to the final mix, learn how you can pro- 

duce a professional product without breaking the 

bank Jan. 31 (7pm door, 7:30pm session) 


WUEWEEKLY 
CONTEST RULES 


Unless otherwise specified, 
the following will apply: 


- the winner must be 18 or older 

- prize must be accepted as awarded 

~ no one may enter any contest more 
than once 

- you may win only once every 60 days 
~ Vue Weekly reserves the right to 
exclude anyone from our contests 

- no staff, sponsors or members of their 
immediate family may enter 


- the personal information of those who 
enter will not be sold but may be pro- 
vided to contest sponsors 


- the chances of winning depend on the 
number of entries received 


- by entering, entrants consent to the 
use of their names by Vue Weekly for 
publicity 

~ Vue Weekly is not responsible for prizes 
unclaimed after 15 days 


O8st. Edm 


REE LINES FOR $15 
CAPS OR BOLDING INCLUDED 


You are a talented bass player with a decent voice —- 
and big dreams. We aan 


be! 
pen. Henri @(780)21 7 
Drummer and singer looking for guitarist or pianistto —_- Mult-instrumentalist from Leduc looking for oxn., 
blues and rock. : Othe; 
call ken at 907. B42 musicians to create music together 990.1, 
Semi-pressional male songwriter/musician, mid 50s Promo . 
socks single fomale musician to build an act pack and OE Pe HT & Al 
together. Ross 707-3979, 
Boomer-age guitarist or keyboardist and singer in 4 
‘60s rock band for fun and charity performance: call Ken _____ VOLUNTEER 
907-6422. Volunteer Drivers needed for the Seniors iin. 
Solid metal ect exp. bess ployer with Driving Centre, 2-3 hrs Mon-Fri. Ph Anna 732-127 


pipes for senous project. Must be willing to experiment 
sonically. Pro gear/attitude. Casey@221-0419. 


Opportunities for flute players to in 
ensembles beginning Jan. at MacEwan's Alberta 
College. For info call Liane Gayler at 633-3805. 


Bassist, Leduc area, seeks other musicians. 
Rock, folk, blues, country, no jazz. 
Good gear, can gig. call 387-3343. 


R&B band looking for layer. www.chain- 
offools.ca; Danny at (780) 909-5160. 


Group-just starting! The 1st 
Sat ea month; 1-4pm, using our voice as an instru- 


ment in impro-excercises, in free vocal improvisation. 
Estheranna (780) 432 2226 or e-mail: 
estheranna.st@gmx.ch 


Mentors for 


Lily @ 432-1137 


_ Mission in the Mall, is back for its fourth e: 
installment on Sum, Mar. 11. The Winifred 


inthemall.com. 


port group. Deanna, 413-4682 
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‘Student Loans 
- HRSDC 


Vancouver, BC 


4ann 


-OUYU 


Print your ad here... 


onton 


46 


WUEWEEKLY 


JANUARY 18 - JANUARY 24, 2007 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Association is currently registering teams of fam 
friends and co-workers, from the young to the yuu 
heart. Call Nicole Jordan at 453-6707 or visit mi 10r 


atic 


— 


TOLL FREE 
.601.PAVI 
pacificav.com 


} Children/Youth: Act as a positive ». 
model to children/youth in group care. Evenings ¢ 
weekends. 2-3 hrs./wk. Various Edmonton loc 


Volunteer Yoga Instructor: Strathcona Placs 
Senior Contre. Ph Rita Mitisistnnat tas sacs 


$< 
Have you ever lost 2 pet? The Pet Therapy Society 
is looking for a Group Facilitator for our pet loss 


* 


LOVE, FRETTING 


DEAR FRET 1 
What you and you girlfriend got up to that 
ight was not stupid. It was certainly not 


VOLUNTEER 


Association is 
Board of Directors. www.ecala.org for info. 
—_ 
Do you like to drive your own car in Edm? We pay 
the gas! To be appreciated, call Seniors Vol. Driving 
~ for more information at 732-1221. 


Heip to broadcast news for blind and print- 
restreted Edmontonians. Email: edmonton@voice- 
printcanada.com, or call 451-8331 


Leisers Assist adults with intellectual 
disabvities to participate in leisure activities in their 
homes or in the community. Flexible hours. Various 
Edmonton locations. Lily @ 432-1137. 


Do You Know Someone Who Has Diabetes? 
Help find a cure. Voluni re required for various 
fundraising events for the Alberta Diabetes 
Foundation. Ph Alberta Diabetes Foundation at 780- 
447-1451; e-mail: events@afdrab.ca; www.atdi.ab.ca 


intemational Week. Jan. 23-Feb. 2. A variety of 
Volunteers needed: Presentation assistants, publicity 
work, concent staff, general office help, event assis- 
tants. Contact Eli at international@ualberta.ca or drop 
nto the Intemational Centre at the U of A 


CNIB is looking for volunteers vision, 
adults (50+) to help seniors with vision loss. For more 
info call Catherine 453: 


Wan’ to make a difference in someone's life? Teach 
an adult fo read and write. We are always looking for 


smart. In a long-term partnership it's pos- 
sible to anticipate most moderately plau- 
sible disaster scenarios and come to some 
mutual agreement about what to do if 
____ happens. There are some __s 
which ought to be avoided no matter 
what, but | trust mature long-term part- 
ners to make reasonable decisions about 
who can be exposed to what (fertile 
gametes included here) and when. And 
then there are the couples | wouldn't trust 
as far as | could roll their drunken asses 
down the stairs. 

If neither of you has any infections, 
why are you “really worried” about dis- 
eases? | mean, chances are good that 
neither of you is actually harbouring any- 
thing ghastly, but I'm going to guess that 
you actually know. For instance, there is 
some disagreement in my sex-ed circle as 
to who originated the line “If rimming did 
not exist, hepatitis would have had to 
invent it” (It was me, me me!) but you 
have to consider heps A, B and C if you're 


tutors in your area. Contact the Centre for Family 
Literacy 421-7323 or find us online at 
www.famlit.ca 


Volunteers needed to assist new on 
a first time shopping trip for essentials. Mornings, 
weekdays. Call Judy 424-3545 ext 249. 


If you enjoy working in an office environment 
and king with seniors, this is a great opportu- 
nity to help us out only one day a week. Call 732- 
1221 


Volunteers needed to teach classroom English 
to adult immigrants. Downtown. Flexible 
day/avening 3-4hrs/wk. Ph Judy 424-3545 ext 249. 


Volunteers needed to assist with homework for 
school aged NE location. Mon & Thu 
6-8pm/Sat 10-12pm and 3-Spm. Great Experience! 
Call Judy 424-3545 ext 249, 


Volunteer for a more just society for immigrants 
and refugees. www. multiculturalcoalition.ca or call 
Janina 423-1973. 


Volunteers needed to teach simple Canadian 
recipes to newly arrived immigrants 
Capilano/downtown, Saturdays 11-1pm, or every 3rd 
Thu 6-8pm. Ph Judy 424-3545 ext 249 


Volunteer to Strathcona Place Senior Citizen 
Centre Outreach Program. Ph Jo Royal 433-5808. 


Had Enough? 
Cocaine Anonymous 425-2715 


going to—there’s really no delicate way 
to put this—tick blood off of somebody's 
asshole. Or you could just not do that, 
which means looking before you, uh, 
leap, and maybe trying new, potentially 
problematic activities while sober enough 
to think, if not to drive. 

In all likelihood all you've done is put 
your girlfriend at risk for bacterial vagi- 
nosis, but if you feel sick or turn yellow or 
anything else dramatic happens, see the 
doctor. And both of you, go get tested for 
a whole bunch of stuff (including pregnan- 
cy—hello, condoms aren't just for prophy- 
laxis, you know) before you go quite that 
crazy again. You have not proven your- 
selves smart enough to act that stupid all 
the time and get away with it 
LOVE, ANDREA 


DEAR ANDREA 

My boyfriend and | were having sex and 
he asked if I'd like it up my butt. | told 
him to go for it. It was a little painful at 


SEX TRADE WORKERS 


INDEPENDANT MONIQUE, 32, 
FRENCH. CLASS WITH EXTRAORDINARY BEAU- 
TY. 44D, 413-0294, 


FEMALES NEEDEDII! Make $799 US per 
month with a spy cam in your bedroom. Voyeur 
website is currently looking for young attractive 


girls 
Call Jamie for more info. 1-800-474-8401 


Chat live or meet local gay men. Try us for free! 
(780) 413-7144. Enter code 2310 


Cassandra: Hot Hungarian brunette; 360-26-36; 
25 yrs; tight, toned, tanned; super fun; call for 
availability; 965-4968. 


Amber; Outgoing redhead; just 18; brand new to 
the industry, 34B-26-32; very open minded; call 
for availability; 441-1330 


ons abound about the rear entrance 


first but then started to feel kind of nice. 
He asked if he could come in me and the 
thought turned me on, but | didn’t know 
what bad things might happen. 

Should | have any concerns about him 
coming in there? Will | drip for hours? 
Will it all drip out? Also, he has tested 
negative for HIV. However, | have not. 
What would be the chance of him getting 
HIV from me in this situation (not that | 
have any reason at all to believe | have it). 
Lastly, | like to clean myself before if pos- 
sible. If | wanted to give myself an enema 
of some sort, how should | time it? 

LOVE, SO MANY QUESTIONS! 


DEAR QUEZ 

Wow, you don’t waste any time, do you? 
One little spontaneous anal episode and 
look at you now! 

I'm not one of those “condom every 
time” people, I'm really not, especially 
when we're talking about (presumably) 
monogamous couples, but | can’t help 


Noticing that nearly every one of your 
concerns could be addressed by 75 cents 
worth of latex. 

Nothing will drip (it doesn’t, much, 
anyway, since the lining of the rectum is 
nothing if not absorbent), HIV worries 
would be assuaged (as the penetrator 
he'd be at little risk from the virus you 
don’t have anyway), and anything messy 
can be skinned off and disposed of 

And if that’s not clean enough for you, 
you can get a “rectal syringe for anus 
hygiene.” | think you'll find them next to 
the hemorrhoid cream and just down from 
the Depends, but you can mail-order if 
shopping in that aisle makes you want to 
die. You can use it whenever, unlike a real 
enema, which must be done the night 
before if you want to avoid a horrible mess 

Condoms are neater but nothing too 
terrible will come of bare-backing with a 
trusted partner, although it may not be a 
habit you want to cultivate. 

LOVE, ANDREA 


Hot Male Chat. 


FREE Trial Code: 2315 


780.413. 
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NO MORE LONELY 


Chrissy: Sexy hot Italian w/jet black hair; very 
busty; 23; ask her about special; call for avail- 
ability; 441-1930 


Mae-Ling: 20 yr old Asian; great body; loves to 
pamper: no rush service; a delicate oriental gem, 
call for availability; 965-4968 
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| Want to Fulfill Them. 


Over 1,000,000 
Ad Profiles 


-866-742-2218 


IGN-UP 


For Women Seeking Romantic 


Affairs & the Men Who 


GrajeVine. 
Y STERSONALS \* \, 


NIGHTS 


' (Just pick up the phone) 


Women Always FREE: 
702.2224 
FREE Trial tor MEN: 
702.2223 
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| Publications Mail Agreement #40022989 


— : _ University of Alberta Libraray 
LINIONEVENTS COM Bibliographic Services - Serials 
5th Floor Cameron 
‘ - Edmonton, AB 
T6G 238 


SATURDAY PMU 24 
STARLITE Room 


VUE @BFAR TICKETS ALSO AT MEGATUNES & BLACKBYRD 


ve Rees aN 


nw FEBRUARY 16 
THE POWERPLANT 


ALL AGES/LICENSED - DOORS 7 PM - TICKETS ALSO AT MEGATUNES, 
BLACKBYRD, SUB INFO DESK (U OF A) AND FS (WEM) 


JANUARY 30 - EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 


VENUE FORMERLY KNOWN AS RED'S - 
Pet vu ALL AGES WITH LICENSED. nH i 1D rE. i gel 4 Teint 


A COPRODUCTION OF EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE AND THE UNON BY ARRANGEMENT OF MASCIOU EMTERTARMENT 


with guests ANATHALLO ® 


MAY 1] 


EDMONTON EVENT CEN PRE 


FEBRUARY 8 -EDMONTON EVENT CENTRE 
EDMONTON AB - DOORS 7 PM - GENERAL ADMISSION - ALL AGES 
vremeeme TICKETS ALSO AT MEGATUNES, BLACKBYRD, FS (WEM), FREECLOUD VUE & 


SWORN | DO MAKE | LAMB 
ENEMY {SAY THINK} OF GOD 


with KATAKLYSM with guests with TRIVIUM ites 
FEB 26 MAR 2 MAR 3 | 
STARLITE STARLITE § EDMONTON | | 
ROOM ROOM EVENT CENTRE im 


ALL AGES NO MINORS 


BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW AT |HIDNVENID: TON = ticketmastenca 451-8000 


ALSO JOIN US AT MYSPACE.COM/UNIONEVENTS <&-———————-——__- - 
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